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[EXTERNAL] Public Comment Regarding Littlejohn Park

From Andrey Shmakov <akshmakov@gmail.com>
Date Thu 3/12/2026 8:01 AM
To Justin Long <jlong@alamedaca.gov>

Cc  Robyn Beckwith <robynbeckwith@gmail.com>

Dear ARPD Director Long and Alameda Recreation and Parks Commissioners:

We are writing to bring to your attention and provide feedback for your consideration regarding a
situation with Littlejohn Park in Central Alameda. While the community welcomes the renewed
investment and the introduction of games to the park, the recent installation of full-field fencing has
significantly impacted the area’s utility for us and the rest of the community. We cannot overstate how
much we enjoy this as our local green space, how vibrant it is with weekend events, bbgs, young
families, couples and pets enjoying the outdoors and being part of a collective community.

For the 90% of the time when games are not being played, the semi-permanent fencing as currently
installed severely restricts available green spaces and actively dissuades established uses that have
been present for decades, such as birthday parties, picnics, children's free play and pickup games.
Please consider requiring that the Little League teams remove the external boundary fencing after
their games and only reinstall it before scheduled play so that general community use can proceed in
between. We have lived here for five years and go to Littlejohn Park daily. It would significantly impact
our enjoyment of the open green space to have it permanently segregated in a way that is
exclusionary to the broader public community not directly involved in Little League games.

Thank you for your consideration. We are grateful for the investment in our neighborhood park and
hope this issue can be resolved for the benefit of all parties to ensure a fun and safe environment for
everyone.

Kind regards,

Andrey Shmakov and Robyn Beckwith
Community members and residents



