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Participants/Collaborators

Buena Vista Methodist United Church
Buddhist Temple of Alameda
Rhythmix Cultural Works

Alameda Marketplace

City of Alameda (Library)




Alameda Japanese
American Confinement
Site Grant

This grant from the National Park
Service was a parallel project to the
Alameda Japantown Historical
Marker project.

The project was to preserve
photographs, articles, stories and
histories from the Alameda Japanese
American community.

The wealth of information found for
the digital history project provided
the content for the Japantown
Markers. Permissions from
individuals and/or surviving families
were secured for all material
collected and used.
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Wednesday, May 17 « 4pm
Inaugural event and reception

atthe Alameda Free Library ¢
Doors open at 3pm

alamedaJAhistory.wordpress.com
photo: “Patriotism on Roller Skates” by Takuritsu Morita




Project Purpose

To build awareness of Alameda's hidden Japantown through the development of historic markers that
share the rich immigrant history, disruption and removal during WWII, return and rebuilding of the
Japanese American community, and to offer lessons for today to embrace diversity & advocate for civil
liberties for all people.

Create four historic markers that connect the extant Japanese American community sites and the
former sites of Japantown businesses concentrated on Park and Oak Street from Buena Vista to Lincoln.
The four locations will serve as anchors for walking tours of the historic Japanese community.

With the loss of the first and second generations of Japanese Americans, much of the early Alameda
Japantown history and first person stories have gone with them. This project was an opportunity to honor
the history of the Japanese American community in Alameda, while adding to the rich diversity of our
changing community.
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Of the many self portraits he made, this is Mataichi Ozeki’s most compelling, standing with the American and J,
collar and flower in his lapel. He seems to have been comfortable with the new world he was living in, and with Caucasian people, as he
i Ily. circa 1907-1910.
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Avoiding the Tag
An Alameda Taiiku Kai player slidies into base for this posed photograph.
McKinley Park, Alameda, CA. 1916 to 1920s.




Tonarigumi Logo

Tonarigumi

Alameda’s Historic Japantown Neighborhood
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Special Thanks

Jill Shiraki

Education Coordinator for J-SEI, contributor to the California Japantowns
and the Japantown Atlas Project, member of Buena Vista United Methodist
Church

Kazumo Julio Cesar Naganuma

NDD Creative. Provided creative direction and design for the Logo and
Markers. He also oversaw the layout, fabrication and the installation of all
four markers.




