
City of Alameda, California 
SOCIAL SERVICE HUMAN RELATIONS BOARD 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 23, 2025 
APPROVED MINUTES 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER  

 
President Scott Means called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. 

 
Present: President Scott Means, Vice President Samantha Green Board Members Dianne 
Yamashiro-Omi, Bernie Wolf and Michelle Buchholz. 
 
City staff: C’Mone Falls, Marcie Johnson, Grecia Mannah-Ayon, and Gabriella San Diego  

 
2. NON-AGENDA PUBLIC COMMENTS  
 

Josh Altieri, Community Relations Manager, from the Housing Authority for the City of 
Alameda announced that the two biggest community development projects at North 
Housing Estuary 1 is over 60% completed. It is tracking for opening in July. The 45-unit 
building is going to be filled exclusively by the coordinated entry system from the county. 
Linnet Corner is also over 60% completed and is tracking for an early October opening. It 
has 64 units and will house seniors. Alameda Food Bank comes biweekly rotating between 
their two senior properties. Anne B. Diament and Independence Plaza. The Alameda Food 
Bank is also providing water and snacks to their youth programs with ARPD, and share 
Wednesdays with Drawbridge, which provides arts and recreational activities for the youth 
at Esperanza. The Housing Authority is collaborating with ARPD to provide senior 
programming at Anne B. Diament in November and Independence Plaza in December. 
The City of Alameda Zero Waste Program gave out recyclable totes and compost bins to 
encourage residents to reduce waste. There were over 18,000 applications for the housing 
waitlist for their housing choice voucher program. Finally, the City of Alameda Firefighter 
Toy Program had over 260 households participate, which was an 18% increase over 2023. 

 
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
 

3-A Review and Approve December 5, 2024 Draft Minutes 
 
A motion to approve the December 5, 2024, minutes made by Board Member Michelle 
Buchholz and seconded by Vice President Samantha Green. Ayes: President Means, Vice 
President Green, Board Members Yamashiro-Omi, Buchholz, and Wolf. Nays: None. 
Abstained: Board Members Bryant and Pile. Motion passed 5-0-2. 
 

 
4. AGENDA ITEMS  

 
4-A Presentation on Mental Health and Loneliness in the City of Alameda 
 
Todd Erickson and Elizabeth Dandenell presented their work as Be Well Alameda. The 
project was created from the Leadership Alameda Program. At the time, mental health 
had emerged as a high need in Alameda. There is an epidemic of loneliness, and a need 
to build resilience. They decided to interview various people in the community to get a 



sense of what the needs are to start bringing people together to build a resilient 
community. Please see Exhibit 1.  
 
Board Member Michelle Buchholz praised Todd and Elizabeth for being two community 
members who decided to take on this project and did it in a way that was professional and 
thoughtful. She also asked if there is a measurable outcome from something as broad as 
wellness.  
 
Todd Erickson stated that there are ways to try and build that in through baseline surveys. 
Elizabeth Dandenell mentioned that they would love to collaborate with UC Berkeley and 
potentially collaborate on some studies, which Todd added they have had conversations 
with them already, and they are interested in supporting them. 

 
Board Member Bernie Wolf brought up the correlation between loneliness and its impact 
on domestic violence.  
 
Board Member Dianne Yamashiro-Omi asked if they did a scan of all the activities that 
currently occur on the island, particularly art-based activities because it is a great way to 
connect with people.  
 
President Scott Means brought up the success of the porch concerts over the pandemic, 
and the reality that live music brings people together. He said that before the pandemic 
there were free concerts in Crab Cove, which were funded by the Rotary Club. The 
concerts would bring thousands of people together. He suggested that they try to bring 
those concerts back to bring together a wide cross-section of the community.  
 
Board Member Buchholz brought up the reality of parents and caregivers, not being ok, 
and that should be something that should also be addressed by this project.  
 
Board Member Buchholz asked if Be Well Alameda came back in a year to present what 
would they hope would come in the next phase of the project. Mr. Erickson stated that 
they would love to have a diverse Community Resiliency Stewardship Team meeting 
regularly and activating ways to bring people together. Elizabeth Dandenell added that 
they would love to have public awareness, social media, a website, coordinating work with 
various other groups, and potentially having interns helping with the work.  

 
Public Comment – None  
 
President Scott Means stated that the Be Well Alameda had six of the domains of age 
friendly cities, which demonstrates the alignment of the work of various groups.  
 
Board Member Buchholz proposed Be Well Alameda works with the Alamedans United 
Against Hate Workgroup. 
 
President Scott Means motioned to allow Lafayette, who wanted to make public comment, 
make his public comment. The motion was seconded by Board Member Buchholz. 
Lafayette was having technical difficulties and was not able to make public comment.   

 
4-B CDBG Application Review Timeline and Expectations 

 



Staff member Grecia Mannah-Ayon announced that the 2025 Notice of Funding 
Availability (NOFA) for the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) on January 16, 
2025. She notified the Social Service Human Relations Board that they are being asked 
to participate in the decision-making process by scoring the submissions for the public 
service applicants. She went through the timeline of the CDBG process. 
 
Vice President Samantha Green asked if the NOFA went out as a two-year grant period. 
Staff Member C’Mone Falls confirmed that it is a two year grant period.  
 
President Means asked if a member of SSHRB is also a board member of one of the 
applicants are they allowed to recuse themselves from that application, and still score the 
rest of the applications. Staff Member C’Mone Falls stated that if a member of SSHRB has 
an interest in one of the applicants, they will need them to recuse themselves from scoring 
any of the applications. President Means stated that he will need to recuse himself from 
the CDBG Process.  
 
Board Member Yamashiro-Omi asked about what level of involvement with any of the 
organizations constitutes the need to recuse oneself from the process. Staff Member 
C’Mone Falls stated that there will be a policy outlined. 

 
Public Comment – None  

 
4-C Social Service Human Relations Retreat Review 
 
Staff Member Gabriella San Diego went over the detailed outline of the work that was 
accomplished during the Social Service Human Relations Board Retreat on December 5, 
2024.  
 
Board Member Yamashiro-Omi asked about making sure the work on the resolution is 
added to the work of Alamedans United Against Hate.  

 
 

Public Comment – None  
 
4-D Social Service Human Relations Board Workgroup Reports 
 
Public Comment – None  
 

• The Road Home/People Experiencing Homelessness (Means, Green, Buchholz):  
o Two members of the Dignity Village Advisory Board are willing to help with 

the work of The Road Home 
o President Means presented at the Commission on Disabilities for age 

friendly cities 
• Alamedans Together Against Hate (Yamashiro-Omi, Bryant): 

o They have been discussing a possible speaker series and one person they 
would like to bring in is Kate Schatz who co-wrote Do The Work! 

• Domestic Violence Task Force (Buchholz, Pile, Wolf):  
o The group did the bathroom campaign in December on Park and Webster 

Streets. 
o They connected with Hillary Larkin from Highland Hospital who has been 

working in the Domestic Violence work in Oakland for a long time and is 



interested in expanding and supporting Alameda. 
o They are continuing to pursue getting domestic violence resources 

centralized, ideally on a website.  
 
Staff Member C’Mone Falls announced that Board Member Cindy Pile has requested a 
leave of absence and that it is the decision of the Mayor to grant the request.  
 
President Means would like to revisit to the idea of having a non-voting youth member on 
the Social Service Human Relations Board.  
 

 
STAFF COMMUNICATIONS  

Program Manager, Grecia Mannah-Ayon offered the following updates for Housing and 
Human Services (HHS): 

• There were no items brought to council, and Staff Member C’Mone Falls announced 
that there will be three items brought to council in March.  

• HHS is hiring two part-time Community Outreach Specialists one for street outreach 
and one for prevention.  

• CDBG and HOME NOFA’s have been released, and applications are due by 
February 13 @ 2pm. 

• The City’s Below Market Rate Home Ownership Waitlist remains open.  
• Staff Member Grecia Mannah-Ayon will be staff support for the Social Service 

Relations Board, and Marcie Johnson will be cycling off.   
 
Social Services Manager, Marcie Soslau Johnson offered the following updates for 
Housing and Human Services (HHS): 

• HHS accepted a $15,000 check from Senior Policy Advisor, Julie Yim, to support 
the Alameda Collaborative for Children, Youth, and their families (ACCYF).  

• In collaboration with the ACCYF Youth Advisory Committee, All Good Living 
Foundation, Building Opportunities for Self-Sufficiency, and Operation Dignity, staff 
and youth distributed $50 gift cards to all residents at Dignity Village, the largest 
homeless shelter on the island, on December 23, 2024. 

• Beginning in October 2024, Snacks & Support provides art therapy, coffee, and 
refreshments for those experiencing homelessness. The program runs every third 
Wednesday of the month from 12 – 1:30pm.  

• HHS is working with All Good Living Foundation and Alameda Boys & Girls Clubs 
to develop a cooking class for low-income teenagers.  

• Marcie gave Lafayette’s public comment on his behalf. Alameda Health Systems 
Mobile Health Services, beginning on February 19, they will be parked at the main 
library and continuing every third Wednesday of the month from 11:30am – 5:30pm.   

 
5. BOARD COMMUNICATIONS, NON-AGENDA 

 
President Scott Means announced that the Alameda Food Bank heard the presentation about 
age friendly cities and asked if there are ways to get funding from AARP, so they can support the 
work of age friendly cities.     
 
6. ADJOURNMENT 

 
President Means adjourned the meeting at 8:49 p.m. 
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