'l‘he 14 Characternstncs of Fasclsm

Dr. Lawrence Britt; a political
scientist, wrote an altlcle about
fascism which appeared in Free
Inquiry magazine, a journal of
humanist thought, Spring 2003. Dr.
Britt studied the fascist regimes of
Hitler (Germany), Mussolini (Italy),
Franco (Spain), Suharto (Indonesia),
and Pinochet (Chile). He found the
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regimes all had 14 things in common, il
and he calls these the identifying . . : N
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1. Powerful and Continuing
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2. Disdain for the Recognition of
Human Rights: Because of fear of
enemies and the need for security, the
people in fascist regimes are
persuaded that human rights can be
ignored in certain cases because of
“need.” The people tend to look the
other way or even approve of torture,
summary executions, assassinations,
long incarcerations of prisoners, etc.

3. ID of Enemies/Scapegoats as a KA
Unifying Cause: The people are

rallied into a unifying patriotic frenzy over the need to
eliminate a perceived common threat or foe: racial ,
ethnic or 1ehg10us mlnorltles liberals; communist
socialists, “terrorists,” etc.

4. Supremacy of the Military: Even when th
widespread domestic problems, the military is
disproportionate amount of government fui
the domestic agenda is neglected; soldiers and tnili
service are glamonzed
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creating a mutually beneficial business/government
relationship and power elite.

0. Labor Power is Suppressed: Because the
rganizing power of labor is the only real threat to a
scist government, labor unions arc either eliminated
ntirely, or are severely suppressed.

Disdain for Intellectuals and the Arts: Fascist
ations tend to promote and tolerate open hostility to
‘higher education, and academia. It is not uncommon
nd other academics to be censored or
~expression in the arts is openly
rninents often refuse to fund the

Under fascist regimes, tradition
made more rigid. Opposmont i
vhomophobla and anti-gay leglslatlo_
palicy:
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.and Punishment: Under
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8. Religion and Governme

fascist regimes for national
Governments in fascist nationstend-to:us the most treasures to be appropriated or
common religion in the nation as'z »mampulate | by government leaders.
public opinion. Religious rhetoric and erminology is lections: Sometimes elections in
common from government leaders, even when th on$ are a complete sham. Other times
major tenets of the religion are dlametrlcally oppose ‘manipulated by smear campaigns against
to the government’s policies or actions. 1i‘assassination of opposition candidates, use of
9. Corporate Power is Protected: The industriz

A egislation to control voting numbers or polltlcal
business aristocracy of a fascist nation often are t listrict boundaries, and manipulation of the media.
ones who put the government leaders into power

ascist nations also typically use their judiciaries to
manipulate or control elections.

Does any of this sound familiar???
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