n Alameda Native History Project
2201 Shoreline Drive #6334
Alameda, California 94501
(5610) 747-8423
info@nativehistoryproject.org

April 24, 2025

Mayor Ezzy Ashcraft and Members of the Alameda City Council
Alameda City Hall

2263 Santa Clara Ave

Alameda, CA 94501

Re: Objection to Continued Payments to Alameda Museum and Call for Repatriation of
Funerary Objects

Dear Mayor Ashcraft and Members of the City Council,

| am writing to express my ongoing and urgent objection to the City’s continued payments to the

Alameda Museum for the storage of official City archives.

The Alameda Museum is not a responsible steward of these public records. The Museum is
barely open to the public, with hours limited to Saturdays from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Sundays
from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. It has repeatedly misrepresented and erased entire communities from
Alameda history. Native American history is inaccurately labeled, with Ohlone people
misidentified as Miwok. African American history is absent. Asian American history is missing.
The Museum continues to display funerary objects that were stolen from Ohlone burial grounds,
and when called out, it quietly removed photographs documenting the dedication of a plaque

rather than correcting its mistake. This is not transparency or accountability. It is censorship.

The objects currently in the possession of the Alameda Museum are not its property. They were
taken from Alameda shellmounds and transferred to the Alameda Library. No documentary
evidence exists showing any lawful transfer of ownership. Under the federal Native American
Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) of 1990, associated and unassociated
funerary objects must be returned to the culturally affiliated tribe. California’s Native American
Historic Resource Protection Act makes it a crime to remove, possess, or display items from
Native burial grounds. Assembly Bill 52 (2014) and Senate Bill 18 (2004) require meaningful
consultation with tribes regarding cultural resources. Assembly Bill 389 (2023) strengthened

California’s requirements for repatriation. The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of

St oA, by Guiom kDl
Q4 S»B age 1o
22025



¢ Jo g ebed

108f014 A10)SIH @AIEN BpaWe)Y 4apuno

uesunq |auqes

LA ANV AL (ve

‘AInpioadsay

‘Puglst siyl Jing oym
s|doad A1 ay) sesels jey) uonnsul ue poddns o) Buinunuod ajiym Ayo aaisnjoul pue s|qeinba

Ue 8¢ 0} WIefd Jouued epawe|y ‘Joadsal pue ‘A)jigejunodoe ‘yingy sainba. 1sed ayy wouy Buljesy

"SaIUNWIWOD pasesd Aj|eol0lsiy Jayjo pue ‘Ueduswy UBISY ‘UBdLISWY UBdUpY
‘UBdlIBWY SAlJEBN JO SUOINQLIU0D 8y} Siouoy pue AIoisly epawely sjuasaidas Ajpjeindoe
Jey} wnasnw 1o Jajuad AIoISIy [eJn)nd aAISNjoul ‘Mau e puny pue dojeasp A) syl b
"uoissaessod s wnasnyy 8y} ui sjeusiew
[eSH0)sIY paumo-AiQ |le Jo AlojusAul pue Jpne juspuadapul Ue Jonpuod AN 8y '€
"aqld] SUOJYQO BWOMN]
3y} 0} pauinjal 8q ued Aay) [nun Ayjioey sjerndosdde pue sjes e ul way) aoejd pue
wnasniy epawely ay) Aq pjay Apuaino s1osfqo Atessuny ||e Jo uoissassod aye} AuD ayl 'z
"SeAlyaJe o1jgnd jo yusweabeuew
Jo abelols ay) 10) Wnasnyy epawely ayy o} Buipuny jje aseao Ajgjeipawwl A0 ayl |

:Buimojoy sy puewsap Ajjnjoadsai |

‘ealy Aeg 09sioueI{ UBS 8Y) JO QL] 8Uojyo
ewamniy 8y} 0} Buojaq Alinjiybu ey syoelqo Asessuny Aejdsip pue pjoy 0] wnasnjy epswepy
ay) Buimojje Aq spiepuels pue sme| 8say) JO UOHEJOIA Ul AjjuaLino S| epawely Jo A0 ay |

"s109[qo |eluowalad pue sujewsas uewny Jo
uonelyedal ay) o) sejdoad snousbipuy jo Wbl sy} swiiye ‘7002 Ul pajdope ‘sajdoad snouabipuj



