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Use of Force
300.1   PURPOSE AND SCOPE
This policy provides guidelines on the reasonable use of force. While there is no way to specify
the exact amount or type of reasonable force to be applied in any situation, every member of
this department is expected to use these guidelines to make such decisions in a professional,
impartial, and reasonable manner (Government Code § 7286).

In addition to those methods, techniques, and tools set forth below, the guidelines for the
reasonable application of force contained in this policy shall apply to all policies addressing
the potential use of force, including but not limited to the Control Devices and Techniques and
Conducted Energy Device policies.

Retaliation prohibitions for reporting suspected violations are addressed in the Anti-Retaliation
Policy.

300.1.1   DEFINITIONS
Definitions related to this policy include:

Active Resistance – Imminent threat(s) through verbal statement(s) and/or physical action(s) by
an individual who has the intent, means, opportunity, and ability to:

1) resist arrest/custody through violence and/or

2) flee from arrest/custody.

Compliant Subject - An individual who is cooperative, responsive to lawful commands, and offers
no active resistance.

Control Hold - Any Department-approved method or hold, designed to control the movement of
an individual by manually applying pressure to a particular part of their body (such as bent wrist
control hold, twist lock, rear wrist lock, finger lock, etc.). A control hold can be applied without
implementing pain.

Control Techniques - Movements/manipulation of an engaged individual by an officer which
could include pushing, pulling, guiding, and/or the use of control holds.

Deadly/Lethal Force - Any use of force that creates a substantial risk of causing death or serious
bodily injury, including but not limited to the discharge of a firearm (Penal Code § 835a).

De-escalation - The process of using strategies and techniques intended to decrease the need
to use force and/or reducing or ending the application of force.

Disengagement - A de-escalation tactic designed to avoid or minimize the need to use
force, or otherwise unsafe outcomes for both the individual being contacted and/or the officer.
Disengagement may be a viable option for individuals who pose no additional threats to others,
there is no crime, or for individuals who may later be apprehended under safer conditions.
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Emergency Medical Treatment – Treatment for significant injuries where an individual requires
life-saving intervention and/or treatment at a hospital.

Exigent Circumstances – Circumstances where a reasonable person would believe that certain
action(s) and/or response(s) were necessary to prevent harm.

Feasible - Reasonably capable of being done or carried out under the circumstances to

successfully achieve the arrest or lawful objective without increasing risk to the officer or another
person (Government Code § 7286(a)).

Force - The application of physical techniques/tactics, chemical agents, or weapons upon another
person to:

(a) Defend against an assault, and/or

(b) Overcome resistance to arrest/custody, and/or

(c) Overcome flight from arrest/custody.

It is not a use of force when a person allows themselves to be searched, escorted, handcuffed,
or restrained.

Imminent Threat - A threat which, based on the totality of the circumstances and clear articulable
facts, a reasonable officer in the same situation would believe that a person has the present
ability, opportunity, and apparent intent to immediately cause death or injury to the officer or
another person. An officer's subjective fear of future harm alone is insufficient as an imminent
threat. Imminent threat is one that from appearances must be immediately addressed. (Penal
Code 835a).

Intercede- Includes, but is not limited to, verbally and/or physically stopping the excessive use
of force.

Less-Lethal Force - Any use of force, other than deadly force, which by design presents less
potential for causing death or serious injury than conventional lethal force options.

Medical Treatment – Treatment for injuries not requiring lifesaving intervention.  This includes
first aid in the field or treatment at a medical facility.

Necessary Force - Force where objectively reasonable alternatives were not available and/or
practical and the force used was reasonable based on the Department's policy and training to
effect the lawful purpose intended.

Objectively Reasonable – An assessment of reasonableness based on a specific set of facts
and a totality of circumstances where an officer's conduct is evaluated based on the reasonable
officer standard.  This evaluation is used to determine whether the officer's actions were justified
given the situation they faced at that time.

Pain Compliance Technique - Involves either the manipulation of a person's joints or activating
certain pressure points intended to create sufficient pain for the purpose of motivating a person
to comply with verbal commands.
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Passive Resistance - Resistance where an individual does not follow the lawful verbal commands
of an officer and does not engage in acts of violence and/or physical resistance in any way.
Examples: A person who goes completely limp, sits down, and refuses to stand or walk, or who
may stand with arms at their sides without attempting to strike at or physically resist officers.

Personal Body Weapons - An officer's use of their body part, including but not limited to hand,
foot, knee, elbow, shoulder, hip, arm, leg, or head by means of kinetic energy transfer (impact)
to gain control of a subject.

Pre-Event Conduct - The actions of police personnel, to include the process of gathering and
assessing all of the information and resources available to officers prior to an event.

Restrained Person – A person who has fully been placed into any authorized restraint device
such as handcuffs, leg restraints, or a WRAP Restraint Device.

Serious Bodily Injury - A serious impairment of physical condition, including but not limited to
the following: loss of consciousness; concussion; bone fracture; protracted loss or impairment
of function of any bodily member or organ; a wound requiring extensive suturing; and serious
disfigurement (Penal Code § 243(f)(4)).

Tactical Repositioning - A tactic considered when circumstances reasonably appear to be
conducive and advantageous to physically move or change an officer's location. The intent is to
seize opportunities to gain additional time, distance, and cover in a manner that supports safety
for members of the community, officers, and the subject. When appropriate, the objective is to
consider tactical repositioning as an option in support of de-escalation techniques and to increase
an officer's reaction time and tactical options. Tactical repositioning is not considered a "retreat"
as outlined in PC 835a(d) and should be included as another option for officers to consider when
attempting an arrest.

Takedown Technique – A method designed to physically take a subject to the ground with the
intent of gaining control of the subject.

Totality of the Circumstances - All facts known to the officer at the time, including the conduct
of the officer and the subject leading up to the use of force (Penal Code § 835a).

300.2   POLICY
The Alameda Police Department's highest priority is safeguarding the life, dignity, and liberty of
all persons. Officers shall demonstrate this principle in their daily interactions with the community
they are sworn to protect and serve. The Department is committed to accomplishing this mission
with respect and minimal reliance on the use of force by using rapport-building communication,
crisis intervention, and de-escalation tactics before resorting to force. Officers must respect the
sanctity of human life, act in all possible respects to preserve human life, and minimize the force
that is used, while still protecting themselves and the public.

In all cases where physical force is used and no other options were practical, officers shall use a
minimum amount of force to accomplish a legitimate law enforcement objective that is objectively
reasonable and proportional to effectively and safely overcome resistance.
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The United States Supreme Court in Graham v. Connor, 490 U.S. 386 (1989), held that, in order
to comply with the U.S. Constitution, an officer's use of force must be objectively reasonable under
the totality of circumstances known to the officer at the time. Additionally, Penal Code section
835(a) imposes further restrictions on an officer's use of force.

The use of force by law enforcement personnel is a matter of critical concern, both to the public
and to the law enforcement community. Officers are involved on a daily basis in numerous and
varied interactions and, when warranted, may use reasonable force in carrying out their duties.

Officers must have an understanding of, and true appreciation for, their authority and limitations.
This is especially true with respect to overcoming resistance while engaged in the performance
of law enforcement duties.

The Alameda Police Department recognizes and respects the value of all human life and dignity
without prejudice to anyone. Vesting officers with the authority to use reasonable force and to
protect the public welfare requires monitoring, evaluation and a careful balancing of all interests.

300.2.1   DUTY TO INTERCEDE
Any officer present and observing another law enforcement officer or an employee using force
that is clearly beyond that which is necessary, as determined by an objectively reasonable officer
under the circumstances, shall, when in a position to do so, intercede (as defined by Government
Code § 7286) to prevent the use of unreasonable force.

When observing force used by a law enforcement officer, each officer should take into account
the totality of the circumstances and the possibility that other law enforcement officers may have
additional information regarding the threat posed by the subject (Government Code § 7286(b)).

300.2.2   FAIR AND UNBIASED USE OF FORCE
Officers are expected to carry out their duties, including the use of force, in a manner that is
fair and unbiased (Government Code § 7286(b)). Any application of force that is solely rooted
in bias against a person's race, ethnicity, national origin, religion, disability, gender identity or
expression, sexual orientation, or any other protected class/characteristic is strictly prohibited.
Officers engaged in such action will be subject to termination. See the Bias-Based Policing Policy.

300.2.3   DUTY TO REPORT EXCESSIVE FORCE
Any officer who observes a law enforcement officer or an employee use force that potentially
exceeds what the officer reasonably believes to be necessary shall immediately report these
observations to a supervisor (Government Code § 7286(b)).

As used in this subsection, "immediately" means as soon as it is safe and feasible to do so.

300.2.4   FAILURE TO INTERCEDE
An officer who has received the required training on the duty to intercede and then fails to act to
intercede when required by law, may be disciplined in the same manner as the officer who used
force beyond that which is necessary (Government Code § 7286(b)).
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300.3   USE OF FORCE
Officers shall use only that amount of force that reasonably appears necessary given the facts
and totality of the circumstances known to or perceived by the officer at the time of the event to
accomplish a legitimate law enforcement purpose (Penal Code § 835a).

The reasonableness of force will be judged from the perspective of a reasonable officer on the
scene at the time of the incident. Any evaluation of reasonableness must allow for the fact that
officers are often forced to make split-second decisions about the amount of force that reasonably
appears necessary in a particular situation, with limited information and in circumstances that are
tense, uncertain, and rapidly evolving.

Given that no policy can realistically predict every possible situation an officer might encounter,
officers are entrusted to use well-reasoned discretion in determining the appropriate use of force in
each incident. Officers may only use a level of force that they reasonably believe is proportional to
the seriousness of the suspected offense or the reasonably perceived level of actual or threatened
resistance (Government Code § 7286(b)).

It is also recognized that circumstances may arise in which officers reasonably believe that it
would be impractical or ineffective to use any of the approved or authorized tools, weapons,
or methods provided by the Alameda Police Department. Officers may find it more effective or
reasonable to improvise their response to rapidly unfolding conditions that they are confronting. In
such circumstances, the use of any improvised device or method must nonetheless be objectively
reasonable and utilized only to the degree that reasonably appears necessary to accomplish a
legitimate law enforcement purpose.

While the ultimate objective of every law enforcement encounter is to avoid or minimize injury,
nothing in this policy requires an officer to retreat or be exposed to possible physical injury before
applying reasonable force. Officers should consider re-positioning or disengaging.

300.3.1   USE OF FORCE TO EFFECT AN ARREST
Any peace officer may use objectively reasonable force to effect an arrest, to prevent escape,
or to overcome resistance. A peace officer who makes or attempts to make an arrest need not
retreat or desist from their efforts by reason of resistance or threatened resistance on the part
of the person being arrested; nor shall an officer be deemed the aggressor or lose their right to
self-defense by the use of reasonable force to effect the arrest, prevent escape, or to overcome
resistance. Retreat does not mean tactical repositioning or other de-escalation techniques (Penal
Code § 835a).

300.3.2   FACTORS USED TO DETERMINE THE REASONABLENESS OF FORCE
When determining whether to apply force and evaluating whether an officer has used reasonable
force, a number of factors should be taken into consideration, as time and circumstances permit
(Government Code § 7286(b)). These factors include but are not limited to:

(a) The apparent immediacy and severity of the threat to officers or others (Penal Code
§ 835a).
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(b) The conduct of the individual being confronted, as reasonably perceived by the officer
at the time (Penal Code § 835a).

(c) Officer/subject factors (age, size, relative strength, skill level, injuries sustained, level
of exhaustion or fatigue, the number of officers available vs. subjects).

(d) The conduct of the involved officer leading up to the use of force (Penal Code § 835a).

(e) The effects of suspected drugs or alcohol.

(f) The individual's apparent mental state or capacity (Penal Code § 835a).

(g) The individual's apparent ability to understand and comply with officer commands
(Penal Code § 835a).

(h) Proximity of weapons or dangerous improvised devices.

(i) The degree to which the subject has been effectively restrained and their ability to
resist despite being restrained.

(j) The availability of other reasonable and feasible options and their possible
effectiveness (Penal Code § 835a).

(k) Seriousness of the suspected offense or reason for contact with the individual prior
to and at the time force is used.

(l) Training and experience of the officer.

(m) Potential for injury to officers, suspects, bystanders, and others.

(n) Whether the person appears to be resisting, attempting to evade arrest by flight, or
is attacking the officer.

(o) The risk and reasonably foreseeable consequences of escape.

(p) The apparent need for immediate control of the subject or a prompt resolution of the
situation.

(q) Whether the conduct of the individual being confronted no longer reasonably appears
to pose an imminent threat to the officer or others.

(r) Prior contacts with the subject or awareness of any propensity for violence.

(s) Any other exigent circumstances.

300.3.3   PAIN COMPLIANCE TECHNIQUES
Pain compliance techniques may be effective in controlling a physically or actively resisting
individual. Officers may only apply those pain compliance techniques for which they have
successfully completed department-approved training. Officers utilizing any pain compliance
technique should consider:

(a) The degree to which the application of the technique may be controlled given the level
of resistance.

(b) Whether the person can comply with the direction or orders of the officer.

(c) Whether the person has been given sufficient opportunity to comply.
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The application of any pain compliance technique shall be discontinued once the officer
determines that compliance has been achieved.

300.3.4   USE OF FORCE TO SEIZE EVIDENCE
In general, officers may use reasonable force to lawfully seize evidence and to prevent the
destruction of evidence. However, officers are discouraged from using force solely to prevent
a person from swallowing evidence or contraband. In the instance when force is used, officers
should not intentionally use any technique that restricts blood flow to the head, restricts respiration
or which creates a reasonable likelihood that blood flow to the head or respiration would be
restricted. Officers are encouraged to use techniques and methods taught by the Alameda Police
Department for this specific purpose.

300.3.5   ALTERNATIVE TACTICS - DE-ESCALATION
De-escalation and Force Minimization: Every officer's goal, throughout an encounter with a
member of the public, shall be to de-escalate, wherever possible, and resolve the encounter
without resorting to the use of force. Wherever possible, officers shall employ de-escalation
techniques to increase the likelihood of voluntary compliance with law enforcement requests or
directives and, thereby, decrease the likelihood that a use of force will become necessary during
an incident. Further, in any encounters that do call for applying force, officers must always use
a minimal amount of force that is objectively reasonable to safely achieve their legitimate law
enforcement objective.

Proportionality: When determining the appropriate level of force, officers shall balance the severity
of the offense committed and the level of resistance based on the totality of the circumstances
known to or perceived by the officer at the time. It is particularly important that officers apply
proportionality and critical decision making when encountering a subject who is unarmed or armed
with a weapon other than a firearm.

Minimizing the Use of Deadly Force: Deadly force may only be used when it is objectively
reasonable that such action is necessary to protect the officer or another person from imminent
danger of death or serious bodily harm. Officers shall not use deadly force if it is objectively
reasonable that alternative techniques will eliminate the imminent danger and ultimately achieve
the law enforcement purpose with less risk of harm to the officer or to other persons.

Vulnerable Populations: Officers should be particularly sensitive when considering the use of force
against vulnerable populations, including children, elderly persons, pregnant women, people with
physical and mental disabilities, people experiencing mental health crises, and people with limited
English proficiency.

Foster Strong Community Relationships: The Alameda Police Department understands that uses
of force, even if lawful and proper, can have a damaging effect on the public's perception of the
Department and the Department's relationship with the community. The Department is committed
to fostering strong community relations by building on its historic tradition of progressive policing,
ensuring accountability and transparency, and striving to increase trust with our community.
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De-escalation tactics and techniques are actions used by officers which seek to minimize the
need to use force during an incident. Such tactics and techniques may increase the likelihood of
voluntary compliance when employed and shall be used when it is safe to do so. De-escalation
tactics emphasize slowing down an incident to allow time, distance, and flexibility for the situation
to resolve. Officers shall continually assess the dynamics of a situation and modulate their
response and actions appropriately. Officers may be justified in using force at one moment, but
not justified in using force the next due to a change in dynamics. The application of these tactics
is intended to increase the potential for resolution with a minimal reliance on the use of force, or
without using force at all.

As time and circumstances reasonably permit, and when community and officer safety would
not be compromised, officers should consider actions that may increase officer safety and may
decrease the need for using force:

(a) Summoning additional resources that are able to respond in a reasonably timely
manner.

(b) Formulating a plan with responding officers before entering an unstable situation that
does not reasonably appear to require immediate intervention.

(c) Employing other tactics that do not unreasonably increase officer jeopardy.

In addition, when reasonable, officers should evaluate the totality of circumstances presented at
the time in each situation and, when feasible, consider and utilize reasonably available alternative
tactics and techniques that may persuade an individual to voluntarily comply or may mitigate the
need to use a higher level of force to resolve the situation before applying force (Government
Code § 7286(b)). Such alternatives may include but are not limited to:

(a) Attempts to de-escalate a situation.

(b) If reasonably available, the use of crisis intervention techniques by properly trained
personnel.

(c) Maintaining a safe distance.

(d) Using available cover and concealment and identifying escape routes.

(e) Staging other relevant emergency personnel such as the Alameda Fire Department.

(f) Controlling vehicle and pedestrian traffic.

(g) Establishing communication, preferably with one officer.

(h) Creating an emergency plan and a deliberate plan with contingencies.

(i) Making a tactical approach to the scene.

(j) Gathering intelligence concerning the incident and/or the involved person(s) from
available sources.

(k) Evaluating if the person has any of the following conditions which may prevent or delay
effective de-escalation:

1. Physical disability
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2. Mental health disability

3. Developmental disability

4. Intellectual disability

5. Under the influence of drugs (prescribed or otherwise) or alcohol, or both

(l) Using available cover and concealment, as appropriate.

(m) Utilizing distance and space to maximize non-confrontational contact and dialogue.

(n) Communicating with the person in a calm, slow, non-threatening manner and tone:

1. Provide clear, concise directions or commands

2. Allow person(s) to express themselves verbally; allow the person to "vent"

3. Ask open-ended questions

4. Recognize the importance of verbal and non-verbal communication being in
sync

(o) Deploying less-lethal resources.

(p) Tactical repositioning of resources and personnel.

(q) Disengagement.

300.3.6   RESTRICTIONS ON THE USE OF A CHOKE HOLD
Officers of this department are not authorized to use a choke hold. A choke hold means any
defensive tactic or force option in which direct pressure is applied to a person’s trachea or windpipe
(Government Code § 7286.5).

300.3.7   ADDITIONAL RESTRICTIONS
Officers are not authorized to use any restraint or transportation method which would create
substantial risk of positional asphyxia as defined by Government Code § 7286.5 and/or
unreasonably impair an individual's breathing or respiratory capacity. Once controlled, the
individual shall be placed into a recovery position (e.g., supine or seated) and officers shall
promptly check and continuously monitored  the individual's condition for signs of medical distress
(Government Code § 7286.5). Pressure on the head, neck, and/or spine shall be avoided. Any
pressure applied on the back shall be transitory. Department policy further requires restrained
individuals shall be placed into the recovery position immediately. If a decision is made to place
a restrained individual into a leg restraint device, officers shall comply with Policy 306.7

300.4   DEADLY FORCE APPLICATIONS
Where feasible, the officer shall, prior to the use of deadly force, make reasonable efforts to identify
themselves  themself as a peace officer and to warn that deadly force may be used, unless the
officer has objectively reasonable grounds to believe the person is aware of those facts (Penal
Code § 835a).
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If an objectively reasonable officer would consider it safe and feasible to do so under the totality
of the circumstances, officers shall evaluate and use other reasonably available resources and
techniques when determining whether to use deadly force. To the extent that it is reasonably
practical, officers should consider their surroundings and any potential risks to bystanders prior to
discharging a firearm (Government Code § 7286(b)).

The use of deadly force is only justified when the officer reasonably believes it is necessary in the
following circumstances (Penal Code § 835a):

(a) An officer may use deadly force to protect themselves  themself or others from what
they  the officer reasonably believe  believes is an imminent threat of death or serious
bodily injury to the officer or another person.

(b) An officer may use deadly force to apprehend a fleeing person for any felony that
threatened or resulted in death or serious bodily injury, if the officer reasonably
believes that the person will cause death or serious bodily injury to another unless
immediately apprehended.

Officers shall not use deadly force against a person based on the danger that person poses to
themselves themself, if an objectively reasonable officer would believe the person does not pose
an imminent threat of death or serious bodily injury to the officer or to another person (Penal Code
§ 835a).

Additionally, an officer should not use deadly force against a person whose actions are a threat
solely to property.

An "imminent" threat of death or serious bodily injury exists when, based on the totality of the
circumstances, a reasonable officer in the same situation would believe that a person has the
present ability, opportunity, and apparent intent to immediately cause death or serious bodily injury
to the officer or another person. An officer's subjective fear of future harm alone is insufficient as
an imminent threat. An imminent threat is one that from appearances is reasonably believed to
require instant attention (Penal Code § 835a).

300.4.1   SHOOTING AT OR FROM MOVING VEHICLES
Shots fired at or from a moving vehicle are rarely effective and may involve additional
considerations and risks in addition to the justification for the use of deadly force. When feasible,
officers should take reasonable steps to move out of the path of an approaching vehicle instead
of discharging their firearm at the vehicle or any of its occupants. An officer should only discharge
a firearm at a moving vehicle or its occupants when the officer reasonably believes there are no
other reasonable means available to avert the imminent threat of the vehicle, or if deadly force
other than the vehicle is directed at the officer or others (Government Code § 7286(b)).

Officers should not shoot at any part of a vehicle in an attempt to disable the vehicle.
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300.4.2   DISPLAYING OF FIREARMS
Given that individuals might perceive the display of a firearm as a potential application of force,
officers should carefully evaluate each tactical situation and use sound discretion when drawing
a firearm in public by considering the following guidelines (Government Code § 7286(b)):

(a) If the officer does not initially perceive a threat but reasonably believes that the
potential for such threat exists, firearms should generally be kept in the low-ready or
other position not directed toward an individual.

(b) If the officer reasonably believes that a threat exists based on the totality of
circumstances presented at the time (e.g., high-risk stop, tactical entry, armed
encounter), firearms may be directed toward such threat until the officer no longer
perceives such threat.

Once it is reasonably safe to do so, officers should carefully secure all firearms.

300.5   REPORTING THE USE OF FORCE
Any use of force by a member of this department shall be documented promptly, completely and
accurately in an appropriate report, depending on the nature of the incident. The officer should
articulate the factors perceived and why they believed the use of force was reasonable under the
circumstances. To collect data for purposes of training, resource allocation, analysis and related
purposes, the Alameda Police Department may require the completion of additional report forms,
as specified in department policy, procedure or law.

300.5.1   NOTIFICATION TO SUPERVISORS
Any use of force by an officer shall be reported immediately to a supervisor, including but not
limited to the following circumstances (Penal Code § 832.13):

(a) The application caused a visible injury.

(b) The application would lead a reasonable officer to conclude that the individual may
have experienced more than momentary discomfort.

(c) The individual subjected to the force complained of injury or continuing pain.

(d) The individual indicates intent to pursue litigation.

(e) Any application of a conducted energy device or control device.

(f) Any application of a restraint device other than handcuffs, shackles, or belly chains.

(g) The individual subjected to the force was rendered unconscious.

(h) An individual was struck or kicked.

(i) An individual alleges unreasonable force was used or that any of the above has
occurred.

As used in this subsection, "immediately" means as soon as it is safe and feasible to do so.

300.5.1   REPORT RESTRICTIONS
Officers shall not use the term "excited delirium" to describe an individual in an incident report.
Officers may describe the characteristics of an individual's conduct, but shall not generally
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describe the individual's demeanor, conduct, or physical and mental condition at issue as "excited
delirium" (Health and Safety Code § 24402).

300.5.2   REPORTING TO CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
Statistical data regarding all officer-involved shootings and incidents involving use of force
resulting in serious bodily injury is to be reported to the California Department of Justice as required
by Government Code § 12525.2. See the Records Division Policy.

300.6   MEDICAL CONSIDERATIONS
Once it is reasonably safe to do so, properly trained officers should promptly provide or procure
medical assistance for any person injured or claiming to have been injured in a use of force incident
(Government Code § 7286(b)).

Prior to booking or release, medical assistance shall be obtained for any person who exhibits signs
of physical distress, who has sustained visible injury, expresses a complaint of injury or continuing
pain, or who was rendered unconscious. Any individual exhibiting signs of physical distress after
an encounter should be continuously monitored until the individual can be medically assessed.

Based upon the officer's initial assessment of the nature and extent of the subject's injuries,
medical assistance may consist of examination by fire personnel, paramedics, hospital staff, or
medical staff at the jail. If any such individual refuses medical attention, such a refusal shall be
fully documented in related reports and, whenever practicable, should be witnessed by another
officer and/or medical personnel. If a recording is made of the contact or an interview with the
individual, any refusal should be included in the recording, if possible.

The on-scene supervisor or, if the on-scene supervisor is not available, the primary handling officer
shall ensure that any person providing medical care or receiving custody of a person following any
use of force is informed that the person was subjected to force. This notification shall include a
description of the force used and any other circumstances the officer reasonably believes would
be potential safety or medical risks to the subject (e.g., prolonged struggle, extreme agitation,
impaired respiration).

Persons who exhibit extreme agitation, violent irrational behavior accompanied by profuse
sweating, extraordinary strength beyond their physical characteristics and imperviousness to pain,
or who require a protracted physical encounter with multiple officers to be brought under control,
may be at an increased risk of sudden death. Calls involving these persons should be considered
medical emergencies. Officers who reasonably suspect a medical emergency should request
medical assistance as soon as practicable and have medical personnel stage away if appropriate.

See the Medical Aid and Response Policy for additional guidelines.

300.7   SUPERVISOR RESPONSIBILITY
A supervisor should respond to any reported use of force, if reasonably available. The
responding supervisor is expected to (Government Code § 7286(b)):
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(a) Obtain the basic facts from the involved officers. Absent an allegation of misconduct
or excessive force, this will be considered a routine contact in the normal course of
duties.

(b) Ensure that any injured parties are examined and treated.

(c) When possible, separately obtain a recorded interview with the subject upon whom
force was applied. If this interview is conducted without the person having voluntarily
waived theirMiranda rights, the following shall apply:

1. The content of the interview should not be summarized or included in any related
criminal charges.

2. The fact that a recorded interview was conducted should be documented in a
property or other report.

3. The recording of the interview should be distinctly marked for retention until all
potential for civil litigation has expired.

(d) Once any initial medical assessment has been completed or first aid has been
rendered, ensure that photographs have been taken of any areas involving visible
injury or complaint of pain, as well as overall photographs of uninjured areas. These
photographs should be retained until all potential for civil litigation has expired.

(e) Identify any witnesses not already included in related reports.

(f) Review and approve all related reports.

(g) Determine if there is any indication that the subject may pursue civil litigation.

1. If there is an indication of potential civil litigation, the supervisor should complete
and route a notification of a potential claim through the appropriate channels.

(h) Evaluate the circumstances surrounding the incident and initiate an administrative
investigation if there is a question of policy non-compliance or if for any reason further
investigation may be appropriate.

In the event that a supervisor is unable to respond to the scene of an incident involving the reported
application of force, the supervisor is still expected to complete as many of the above items as
circumstances permit.

300.7.1   WATCH COMMANDER RESPONSIBILITY
The Watch Commander shall review each use of force by any personnel within their command to
ensure compliance with this policy and to address any training issues.

300.8   TRAINING
Officers, investigators, and supervisors will receive periodic  annual training on this policy and
demonstrate their knowledge and understanding (Government Code § 7286(b)).

Subject to available resources, the Training Sergeant should ensure that officers receive periodic
training on de-escalation tactics, including alternatives to force.

Training should also include (Government Code § 7286(b)):
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(a) Guidelines regarding vulnerable populations, including but not limited to children,
elderly persons, pregnant individuals, and individuals with physical, mental, and
developmental disabilities.

(b) Training courses required by and consistent with POST guidelines set forth in Penal
Code § 13519.10.

See the Training Policy for restrictions relating to officers who are the subject of a sustained use
of force complaint.

300.8.1   TRAINING REQUIREMENTS
Required annual training shall include:

(a) Legal updates.

(b) De-escalation tactics, including alternatives to force.

(c) The duty to intercede.

(d) The duty to request and/or render medical aid.

(e) Warning shots (see the Firearms Policy).

(f) All other subjects covered in this policy (e.g., use of deadly force, chokeholds and
carotid holds, discharge of a firearm at or from a moving vehicle, verbal warnings).

(g) Training courses required by and consistent with POST guidelines set forth in Penal
Code § 13519.10.

See the Training Policy for restrictions relating to officers who are the subject of a sustained use
of force complaint.

300.8.2   STATE-SPECIFIC TRAINING REQUIREMENTS
Required state-specific training shall include guidelines regarding vulnerable populations,
including but not limited to children, elderly persons, pregnant individuals, and individuals with
physical, mental, and developmental disabilities (Government Code § 7286(b)).

300.9   USE OF FORCE ANALYSIS
At least annually, the Field Services Bureau Commander should prepare an analysis report on
use of force incidents. The report should be submitted to the Chief of Police. The report should
not contain the names of officers, suspects or case numbers, and should include:

(a) The identification of any trends in the use of force by members.

(b) Training needs recommendations.

(c) Equipment needs recommendations.

(d) Policy revision recommendations.
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300.10   USE OF FORCE COMPLAINTS
The receipt, processing, and investigation of civilian complaints involving use of force incidents
should be handled in accordance with the Personnel Complaints Policy (Government Code §
7286(b)).

300.11   POLICY REVIEW
The Chief of Police or the authorized designee should regularly review and update this policy to
reflect developing practices and procedures (Government Code § 7286(b)).

300.12   POLICY AVAILABILITY
The Chief of Police or the authorized designee should ensure this policy is accessible to the public
(Government Code § 7286(c)).

300.13   PUBLIC RECORDS REQUESTS
Requests for public records involving an officer’s personnel records shall be processed in
accordance with Penal Code § 832.7 and the Personnel Records and Records Maintenance and
Release policies (Government Code § 7286(b)).
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Child Abuse
330.1   PURPOSE AND SCOPE
The purpose of this policy is to provide guidelines for the investigation of suspected child abuse.
This policy also addresses when Alameda Police Department members are required to notify the
county Child Protective Services (CPS) of suspected child abuse.

330.1.1   DEFINITIONS
Definitions related to this policy include:

Child - Unless otherwise specified by a cited statute, a child is any person under the age of 18
years.

Child abuse - Any offense or attempted offense involving violence or neglect with a child victim
when committed by a person responsible for the child’s care or any other act that would mandate
notification to a social service agency or law enforcement (Penal Code § 11165.9; Penal Code
§ 11166).

330.2   POLICY
The Alameda Police Department will investigate all reported incidents of alleged criminal child
abuse and ensure CPS is notified as required by law.

330.3   MANDATORY NOTIFICATION
The child protection agency shall be notified when (Penal Code § 11166):

(a) There is a known or suspected instance of child abuse or neglect reported, which is
alleged to have occurred as a result of the action of a person responsible for the child's
welfare, or

(b) A person responsible for the child's welfare fails to adequately protect the child from
abuse when the person knew or reasonably should have known that the child was in
danger of abuse.

The District Attorney’s office shall be notified in all instances of known or suspected child abuse or
neglect reported to this department. Notification of the District Attorney is not required for reports
only involving neglect by a person, who has the care or custody of a child, to provide adequate
food, clothing, shelter, medical care, or supervision where no physical injury to the child has
occurred (Penal Code § 11166).

When the abuse or neglect occurs at a licensed facility or is alleged to have resulted from the
actions of a person who is required to have a state license (e.g., foster homes, group homes,
day care), notification shall also be made to the California Department of Social Services or other
applicable licensing authority. When the alleged abuse or neglect involves a child of a minor parent
or a dependent adult, notification shall also be made to the attorney of the minor or the dependent
adult within 36 hours (Penal Code 11166.1; Penal Code 11166.2).
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For purposes of notification, the abuse or neglect includes physical injury or death inflicted by other
than accidental means upon a child by another person; sexual abuse (Penal Code § 11165.1);
neglect (Penal Code § 11165.2); the willful harming or injuring of a child or the endangering of the
person or health of a child (Penal Code § 11165.3); and unlawful corporal punishment or injury
(Penal Code § 11165.4). Child abuse or neglect does not include a mutual affray between minors,
nor does it include an injury caused by the reasonable and necessary force used by a peace
officer acting within the course and scope of the peace officer's employment as a peace officer.

330.3.1   NOTIFICATION PROCEDURE
Notification should occur as follows (Penal Code § 11166):

(a) Notification shall be made immediately, or as soon as practicable, by telephone, fax
or electronic transmission.

(b) A written follow-up report should be forwarded within 36 hours of receiving the
information concerning the incident.

330.4   QUALIFIED INVESTIGATORS
Qualified investigators should be available for child abuse investigations. These investigators
should:

(a) Conduct interviews in child appropriate interview facilities.

(b) Be familiar with forensic interview techniques specific to child abuse investigations.

(c) Present all cases of alleged child abuse to the prosecutor for review.

(d) Coordinate with other enforcement agencies, social service agencies and school
administrators as needed.

(e) Provide referrals to therapy services, victim advocates, guardians and support for the
child and family as appropriate.

(f) Participate in or coordinate with multidisciplinary investigative teams as applicable
(Welfare and Institutions Code § 18961.7).

330.5   INVESTIGATIONS AND REPORTING
In all reported or suspected cases of child abuse, a report will be written. Officers shall write a
report even if the allegations appear unfounded or unsubstantiated.

Investigations and reports related to suspected cases of child abuse should address, as
applicable:

(a) The overall basis for the contact. This should be done by the investigating officer in all
circumstances where a suspected child abuse victim was contacted.

(b) The exigent circumstances that existed if officers interviewed the child victim without
the presence of a parent or guardian.
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(c) Any relevant statements the child may have made and to whom he/she made the
statements.

(d) If a child was taken into protective custody, the reasons, the name and title of the
person making the decision, and why other alternatives were not appropriate.

(e) Documentation of any visible injuries or any injuries identified by the child. This should
include photographs of such injuries, if practicable.

(f) Whether the child victim was transported for medical treatment or a medical
examination.

(g) Whether the victim identified a household member as the alleged perpetrator, and a
list of the names of any other children who may reside in the residence.

(h) Identification of any prior related reports or allegations of child abuse, including other
jurisdictions, as reasonably known.

(i) Previous addresses of the victim and suspect.

(j) Other potential witnesses who have not yet been interviewed, such as relatives or
others close to the victim’s environment.

All cases of the unexplained death of a child should be investigated as thoroughly as if it had been
a case of suspected child abuse (e.g., a sudden or unexplained death of an infant).

330.5.1   EXTRA JURISDICTIONAL REPORTS
If a report of known or suspected child abuse or neglect that is alleged to have occurred outside
this jurisdiction is received, department  department members shall ensure that the caller is
immediately transferred to the agency with proper jurisdiction for the investigation of the case. If
the caller cannot be successfully transferred to the appropriate agency, a report shall be taken and
immediately referred by telephone, fax, or electronic transfer to the agency with proper jurisdiction
(Penal Code § 11165.9).

330.5.2   INITIAL REPORTS OF ABUSE FROM A NONMANDATED REPORTER
Members who receive a report of child abuse or neglect shall request the following information
from the reporter (Penal Code § 11167):

(a) Name and telephone number

(b) Information and the source of information that gives rise to the knowledge or
reasonable suspicion of child abuse or neglect

If the reporter refuses to provide their name and telephone number, the member should make
a reasonable effort to determine the basis for the refusal and inform them that their information
will remain confidential.
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330.6   PROTECTIVE CUSTODY
Before taking any child into protective custody, the officer should make reasonable attempts to
contact CPS. Generally, removal of a child from the child's family, guardian, or other responsible
adult should be left to the child welfare authorities when they are present or have become involved
in an investigation.

Generally, members of this department should remove a child from the child's parent or guardian
without a court order only when no other effective alternative is reasonably available and
immediate action reasonably appears necessary to protect the child. Prior to taking a child into
protective custody, the officer should take reasonable steps to deliver the child to another qualified
parent or legal guardian, unless it reasonably appears that the release would endanger the child
or result in abduction. If this is not a reasonable option, the officer shall ensure that the child is
delivered to CPS.

Whenever practicable, the officer should inform a supervisor of the circumstances prior to taking
a child into protective custody. If prior notification is not practicable, officers should contact a
supervisor promptly after taking a child into protective custody.

Children may only be removed from a parent or guardian in the following situations when a court
order cannot reasonably be obtained in a timely manner (Welfare and Institutions Code § 305):

(a) The officer reasonably believes the child is a person described in Welfare and
Institutions Code § 300, and further has good cause to believe that any of the following
conditions exist:

1. The child has an immediate need for medical care.

2. The child is in immediate danger of physical or sexual abuse.

3. The physical environment or the fact that the child is left unattended poses
an immediate threat to the child's health or safety. In the case of a child left
unattended, the officer shall first attempt to locate and determine if a responsible
parent or guardian is available and capable of assuming custody before taking
the child into protective custody.

(b) The officer reasonably believes the child requires protective custody under the
provisions of Penal Code § 279.6, in one of the following circumstances:

1. It reasonably appears to the officer that a person is likely to conceal the child,
flee the jurisdiction with the child or, by flight or concealment, evade the authority
of the court.

2. There is no lawful custodian available to take custody of the child.

3. There are conflicting custody orders or conflicting claims to custody and the
parties cannot agree which party should take custody of the child.

4. The child is an abducted child.

(c) The child is in the company of, or under the control of, a person arrested for Penal
Code § 278 (Detainment or concealment of child from legal custodian) or Penal Code
§ 278.5 (Deprivation of custody of a child or right to visitation) (Penal Code § 279.6).
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A child taken into protective custody shall be delivered to CPS unless otherwise directed by court
order.

330.6.1   CALIFORNIA SAFELY SURRENDERED BABY LAW
An individual having lawful custody of an infant less than 72 hours old is not guilty of abandonment
if the individual voluntarily surrenders physical custody of the infant to personnel on-duty at a safe-
surrender site, such as a hospital or fire department (Penal Code § 271.5). The law requires the
surrender site to notify CPS.

330.6.2   NEWBORNS TESTING POSITIVE FOR DRUGS
Under certain circumstances, officers can be prohibited from taking a newborn who is the subject
of a proposed adoption into protective custody, even when the newborn has tested positive for
illegal drugs or the birth mother tested positive for illegal drugs.

Officers shall instead follow the provisions of Welfare and Institutions Code § 305.6 to ensure that
the newborn is placed with the adoptive parents when it is appropriate.

330.7   INTERVIEWS

330.7.1   PRELIMINARY INTERVIEWS
Absent extenuating circumstances or impracticality, officers should record the preliminary
interview with suspected child abuse victims. Officers should avoid multiple interviews with a child
victim and should attempt to gather only the information necessary to begin an investigation. When
practicable, investigating officers should defer interviews until a person who is specially trained
in such interviews is available. Generally, child victims should not be interviewed in the home or
location where the alleged abuse occurred.

330.7.2   DETAINING SUSPECTED CHILD ABUSE VICTIMS FOR AN INTERVIEW
An officer should not detain a child involuntarily who is suspected of being a victim of child abuse
solely for the purpose of an interview or physical exam without the consent of a parent or guardian
unless one of the following applies:

(a) Exigent circumstances exist, such as:

1. A reasonable belief that medical issues of the child need to be addressed
immediately.

2. A reasonable belief that the child is or will be in danger of harm if the interview
or physical exam is not immediately completed.

3. The alleged offender is the custodial parent or guardian and there is reason to
believe the child may be in continued danger.

(b) A court order or warrant has been issued.
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330.7.3   INTERVIEWS AT A SCHOOL
Any student at school who is a suspected victim of child abuse shall be afforded the option of
being interviewed in private or selecting any qualified available adult member of the school staff
to be present. The purpose of the staff member’s presence is to provide comfort and support. The
staff member shall not participate in the interview. The selection of a staff member should be such
that it does not burden the school with costs or hardship (Penal Code § 11174.3).

330.8   MEDICAL EXAMINATIONS
If the child has been the victim of abuse that requires a medical examination, the investigating
officer should obtain consent for such examination from the appropriate parent, guardian or agency
having legal custody of the child. The officer should also arrange for the child’s transportation to
the appropriate medical facility.

In cases where the alleged offender is the custodial parent or guardian and is refusing consent
for the medical examination, officers should notify a supervisor before proceeding. If exigent
circumstances do not exist or if state law does not provide for officers to take the child for a
medical examination, the notified supervisor should consider obtaining a court order for such an
examination.

330.9   DRUG-ENDANGERED CHILDREN
A coordinated response by law enforcement and social services agencies is appropriate to
meet the immediate and longer-term medical and safety needs of children exposed to the
manufacturing, trafficking or use of narcotics.

330.9.1   SUPERVISOR RESPONSIBILITIES
The Investigations supervisor should:

(a) Work with professionals from the appropriate agencies, including CPS, other law
enforcement agencies, medical service providers and local prosecutors to develop
community specific procedures for responding to situations where there are children
endangered by exposure to methamphetamine labs or the manufacture and trafficking
of other drugs.

(b) Activate any available interagency response when an officer notifies the Investigations
supervisor that the officer has responded to a drug lab or other narcotics crime scene
where a child is present or where evidence indicates that a child lives there.

(c) Develop a report format or checklist for use when officers respond to drug labs or other
narcotics crime scenes. The checklist will help officers document the environmental,
medical, social and other conditions that may affect the child.

330.9.2   OFFICER RESPONSIBILITIES
Officers responding to a drug lab or other narcotics crime scene where a child is present or where
there is evidence that a child lives should:
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(a) Document the environmental, medical, social and other conditions of the child using
photography as appropriate and the checklist or form developed for this purpose.

(b) Notify the Investigations supervisor so an interagency response can begin.

330.10   STATE MANDATES AND OTHER RELEVANT LAWS
California requires or permits the following:

330.10.1   RELEASE OF REPORTS
Information related to incidents of child abuse or suspected child abuse shall be confidential and
may only be disclosed pursuant to state law and the Records Maintenance and Release Policy
(Penal Code § 841.5; Penal Code § 11167.5).

330.10.2   REQUESTS FOR REMOVAL FROM THE CHILD ABUSE CENTRAL INDEX (CACI)
Any person whose name has been forwarded to the California Department of Justice (DOJ) for
placement in California’s CACI, as a result of an investigation, may request that his/her name
be removed from the CACI list. Requests shall not qualify for consideration if there is an active
case, ongoing investigation or pending prosecution that precipitated the entry to CACI (Penal
Code § 11169). All requests for removal shall be submitted in writing by the requesting person
and promptly routed to the CACI hearing officer.

330.10.3   CACI HEARING OFFICER
The Investigations supervisor will normally serve as the hearing officer but must not be actively
connected with the case that resulted in the person’s name being submitted to CACI. Upon
receiving a qualified request for removal, the hearing officer shall promptly schedule a hearing to
take place during normal business hours and provide written notification of the time and place of
the hearing to the requesting party.

330.10.4   CACI HEARING PROCEDURES
The hearing is an informal process where the person requesting removal from the CACI list will
be permitted to present relevant evidence (e.g., certified copy of an acquittal, factual finding of
innocence) as to why his/her name should be removed. The person requesting the hearing may
record the hearing at his/her own expense.

Formal rules of evidence will not apply and the hearing officer may consider, in addition to evidence
submitted by the person requesting the hearing, any relevant information including, but not limited
to, the following:

(a) Case reports including any supplemental reports

(b) Statements by investigators

(c) Statements from representatives of the District Attorney’s Office

(d) Statements by representatives of a child protective agency who may be familiar with
the case
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After considering all information presented, the hearing officer shall make a determination as to
whether the requesting party’s name should be removed from the CACI list. Such determination
shall be based on a finding that the allegations in the investigation are not substantiated (Penal
Code § 11169).

If, after considering the evidence, the hearing officer finds that the allegations are not
substantiated, he/she shall cause a request to be completed and forwarded to the DOJ that the
person’s name be removed from the CACI list. A copy of the hearing results and the request for
removal will be attached to the case reports.

The findings of the hearing officer shall be considered final and binding.

330.10.5   CHILD DEATH REVIEW TEAM
This department should cooperate with any interagency child death review team
investigation. Written and oral information relating to the death of a child that would otherwise
be subject to release restrictions may be disclosed to the child death review team upon written
request and approval of a supervisor (Penal Code § 11174.32).

330.11   TRAINING
The Alameda Police Department should provide training on best practices in child abuse
investigations to members tasked with investigating these cases. The training should include:

(a) Participating in multidisciplinary investigations, as appropriate.

(b) Conducting forensic interviews.

(c) Availability of therapy services for children and families.

(d) Availability of specialized forensic medical exams.

(e) Cultural competence (including interpretive services) related to child abuse
investigations.

(f) Availability of victim advocate or guardian ad litem support.
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Public Alerts
334.1   PURPOSE AND SCOPE
The purpose of this policy is to provide guidelines for alerting the public to important information
and soliciting public aid when appropriate.

334.2   POLICY
Public alerts may be employed using the Emergency Alert System (EAS), local radio, television
and press organizations and other groups to notify the public of incidents, or enlist the aid of the
public, when the exchange of information may enhance the safety of the community. Various types
of alerts may be available based upon each situation and the alert system’s individual criteria.

334.3   RESPONSIBILITIES

334.3.1   MEMBER RESPONSIBILITIES
Members of the Alameda Police Department should notify their supervisor, Watch Commander,
or Investigations Supervisor as soon as practicable upon learning of a situation where public
notification, a warning, or enlisting the help of the media and public could assist in locating a
missing person, apprehending a dangerous person, or gathering information.

334.3.2   SUPERVISOR RESPONSIBILITIES
A supervisor apprised of the need for a public alert is responsible to make the appropriate
notifications based upon the circumstances of each situation. The supervisor shall promptly notify
the Chief of Police, the appropriate Bureau Commander and the Public Information Officer when
any public alert is generated.

The supervisor in charge of the investigation to which the alert relates is responsible for the
following:

(a) Updating alerts

(b) Canceling alerts

(c) Ensuring all appropriate reports are completed

(d) Preparing an after-action evaluation of the investigation to be forwarded to the Bureau
Commander

334.4   AMBER ALERTS
The AMBER Alert™ Program is a voluntary partnership between law enforcement agencies,
broadcasters, transportation agencies and the wireless industry, to activate urgent bulletins in
child abduction cases.

334.4.1   CRITERIA FOR AMBER ALERT
The following conditions must be met before activating an AMBER Alert (Government Code
§ 8594(a)):
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(a) A child has been abducted or taken by anyone, including but not limited to a custodial
parent or guardian.

(b) The victim is 17 years of age or younger, or has a proven mental or physical disability.

(c) The victim is in imminent danger of serious injury or death.

(d) There is information available that, if provided to the public, could assist in the child’s
safe recovery.

334.4.2   PROCEDURE FOR AMBER ALERT
The supervisor in charge will ensure the following:

(a) An initial press release is prepared that includes all available information that might
aid in locating the child:

1. The child’s identity, age and description

2. Photograph if available

3. The suspect’s identity, age and description, if known

4. Pertinent vehicle description

5. Detail regarding location of incident, direction of travel, potential destinations,
if known

6. Name and telephone number of the Public Information Officer or other
authorized individual to handle media liaison

7. A telephone number for the public to call with leads or information

(b) The local California Highway Patrol communications center should be contacted
to initiate a multi-regional or statewide EAS broadcast, following any policies and
procedures developed by CHP (Government Code § 8594).

(c) The press release information is forwarded to the Sheriff’s Department Emergency
Communications Bureau so that general broadcasts can be made to local law
enforcement agencies.

(d) Information regarding the missing person should be entered into the California Law
Enforcement Telecommunication System (CLETS).

(e) Information regarding the missing person should be entered into the California
Department of Justice Missing and Unidentified Persons System (MUPS)/National
Crime Information Center (NCIC).

(f) The following resources should be considered as circumstances dictate:

1. The local FBI office

2. National Center for Missing and Exploited Children (NCMEC)

334.5   BLUE ALERTS
Blue Alerts may be issued when an officer is killed, injured or assaulted and the suspect may pose
a threat to the public or other law enforcement personnel.
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334.5.1   CRITERIA FOR BLUE ALERTS
All of the following conditions must be met before activating a Blue Alert (Government Code §
8594.5):

(a) A law enforcement officer has been killed, suffered serious bodily injury or has been
assaulted with a deadly weapon, and the suspect has fled the scene of the offense.

(b) The investigating law enforcement agency has determined that the suspect poses an
imminent threat to the public or other law enforcement personnel.

(c) A detailed description of the suspect’s vehicle or license plate is available for
broadcast.

(d) Public dissemination of available information may help avert further harm or accelerate
apprehension of the suspect.

334.5.2   PROCEDURE FOR BLUE ALERT
The supervisor in charge should ensure the following:

(a) An initial press release is prepared that includes all available information that might
aid in locating the suspect:

1. The license number and/or any other available description or photograph of the
vehicle

2. Photograph, description and/or identification of the suspect

3. The suspect’s identity, age and description, if known

4. Detail regarding location of incident, direction of travel, potential destinations,
if known

5. Name and telephone number of the Public Information Officer or other
authorized individual to handle media liaison

6. A telephone number for the public to call with leads or information

(b) The local California Highway Patrol communications center is contacted to initiate a
multi-regional or statewide EAS broadcast.

(c) The information in the press release is forwarded to the Sheriff’s Department
Emergency Communications Bureau so that general broadcasts can be made to local
law enforcement agencies.

(d) The following resources should be considered as circumstances dictate:

1. Entry into the California Law Enforcement Telecommunication System (CLETS)

2. The FBI local office

334.6   SILVER ALERTS
Silver Alerts® is an emergency notification system for people who are 65 years of
age or older, developmentally disabled or cognitively impaired and have been reported
missing (Government Code § 8594.10).
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334.6.1   CRITERIA FOR SILVER ALERTS
All of the following conditions must be met before activating a Silver Alert (Government Code §
8594.10):

(a) The missing person is 65 years of age or older, developmentally disabled or cognitively
impaired.

(b) The department has utilized all available local resources.

(c) The investigating officer or supervisor has determined that the person is missing under
unexplained or suspicious circumstances.

(d) The investigating officer or supervisor believes that the person is in danger because
of age, health, mental or physical disability, environment or weather conditions, that
the person is in the company of a potentially dangerous person, or that there are other
factors indicating that the person may be in peril.

(e) There is information available that, if disseminated to the public, could assist in the
safe recovery of the missing person.

334.6.2   PROCEDURE FOR SILVER ALERT
Requests for a Silver Alert shall be made through the California Highway Patrol (Government
Code § 8594.10).

334.7   YELLOW ALERT
A Yellow Alert may be issued when a person is killed due to a hit-and-run incident and
the department has specified information concerning the suspect or the suspect's vehicle
(Government Code § 8594.15).

334.7.1   CRITERIA FOR YELLOW ALERT
All of the following conditions must be met before activating a Yellow Alert (Government Code
§ 8594.15):

(a) A person has been killed due to a hit-and-run incident.

(b) There is an indication that a suspect has fled the scene utilizing the state highway
system or is likely to be observed by the public on the state highway system.

(c) The department has additional information concerning the suspect or the suspect's
vehicle including but not limited to the following:

1. The complete license plate number of the suspect's vehicle.

2. A partial license plate number and additional unique identifying characteristics,
such as the make, model, and color of the suspect's vehicle, which could
reasonably lead to the apprehension of a suspect.

3. The identity of a suspect.

4. Public dissemination of available information could either help avert further harm
or accelerate apprehension of a suspect based on any factor, including but not
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limited to the time elapsed between a hit-and-run incident and the request or
the likelihood that an activation would reasonably lead to the apprehension of
a suspect.

334.7.2   PROCEDURE FOR YELLOW ALERT
Requests for a Yellow Alert shall be made through the California Highway Patrol (Government
Code § 8594.15).

334.8   INDIGENOUS PERSONS ALERT (FEATHER ALERT PER CA AB 1314)
A Feather Alert is a term assigned under California Assembly Bill 1314. The Alameda Police
Department will refer to this Alert as Indigenous Persons Alerts. Indigenous Persons Alerts may
be issued when an indigenous person is reported missing under unexplained or suspicious
circumstances (Government Code § 8594.13).

334.8.1   CRITERIA FOR INDIGENOUS PERSONS ALERT
All of the following conditions must be met before activating an Indigenous Persons Alert
(Government Code § 8594.13):

(a) The missing person is an indigenous person.

(b) The Alameda Police Department has utilized local and tribal resources.

(c) The investigating officer has determined the person has gone missing under
unexplained or suspicious circumstances.

(d) The investigating officer or supervisor believes that the person is in danger because
of age, health, mental or physical disability, environment or weather conditions, that
the person is in the company of a potentially dangerous person, or that there are other
factors indicating that the person may be in peril.

(e) There is information available that, if disseminated to the public, could assist in the
safe recovery of the missing person.

334.8.2   PROCEDURE FOR INDIGENOUS PERSONS ALERT
Requests for an Indigenous Persons Alert shall be made through the California Highway Patrol
(Government Code § 8594.13).

334.9   MUTUAL AID
The experiences of other law enforcement jurisdictions that have implemented similar plans
indicate a public alert will generate a high volume of telephone calls to the handling agency.

The Sheriff's Department emergency communications facilities and staff can be made available
in the event of a high call volume.

If the Watch Commander or Investigations Supervisor elects to use the services of the Sheriff's
Department, the following will apply:

(a) Notify the Sheriff's Department Watch Commander of the incident and the request for
assistance. The Watch Commander will provide a telephone number for the public to
call.
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(b) In the press release, direct the public to the telephone number provided by the Sheriff's
Department Watch Commander.

(c) The Public Information Officer will continue to handle all press releases and media
inquiries. Any press inquiries received by the Sheriff's Department will be referred back
to this department.

The Alameda Police Department shall assign a minimum of two detectives/officers to respond
to the Sheriff's Department emergency communications facility to screen and relay information
and any clues received from incoming calls. As circumstances dictate, more staff resources from
the handling law enforcement agency may be necessary to assist the staff at the emergency
communications facility.

334.9   ENDANGERED MISSING ADVISORY
An Endangered Missing Advisory may be requested when a person is reported missing who is
developmentally disabled, or cognitively impaired, or has been abducted, or is unable to otherwise
care for themselves, placing their physical safety at risk (Government Code § 8594.11).

334.9.1   CRITERIA FOR ENDANGERED MISSING ADVISORY
All of the following conditions must be met before activating an Endangered Missing Advisory
(Government Code § 8594.11):

(a) The missing person is developmentally disabled, cognitively impaired, has been
abducted or is otherwise unable to care for themselves, placing their physical safety
at risk.

(b) The Alameda Police Department has utilized all available local resources.

(c) The investigating officer has determined the person has gone missing under
unexplained or suspicious circumstances.

(d) The investigating officer or supervisor believes that the person is in danger because
of age, health, mental or physical disability, environment or weather conditions, that
the person is in the company of a potentially dangerous person, or that there are other
factors indicating that the person may be in peril.

(e) There is information available that, if disseminated to the public, could assist in the
safe recovery of the missing person.

334.9.2   PROCEDURE FOR ENDANGERED MISSING ADVISORIES
Requests for an endangered missing advisory shall be made through the California Highway Patrol
(Government Code § 8594.11).

334.10   ADDITIONAL ALERTS FOR PUBLIC SAFETY EMERGENCIES
Additional public safety emergency alerts may be authorized that utilize wireless emergency alert
system (WEA) and emergency alert system (EAS) equipment for alerting and warning the public
to protect lives and save property (Government Code § 8593.7).
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334.10.1   PROCEDURE
Public safety emergency alerts should be activated by following the guidelines issued by the Office
of Emergency Services (Government Code § 8593.7).

334.10.2   CRITERIA
Public safety emergency alerts may be issued to alert or warn the public about events including
but not limited to:

(a) Evacuation orders (including evacuation routes, shelter information, key information).

(b) Shelter-in-place guidance due to severe weather.

(c) Terrorist threats.

(d) HazMat incidents.

334.10   EBONY ALERT
An Ebony Alert may be requested when it is determined the alert would be an effective tool in
the investigation of missing Black youth, including a young woman or girl (Government Code §
8594.14).

334.10.1   CRITERIA FOR EBONY ALERT
The investigating officer may consider the following factors to make the determination that an
Ebony Alert would be an effective tool (Government Code § 8594.14):

(a) The missing person is between the ages of 12 and 25 years old, inclusive.

(b) The missing person is missing under circumstances that indicate their physical safety
is endangered or they have been subject to trafficking.

(c) The missing person suffers from a mental or physical disability.

(d) Determination that the person has gone missing under unexplained or suspicious
circumstances.

(e) Belief that the person is in danger because of age, health, mental or physical disability,
environment or weather conditions, that the person is in the company of a potentially
dangerous person, or that there are other factors indicating that the person may be
in peril.

(f) The Alameda Police Department has utilized all available local resources.

(g) There is information available that, if disseminated to the public, could assist in the
safe recovery of the missing person.

334.10.2   PROCEDURE FOR EBONY ALERT
Requests for an Ebony Alert shall be made through the California Highway Patrol (Government
Code § 8594.14).
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Victim and Witness Assistance
336.1   PURPOSE AND SCOPE
The purpose of this policy is to ensure that crime victims and witnesses receive appropriate
assistance, that they are provided with information from government and private resources, and
that the agency meets all related legal mandates.

336.2   POLICY
The Alameda Police Department is committed to providing guidance and assistance to the victims
and witnesses of crime. The members of the Alameda Police Department will show compassion
and understanding for victims and witnesses and will make reasonable efforts to provide the
support and information identified in this policy.

336.3   CRIME VICTIM LIAISON
The Chief of Police shall appoint a member of the Alameda Police Department to serve as
the crime victim liaison (2 CCR 649.36). The crime victim liaison will be the point of contact
for individuals requiring further assistance or information from the Alameda Police Department
regarding benefits from crime victim resources. This person shall also be responsible for
maintaining compliance with all legal mandates related to crime victims and/or witnesses.

336.3.1   CRIME VICTIM LIAISON DUTIES
The crime victim liaison is specifically tasked with the following:

(a) Developing and implementing written procedures for notifying and providing forms for
filing with the California Victim Compensation Board (CalVCB) to crime victims, their
dependents, or family. Access to information or an application for victim compensation
shall not be denied based on the victim's or derivative victim's designation as a gang
member, associate, or affiliate, or on the person's documentation or immigration status
(Government Code § 13962; 2 CCR 649.35; 2 CCR 649.36).

(b) Responding to inquiries concerning the procedures for filing a claim with CalVCB (2
CCR 649.36).

(c) Providing copies of crime reports requested by CalVCB or victim witness assistance
centers. Disclosure of reports must comply with the Records Maintenance and
Release Policy.

(d) Annually providing CalVCB with the crime victim liaison's contact information
(Government Code § 13962).

(e) Developing in consultation with sexual assault experts a sexual assault victim card
explaining the rights of victims under California law (Penal Code § 680.2).

1. Ensuring that sufficient copies of the rights of sexual assault victim card are
provided to each provider of medical evidentiary examinations or physical
examinations arising out of sexual assault in the Alameda Police Department
jurisdiction (Penal Code § 680.2).
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(f) Providing information required by Penal Code § 679.09 of a deceased minor to a
parent or guardian of the minor whose death is being investigated.

1. In cases where the parent or guardian of the deceased minor cannot be located,
information required by Penal Code § 679.09 shall be provided to the victim's
immediate family, upon their request.

(g) Providing notification to victims of human trafficking or abuse of their right to have
a human trafficking advocate and a support person that the victim chooses present
during an interview by the Alameda Police Department, prosecutor, or the suspect's
defense attorney (Penal Code § 236.21).

336.4   CRIME VICTIMS
Officers should provide all victims with the applicable victim information handouts.

Officers should never guarantee a victim’s safety from future harm but may make practical safety
suggestions to victims who express fear of future harm or retaliation. Officers should never
guarantee that a person qualifies as a victim for the purpose of compensation or restitution but
may direct him/her to the proper written department material or available victim resources.

336.4.1   VICTIMS OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING
Officers investigating or receiving a report involving a victim of human trafficking shall inform the
victim, or the victim’s parent or guardian if the victim is a minor, that upon the request of the victim
the names and images of the victim and his/her immediate family members may be withheld from
becoming a matter of public record until the conclusion of the investigation or prosecution (Penal
Code § 293).

336.5   VICTIM INFORMATION
The Administration Supervisor shall ensure that victim information handouts are available and
current. These should include as appropriate:

(a) Shelters and other community resources for victims of domestic violence.

(b) Community resources for victims of sexual assault.

(c) Assurance that sexual assault victims will not incur out-of-pocket expenses for
forensic medical exams, and information about evidence collection, storage, and
preservation in sexual assault cases (34 USC § 10449; 34 USC § 20109; Penal Code
§ 13823.95(a)).

(d) An explanation that victims of sexual assault who seek a standardized medical
evidentiary examination shall not be required to participate or agree to participate in
the criminal justice system, either prior to the examination or at any other time (Penal
Code § 13823.95(b)).

(e) An advisement that a person who was arrested may be released on bond or some
other form of release and that the victim should not rely upon an arrest as a guarantee
of safety.

(f) A clear explanation of relevant court orders and how they can be obtained.
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(g) Information regarding available compensation for qualifying victims of crime
(Government Code § 13962).

(h) VINE® information (Victim Information and Notification Everyday), including the
telephone number and whether this free service is available to allow victims to check
on an offender’s custody status and to register for automatic notification when a person
is released from jail.

(i) Notice regarding U visa and T visa application processes.

(j) Resources available for victims of identity theft.

(k) A place for the officer’s name, badge number, and any applicable case or incident
number.

(l) The "Victims of Domestic Violence" card containing the names, phone numbers, or
local county hotlines of local shelters for battered women and rape victim counseling
centers within the county and their 24-hour counseling service telephone numbers
(Penal Code § 264.2).

(m) The rights of sexual assault victims card with the required information as provided in
Penal Code § 680.2.

(n) Any additional information required by state law (Penal Code § 13701; Penal Code §
679.02; Penal Code § 679.04; Penal Code § 679.05; Penal Code § 679.026).

336.6   WITNESSES
Officers should never guarantee a witness’ safety from future harm or that his/her identity will
always remain confidential. Officers may make practical safety suggestions to witnesses who
express fear of future harm or retaliation.

Officers should investigate allegations of witness intimidation and take enforcement action when
lawful and reasonable.
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����������������������$����������������%��������(��J�������$�%��$����������������(�������������J���������������������������������JJ���$��J����$�$�%�&�R���$�����������J����$����������������%�����(��J�������$�%��$���������J���������(�b������J��������'L���%�������(���������$��������������(������������%��������������&��	>c���1̀EC51ECDG�8B_̀H̀Fd�8ABè1̀fDG/��$0'�$������������$�$�������������'���&g�(%�����������������$���������$����������������'�������JJ����J�������$�����������������������$���$�������'��������(��������'���������������$��������J�����������������������$�����������J���$���J������������$���������$���J�������(J������������������$���J�������(J����������$�$���J������������������$����$���J���$���$&���&\&!����
�RQS#MR
�#P�RhRSiT�Q#PP�S��
�I��'�$�$������������������J���������J��������$���'�$������������$�'��J������������JJ����������������������������������������$$��������������$�������J�������(�Nh�%����������["\!�&\O&��'�$�$����������$$�$��J�������%���������������$�Nh�%����������[�"\!�&\OUN�O R��������������$�������J����������'��������$��j$��������$�'��J������������JJ������������������������������������&

43



���������	�
���������������������	�
��������������	�
��������������������������� 

!	��
"#��$�%
	�&�$$!�'(')*(+*+,&�����-
"#�.�-�.��/��0��1�
.#���2
�#����
..
	��1�����������	�
������������ 33345678333 9
�.:9�.����	�
�
�"�:�'

;1< 9��
�/�.�
"��
�"&���=	��
�"�	���..
.�
�"�2
�#��#��
�/�.�
"��
	��	����=	��������	=������>�
��������#�������.	����"
.����2
�#��#��=�������"	/��������1�.���	�����
"
	�.1��
�=&�����
��&�	���==
�
��
	�&�	�����
	����	�
"
��	����#�
�
��0?@AB?���CDCEDF�FDGHIJGKEKLKMKDGN/�������1���	=��#
.�����������.#������=	���#
.*#������
�.�
����=�
������	1O���
/������������
.���.	�.
1���=	���	�������	��
�"�����.�.������	��P�	2��
�.�����.�	=�1
�.:1�.���	�
�
�"��	��.���/
.	�0����1��.�.#	���&�2#������.	��1����	��	�.	&�
����/�����	���/��������1
�.��:1�.�����
	�.�1����	�#������1��0)('0)0+���-N�QRS�TR-�!RSU�!UR==
���.��	�����
�"�����.	��.#����1����������	����
�������.�==
�
�������.	��=	���#��	�����&�
����������	=��#���	��������#�������
.�
�.�	=��#��
��
/
����0U	��#���%������#���2�
������	��������
	��2	����	�#��2
.��1���	�������;�0"0&�����.����	��&�=
���
����/
�2�;TV<�����<&��#��
�/	�/���	==
����.#	����
��������#	.��=���.�"
/
�"��
.���	��#���	�����&��.��
��1��0N%����=	����>�
��������:�	�����
	��=	��.�	�����#	�.&��	�#
�"�
���#
.�	�
���.#������>�
�������	==
����	��	����������	�������#���2	�����	��	�#��2
.����>�
�����	��
�"0)('0)0'���-N�R-UVSW�RT�QUR�QX���..�����%���
	����
�.�������++�!!-�YYY0''Z&����	==
�����	�����
�"���.�	�	=�����.	�.#�����	�������#��������������.���>�
����1��������!	���[�+'\'\0\�����++�!!-�YYY0'']�=	���/�����.	��.�	���������������.�	��������	��0�̂#�������
���	==
���.��	��������.�	&��#��	==
���2
�#��#��#
"#�.����/���	=���"�"������2
�#��#����.	��.#�����	�������#��������������.�����������#����	���;++�!!-�YYY0''Z<0V=�����
����"���
�.�����
�/	�/���
����.�	������#�����������	�
�������������
.��#���
�����"����&��#�����������	�
�������������	==
����.#�����	�������#��������������.������������#�.�	��������	���;++�!!-�YYY0''Z<0U#��.�	��������	���.#	����1���	�������1���#������	=��#��	==
���_.��	==
���̀.�.#
=��	���.�.		���.����
��1���;++�!!-�YYY0''Z<0)('0)0'����VQ!$RQX-N��S���R!X�NSU�UVRS�RT�U-�TTV!�R-��N�NQU-V�S�QUR����	==
�����	�����
�"������==
��	�����.��
���.�	�.#����.������#�����.	��=	���#��.�	��
	���	>��.�
	�
�"��#��
��
/
��������������	�����
�
����
�/�.�
"��
	��	�����==
��/
	���
	������..��#��	==
������.	��1���1��
�/�.��#���2
�##	��
�"��#�����.	��=	���#��.�	�
.�����..�����	��	������
=��	���	����=�	��
��
������#����&�
�����
�"�1����	���
�
�����	���.�.�	=�����	�
.��	��P
���
�"�;a�#
����!	��[�',(]0\<0R==
���.�.#�����	��������#�����.	��=	���#��.�	�	�������
���
	��	����	���;a�#
����!	���[�',(]0\<0

44



���������	�
���������������������	�
��������������	�
��������������������������� 

!	��
"#��$�%
	�&�$$!�'(')*(+*+,&�����-
"#�.�-�.��/��0��1�
.#���2
�#����
..
	��1�����������	�
������������ 33345678333 9
�.:9�.����	�
�
�"�:�;

<=>?@���ABCDEDEFG��
�
�"��G��
�
�"�	��H�
������	1I���
/��	�
�
�"�������/
�2�	H��#
.�	�
���.#	����1���	���������.�
�������1���#����	H�..
	����J�������.�K�
�0����.2	������1��.�	H��#
.�����������2
���1��.�#��������	��������������LHH
����J�������.����G��
�
�"�M�LJGN:��	/������
�
�"�	���#��.�1I����	H�1
�.:1�.���	�
�
�"0����
�"����
�
��
	��
��.��#��LJG:��	/������
�
�"�������������
��.&��������1��.�	H�#
.������������������	���"����	�H��
�
��
O���#��.��/�.�2
�#������	�.
�������
����������������
HH������.���	�"����1��.�	H��#
.��	����
��0P��#�.2	������1���	H��#
.�����������2#	�����
/���
�
�
���1
�.:1�.���	�
�
�"����
�
�"2
����#����H����1����Q�
�����	��	�����������	/�����H��.#����	��.���/����H
/������.&�	�.		����
H������������..���&�
��	������	�R�����������2
�#��#��"
�"����
��&�
����
��������������������.�M������!	���S�+;T+U0)M
NN0.#����1���	���������������������
������VM�N P%�
�
������
��
�
��1
�.�.0M1N �/	
�
�"�
��	����	H
�
�"0)('0T0+������WGWLX�$�JG�GP�-PYKW-P�PXGJG��
�
�"�.#	����1���	���������.��
�������1���#����	H�..
	����J�������.�K�
�0��ZM�N ����.2	������1��.�	H��#
.�����������2
���1��.�#��������	��������������LHH
���J�������.�����G��
�
�"�M�LJGN:��	/������
�
�"�	���#��.�1I����	H�1
�.:1�.��	�
�
�"0M1N ����
�"����
�
��
	��
��.��#��LJG:��	/������
�
�"�������������
��.&��������1��.	H��#
.������������������	���"����	�H��
�
��
O���#��.��/�.�2
�#������	�.
�������
����������������
HH������.���	�"����1��.�	H��#
.��	����
��0M�N P��#�.2	������1���	H��#
.�����������2#	�����
/���
�
�
���1
�.:1�.���	�
�
�"���
�
�"�2
����#����H����1����Q�
�����	��	�����������	/����LJG���H��.#����	��.��/����H
/������.&�	��.		����
H������������..���&�
��	������	�R�����������2
�#��#��"
�"���
��&�
����
��&�������������������.�M������!	���S�+;T+U0)M
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Immigration Violations
428.1   PURPOSE AND SCOPE
The purpose of this policy is to provide guidelines to members of the Alameda Police
Department relating to immigration and interacting with federal immigration officials.

428.1.1   DEFINITIONS
The following definitions apply to this policy (Government Code § 7284.4):

Criminal immigration violation - Any federal criminal immigration violation that penalizes a
person’s presence in, entry, or reentry to, or employment in, the United States. This does not
include any offense where a judicial warrant already has been issued.

Immigration enforcement - Any and all efforts to investigate, enforce, or assist in the investigation
or enforcement of any federal civil immigration law, including any and all efforts to investigate,
enforce, or assist in the investigation or enforcement of any federal criminal immigration law that
penalizes a person's presence in, entry or reentry to, or employment in the United States.

Judicial warrant - An arrest warrant for a violation of federal criminal immigration law and issued
by a federal judge or a federal magistrate judge.

428.2   POLICY
It is the policy of the Alameda Police Department that all members make personal and professional
commitments to equal enforcement of the law and equal service to the public. Confidence in
this commitment will increase the effectiveness of this department in protecting and serving the
entire community and recognizing the dignity of all persons, regardless of their national origin or
immigration status.

428.3   VICTIMS AND WITNESSES
To encourage crime reporting and cooperation in the investigation of criminal activity, all
individuals, regardless of their immigration status, must feel secure that contacting or being
addressed by members of law enforcement will not automatically lead to immigration inquiry and/
or deportation. While it may be necessary to determine the identity of a victim or witness, members
shall treat all individuals equally and without regard to race, ethnicity, or national origin in any way
that would violate the United States or California constitutions.

428.4   IMMIGRATION INQUIRIES PROHIBITED
Officers shall not inquire into an individual’s immigration status for immigration enforcement
purposes (Government Code § 7284.6).

Federal, state or local law enforcement agencies shall not use any non-criminal history
information contained within the California Department of Motor Vehicles database for immigration
enforcement purposes. This restriction does not pertain to any information that is regarding a
person's immigration or citizenship status pursuant to 8 U.S.C. § 1373 abd 1644.
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428.4.1   CALIFORNIA LAW ENFORCEMENT TELECOMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM (CLETS)
Members shall not use information transmitted through CLETS for immigration enforcement
purposes except for criminal history information and only when consistent with the California
Values Act (Government Code § 15160).

Members shall not use the system to investigate immigration violations of 8 USC § 1325 (improper
entry) if that violation is the only criminal history in an individual’s record (Government Code §
15160).

428.4.2   CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES
Members shall not obtain, access, use, or otherwise disclose noncriminal history information
maintained by the DMV for immigration enforcement (Vehicle Code § 1808.48).

428.5   DETENTIONS AND ARRESTS
An officer shall not detain any individual, for any length of time, for a civil violation of federal
immigration laws or a related civil warrant (Government Code § 7284.6).

An officer who has a reasonable suspicion that an individual already lawfully contacted or detained
has committed a criminal violation of 8 USC § 1326(a) (unlawful reentry) that may be subject to
an enhancement due to a previous conviction of an aggravated felony under 8 USC § 1326(b)
(2), may detain the person for a reasonable period of time to contact federal immigration officials
to verify whether the United States Attorney General has granted the individual permission for
reentry and whether the violation is subject to enhancement (Government Code § 7284.6). No
individual who is otherwise ready to be released should continue to be detained only because
questions about the individual’s status are unresolved.

If the officer has facts that establish probable cause to believe that a person already lawfully
detained has violated 8 USC § 1326(a) and the penalty may be subject to enhancement due to
prior conviction for specified aggravated felonies, he/she may arrest the individual for that offense
(Government Code § 7284.6).

An officer shall not detain any individual, for any length of time, for any other criminal immigration
violation of federal immigration laws (Government Code § 7284.6).

An officer should notify a supervisor as soon as practicable whenever an individual is arrested for
violation of 8 USC § 1326(a).

428.5.1   SUPERVISOR RESPONSIBILITIES
When notified that an officer has arrested an individual for violation of 8 USC § 1326(a) or under
the authority of a judicial warrant, the supervisor should determine whether it is appropriate to:

(a) Transfer the person to federal authorities.

(b) Transfer the person to jail.
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428.6   FEDERAL REQUESTS FOR ASSISTANCE
Absent an urgent issue of officer safety or other emergency circumstances, requests by federal
immigration officials for assistance from this department should be directed to a supervisor. The
supervisor is responsible for determining whether the requested assistance would be permitted
under the California Values Act (Government Code § 7284.2 et seq.)..

428.7   INFORMATION SHARING
No member of this department will prohibit, or in any way restrict, any other member from doing
any of the following regarding the citizenship or immigration status, lawful or unlawful, of any
individual (8 USC § 1373; Government Code § 7284.6):

(a) Sending information to, or requesting or receiving such information from federal
immigration officials

(b) Maintaining such information in department records

(c) Exchanging such information with any other federal, state, or local government entity

Nothing in this policy restricts sharing information that is permissible under the California Values
Act.

428.7.1   IMMIGRATION DETAINERS
No individual should be held based solely on a federal immigration detainer under 8 CFR 287.7
(Government Code § 7284.6).

Notification to a federal authority may be made prior to release of an individual who is the subject
of a notification request only if the individual meets one of the following conditions (Government
Code § 7282.5; Government Code § 7284.6):

(a) The individual has been arrested and had a judicial probable cause determination for a
serious or violent felony identified in Penal Code § 667.5(c) or Penal Code § 1192.7(c).

(b) The individual has been arrested and had a judicial probable cause determination for
a felony punishable by time in a state prison.

(c) The individual has been convicted of an offense as identified in Government Code §
7282.5(a).

(d) The individual is a current registrant on the California Sex and Arson Registry.

(e) The individual is identified by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security’s Immigration
and Customs Enforcement as the subject of an outstanding federal felony arrest
warrant.

428.7.2   NOTICE TO INDIVIDUALS
Individuals in custody shall be given a copy of documentation received from U.S. Immigration
and Customs Enforcement (ICE) regarding a hold, notification, or transfer request along with
information as to whether the Alameda Police Department intends to comply with the request
(Government Code § 7283.1).

48



Alameda Police Department
Alameda Police Department Policy Manual

Immigration Violations

Copyright Lexipol, LLC 2024/01/22, All Rights Reserved.
Published with permission by Alameda Police Department ***DRAFT*** Immigration Violations - 4

If the Alameda Police Department provides ICE with notification that an individual is being, or will
be, released on a certain date, the same notification shall be provided in writing to the individual
and to his/her attorney or to one additional person who the individual may designate (Government
Code § 7283.1).

428.7.3   ICE INTERVIEWS
Before any interview regarding civil immigration violations takes place between ICE personnel
and an individual in custody, the Alameda Police Department shall provide the individual with a
written consent form that explains the purpose of the interview, that the interview is voluntary,
and that he/she may decline to be interviewed or may choose to be interviewed only with his/her
attorney present. The consent form must be available in the languages specified in Government
Code § 7283.1.

428.7.4   TRANSFERS TO IMMIGRATION AUTHORITIES
Members shall not transfer an individual to immigration authorities unless one of the following
circumstances exist (Government Code § 7282.5; Government Code § 7284.6):

(a) Transfer is authorized by a judicial warrant or judicial probable cause determination.

(b) The individual has been convicted of an offense as identified in Government Code §
7282.5(a).

(c) The individual is a current registrant on the California Sex and Arson Registry.

(d) The individual is identified by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security’s Immigration
and Customs Enforcement as the subject of an outstanding federal felony arrest
warrant.

428.7.5   REPORTING TO CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
The Investigations supervisor shall ensure that data regarding the number of transfers of an
individual to immigration authorities, as permitted by Government Code § 7284.6(a)(4), and the
offense that allowed for the transfer is collected and provided to the Records Supervisor for
required reporting to the DOJ (Government Code § 7284.6(c)(2)(see the Records Division Policy).

428.8   U VISA AND T VISA NONIMMIGRANT STATUS
Under certain circumstances, federal law allows temporary immigration benefits, known as a U
visa, to victims and witnesses of certain qualifying crimes (8 USC § 1101(a)(15)(U)).

Similar immigration protection, known as a T visa, is available for certain qualifying victims of
human trafficking (8 USC § 1101(a)(15)(T)).

Any request for assistance in applying for U visa or T visa status should be forwarded in a timely
manner to the Investigations supervisor assigned to oversee the handling of any related case.
The Investigations supervisor should:

(a) Consult with the assigned investigator to determine the current status of any related
case and whether further documentation is warranted.
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(b) Contact the appropriate prosecutor assigned to the case, if applicable, to ensure the
certification or declaration has not already been completed and whether a certification
or declaration is warranted.

(c) Address the request and complete the certification or declaration, if appropriate, in a
timely manner.

1. The instructions for completing certification and declaration forms can be found
on the U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS) website.

2. Form I-918 Supplement B certification shall be completed if the victim qualifies
under Penal Code § 679.10 (multiple serious offenses). Form   The certification
shall be completed and not refused for the specified reasons in Penal Code §
679.10(k)(3).

3. Form I-914 Supplement B certification  declaration shall be completed if the
victim qualifies under Penal Code § 236.5 or Penal Code § 679.11 (human
trafficking). The declaration shall be completed and not refused for completion
for the specified reasons in Penal Code § 679.11(j)(3).

4. Forward the completed Form I-918 Supplement B certification or completed
Form I-914 declaration B to the victim, family member, or authorized
representative (as defined in Penal Code § 679.10 and Penal Code § 679.11)
without requiring the victim to provide government-issued identification (Penal
Code § 679.10; Penal Code § 679.11)

(d) Ensure that any decision to complete, or not complete, a certification or declaration
form is documented in the case file and forwarded to the appropriate prosecutor.
Include a copy of any completed form in the case file.

1. If Form I-918 Supplement B is not certified, a written explanation of denial shall
be provided to the victim or authorized representative. The written denial shall
include specific details of any reasonable requests for cooperation and a detailed
description of how the victim refused to cooperate (Penal Code § 679.10).

(e) Inform the victim liaison of any requests and their status.

428.8.1   TIME FRAMES FOR COMPLETION
Officers and their supervisors who are assigned to investigate a case of human trafficking as
defined by Penal Code § 236.1 shall complete the above process and the documents needed for
indicating the individual is a victim for the T visa application within 15 business days of the first
encounter with the victim, regardless of whether it is requested by the victim (Penal Code § 236.5).

Officers and their supervisors shall complete the above process and the documents needed
certifying victim cooperation for a U visa or T visa application pursuant to Penal Code § 679.10
and Penal Code § 679.11 within 30 days of a request from the victim, victim’s   victim's family, or
authorized representative (as defined in Penal Code § 679.10 and Penal Code § 679.11) related
related to one of their assigned cases. If the victim is in removal proceedings, the certification
shall be processed within seven days of the first business day following the day the request was
received.
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428.8.2   REPORTING TO LEGISLATURE
The Investigations supervisor or the authorized designee should ensure that certification requests
are reported to the Legislature in January of each year and include the number of certifications
signed and the number denied. The report shall comply with Government Code § 9795 (Penal
Code § 679.10; Penal Code § 679.11).

428.8.3   POLICE REPORTS
Upon request, an officer or supervisor should provide a victim or authorized representative with a
copy of the report filed by the victim within seven days of the request (Penal Code § 679.10).

428.9   TRAINING
The Training Sergeant should ensure that all appropriate members receive training on immigration
issues.

Training should include:

(a) Identifying civil versus criminal immigration violations.

(b) Factors that may be considered in determining whether a criminal immigration violation
has been committed.

(c) Prohibitions contained in the California Values Act (Government Code § 7284 et seq.).
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Vehicle Towing and Release
510.1   PURPOSE AND SCOPE
This policy provides the procedures for towing a vehicle by or at the direction of the Alameda Police
Department. Nothing in this policy shall require the Alameda Police Department to tow a vehicle.

510.2   STORAGE AND IMPOUNDS
When circumstances permit, for example when towing a vehicle for parking or registration
violations, the handling employee should, prior to having the vehicle towed, make a good faith
effort to notify the owner of the vehicle that it is subject to removal. This may be accomplished
by personal contact, telephone or by leaving a notice attached to the vehicle at least 24 hours
prior to removal. If a vehicle presents a hazard, such as being abandoned on the roadway, it may
be towed immediately.

The responsibilities of those employees towing, storing or impounding a vehicle are listed below.

510.2.1   VEHICLE STORAGE REPORT
Alameda  Alameda Police Department  Department members requesting towing, storage, or
impound of a vehicle shall complete CHP Form 180 and accurately record the mileage and
a description of property within the vehicle (Vehicle Code § 22850). A copy of the storage
report should to be given to the tow truck operator, and the original shall be submitted to the
Communication Center  Records Division as soon as practicable after the vehicle is stored.

510.2.2   REMOVAL FROM TRAFFIC COLLISION SCENES
When a vehicle has been involved in a traffic collision and must be removed from the scene, the
officer shall have the driver select a towing company, if possible, and shall relay the request for
the specified towing company to the dispatcher. When there is no preferred company requested,
the city's current contracted tow  a company will be summoned selected from the rotational list of
towing companies in the Communications Center.

If the owner is incapacitated, or for any reason it is necessary for the Department  Alameda Police
Department to assume responsibility for a vehicle involved in a collision, the officer shall request
the dispatcher to call the city's current contracted tow company official towing garage for the City
of Alameda. The officer will then store the vehicle using a CHP Form 180.

510.2.3   STORAGE AT ARREST SCENES
Whenever a person in charge or in control of a vehicle is arrested, it is the policy of this department
to provide reasonable safekeeping by storing the arrestee’s vehicle subject to the exceptions
described below. The vehicle, however, shall be stored whenever it is needed for the furtherance
of the investigation or prosecution of the case, or when the community caretaker doctrine would
reasonably suggest that the vehicle should be stored (e.g., traffic hazard, high-crime area).
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The following are examples of situations where consideration should be given to leaving a vehicle
at the scene in lieu of storing, provided the vehicle can be lawfully parked and left in a reasonably
secured and safe condition:

• Traffic-related warrant arrest.

• Situations where the vehicle was not used to further the offense for which the driver
was arrested.

• Whenever the licensed owner of the vehicle is present, willing, and able to take control
of any vehicle not involved in criminal activity.

• Whenever the vehicle otherwise does not need to be stored and the owner requests
that it be left at the scene. In such cases, the owner shall be informed that the Alameda
Police Department will not be responsible for theft or damages.

510.2.4   IMPOUNDMENT AT SOBRIETY CHECKPOINTS
Whenever a driver is stopped at a sobriety checkpoint and the only violation is that the operator
is driving without a valid driver’s license, the officer shall make a reasonable attempt to identify
the registered owner of the vehicle (Vehicle Code § 2814.2). The officer shall release the vehicle
to the registered owner if the person is a licensed driver, or to another licensed driver authorized
by the registered owner, provided the vehicle is claimed prior to the conclusion of the checkpoint
operation.

If the vehicle is released at the checkpoint, the officer shall list on his/her copy of the notice to
appear the name and driver’s license number of the person to whom the vehicle is released.

When a vehicle cannot be released at the checkpoint, it shall be towed (Vehicle Code § 22651(p)).
When a vehicle is removed at the checkpoint, it shall be released during the normal business
hours of the storage facility to the registered owner or his/her agent upon presentation of a valid
driver’s license and current vehicle registration.

510.2.5   DRIVING A NON-CITY VEHICLE
Vehicles which have been towed by or at the direction of the Alameda Police Department should
not be driven by police personnel unless it is necessary to move a vehicle a short distance to
eliminate a hazard, prevent the obstruction of a fire hydrant or to comply with posted signs.

510.2.6   DISPATCHER’S RESPONSIBILITIES
Upon receiving a request for towing, the dispatcher shall promptly telephone the specified
authorized towing service. The officer shall be advised when the request has been made and the
towing service has been dispatched.

When there is no preferred company requested, the dispatcher shall call the next firm in rotation
from the list of approved towing companies and shall make appropriate entries on that form to
ensure the following firm is called on the next request.
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510.2.7   COMMUNICATIONS SECTION  RECORDS DIVISION RESPONSIBILITY
Communications Center  Records personnel shall promptly enter pertinent data from the
completed storage form (CHP Form 180) into the Stolen Vehicle System and return the form to
the patrol supervisor  Watch Commander for approval (Vehicle Code § 22651.5(b); Vehicle Code
§ 22851.3(b); Vehicle Code § 22854.5).

Approved storage forms shall be promptly placed into the auto-file so that they are immediately
available for release or review should inquiries be made.

Within 48 hours, excluding weekends and holidays, of the storage of any such vehicle , it shall be
the responsibility of the Communications Section to  Records Division to determine the names and
addresses of any individuals having an interest in the vehicle through DMV or CLETS computers.
Notice shall be sent to all such individuals by first-class mail ( mail as applicable and as provided
in Vehicle Code § 22851.3(d);  , Vehicle Code § 22852(a);  , and Vehicle Code § 14602.6(a)(2)).
The notice shall include the following (Vehicle Code § 22852(b)):

(a) The name, address, and telephone number of this Alameda Police Department.

(b) The location of the place of storage and description of the vehicle, which shall include,
if available, the name or make, the manufacturer, the license plate number, and the
mileage.

(c) The authority and purpose for the removal of the vehicle.

(d) A statement that, in order to receive their post-storage hearing, the owners, or their
agents, shall request the hearing in person, in writing, or by telephone within 10 days
of the date appearing on the notice.

510.3   TOWING SERVICES
The City of Alameda periodically selects a firm to act as the official tow service and awards a
contract to that firm. This firm will be used in the following situations:

(a) When it is necessary to safeguard a vehicle due to the inability of the owner or operator
to take the required action.

(b) When a vehicle is being held as evidence in connection with an investigation.

(c) When it is otherwise necessary to store a motor vehicle. This would include situations
involving the recovery of stolen or abandoned vehicles, and the removal of vehicles
obstructing traffic in violation of state or local regulations.

510.4   VEHICLE INVENTORY
All property in a stored or impounded vehicle shall be inventoried and listed on the vehicle storage
form. This includes the trunk and any compartments or containers, even if closed and/or locked.
Members conducting inventory searches should be as thorough and accurate as practical in
preparing an itemized inventory. These inventory procedures are for the purpose of protecting
an owner's property while in police custody, to provide for the safety of officers, and to protect
the Alameda Police Department against fraudulent claims of lost, stolen, or damaged property.
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510.5   SECURITY OF VEHICLES AND PROPERTY
Unless it would cause an unreasonable delay in the completion of a vehicle impound/storage or
create an issue of officer safety, officers should make reasonable accommodations to permit a
driver/owner to retrieve small items of value or personal need (e.g., cash, jewelry, cell phone,
prescriptions) that are not considered evidence or contraband.

If a search of a vehicle leaves the vehicle or any property contained therein vulnerable to
unauthorized entry, theft, or damage, personnel conducting the search shall take such steps as
are reasonably necessary to secure and/or preserve the vehicle or property from such hazards.

510.6   RELEASE OF VEHICLE
The Alameda Police Department will maintain a listed, 24-hour telephone number to provide
information regarding impoundment of vehicles and the right of the registered owner to request
a storage hearing. Releases for towed vehicles will be made available during regular, non-
emergency business hours (Vehicle Code § 14602.6).

(a) Vehicles removed pursuant to Vehicle Code § 22850 shall be released after proof of
current registration is provided by the owner or the person in control of the vehicle and
after all applicable fees are paid (Vehicle Code § 22850.3; Vehicle Code § 22850.5).

(b) Vehicles removed that require payment of parking fines or proof of valid driver’s license
shall only be released upon presentation of proof of compliance, proof of payment,
completion of affidavit, and payment of applicable fees related to the removal (Vehicle
Code § 22651 et seq., Vehicle Code § 22652 et seq., Vehicle Code § 22850.3; Vehicle
Code § 22850.5).

(c) A vehicle removed pursuant to Vehicle Code § 14602.6(a) shall be released to the
registered owner or his/her agent with proof of current registration, proof of a valid
driver’s license, and applicable fees paid prior to the end of the 30-day impoundment
period under any of the following circumstances:

1. The vehicle was stolen.

2. If the driver reinstates his/her driver's license or acquires a license and provides
proof of proper insurance.

3. Any other circumstance as set forth in Vehicle Code § 14602.6.

4. When there is no remaining community caretaking need to continue impound
of the vehicle or the continued impound would not otherwise comply with the
Fourth Amendment.

(d) An autonomous vehicle removed under authority of Vehicle Code § 22651(o)(1)(D)
shall be released to the registered owner or person in control of the autonomous
vehicle if the requirements of Vehicle Code § 22651(o)(3)(B) are met.

Personnel whose duties include releasing towed vehicles should consult the Vehicle Code under
which the vehicle was towed or impounded for any specific requirements prior to release.

Employees who suspect that a vehicle was impounded in error should promptly advise a
supervisor. Supervisors should approve, when appropriate, the release of the vehicle without
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requiring the registered owner or his/her agent to request a hearing, as described in the Vehicle
Impound Hearings Policy.

510.7   TOWING FOR EXPIRED REGISTRATION
Prior to a member removing a vehicle that is found to have expired registration for more than
six months, the member shall verify that no current registration exists with the Department of
Motor Vehicles (DMV). If current registration exists with the DMV, the vehicle shall not be removed
(Vehicle Code § 22651(o)(1)(A)).
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Investigation and Prosecution
600.1   POLICY
It is the policy of the Alameda Police Department to investigate crimes thoroughly and with due
diligence, and to evaluate and prepare criminal cases for appropriate clearance or submission to
a prosecutor.

600.2   PURPOSE AND SCOPE
The purpose of this policy is to set guidelines and requirements pertaining to the handling and
disposition of criminal investigations.

600.3   INVESTIGATIONS DIVISION ORGANIZATION
The Investigations Division is within the Bureau of Support Services. The division is managed by
a Lieutenant who reports to the Bureau Captain.

600.4   SCHEDULING
Scheduling of duty hours for the Investigations Division's personnel shall be the responsibility
of the Division Commander and may be subject to adjustment to accomplish a specific police
purpose.

Investigations Division personnel shall normally work the hours of the Second Platoon. When
necessary, personnel may be scheduled for night and/or weekend duty.

It shall be the responsibility of the Division Commander to have at least one investigator available
in the Division's office during normal working hours.

600.5   INVESTIGATIONS DIVISION GENERAL DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

(a) Cases other than those previously mentioned may be assigned to particular personnel
or sections as deemed necessary by the Division Commander.

(b) Should any of the following offenses occur, the Bureau of Operations Commander,
the Investigations Division Commander, and the Violent Crimes Unit supervisor shall
be notified immediately, whether on or off duty:

1. Kidnapping

2. Murder or suspicious death

3. Bombing

4. Police Officer involved shooting

5. All in custody deaths

6. Arson involving serious injury or death
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(a) If an arson involving major property damage occurs, the Investigations
Division Commander and the Property Crimes supervisor shall be notified
immediately, whether on or off duty.

(c) For offenses other than those listed above, the Watch Commander or Duty Lieutenant
shall be responsible for deciding whether or not off duty Investigations Division
personnel should be contacted.

(d) Whenever available, on duty Investigations Division personnel shall respond to
reported felonies in progress, in order to assist with the investigation and /or
apprehension of suspects.

(e) During normal business hours, requests from outside agencies for felony
investigations assistance involving local residents will be referred to the appropriate
Section supervisor. Otherwise, patrol officers shall be directed to render the necessary
assistance.

(f) It is the responsibility of the Division Commander to review and assign each case
received in the Division to the appropriate Investigative Unit.

(g) Unit Supervisors shall re-assign cases to their respective personnel for investigative
follow-up and update the Case Management File appropriately.

(h) Although assigned to a specific unit, officers may be assigned to other units if deemed
necessary by the Division Commander.

(i) Unit supervisors shall ensure their personnel submit initial follow-up reports on all
assigned cases in a timely manner.

(j) Unit supervisors will ensure their personnel maintain an accurate monthly case
assignment/status record using the Department's Case Management System.

(k) Unit supervisors shall submit to the Division Commander a monthly summary of their
unit's activities.

(l) The Division Commander shall ensure that personnel within the Division meet
regularly for case briefings and information sharing.

(m) All Investigations Division personnel will, as often as possible, attend association
meetings pertaining to their specific assignments.

(n) At the conclusion of their work day, personnel assigned to the Investigations Division
shall clear their desks of assigned cases and other paraphernalia.

(o) No victim or citizen should be required to return at a later time, or fail to receive service,
because a specific detective is not present to assist them. Despite specialization of
assignments, assistance shall be provided to citizens whenever possible, even though
it may involve temporarily working out of assignment.

600.5.1   TERRORISM LIAISON OFFICER

(a) Terrorism Liaison Officer

1. The Terrorism Liaison Officer has the responsibility for specified intelligence
gathering, dissemination, sharing, and maintaining as it relates to the analysis
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of criminal activity and Homeland Security intelligence. The Terrorism Liaison
Officer also has the responsibility for training Department employees for
emergency response to, and recovery from, natural disasters as related to
National Recovery Plans.

2. The Investigations Division Lieutenant is the Department's designated Terrorism
Liaison Officer.

3. It is the policy of the Department that all intelligence information be gathered
and stored in accordance with the Code of Federal Regulations, Title 28, and
Part 23, which is established to protect individual rights of speech, association,
or privacy. Information may only be maintained when it is based on reasonable
suspicion of involvement in criminal activity or conduct, and the information is
relevant to that criminal activity or conduct.

(b) Criminal/Homeland Security Intelligence

1. The gathering, evaluation, and dissemination of criminal intelligence and
Homeland Security intelligence is the responsibility of the Terrorism Liaison
Officer, under the direct command of the Bureau of Operations Captain.

2. The Chief of Police shall be informed of intelligence information that is relative
and pertinent to the Alameda Police Department in a timely manner.

3. Intelligence information of a routine nature that is relative and pertinent to the
Alameda Police Department shall be disseminated to staff and line officers for
informational and training purposes.

(c) Terrorism Liaison Officer Responsibilities

1. Ensure the Department is compliant with Homeland Security Presidential
Directive 5, which is the Management of Domestic Incidents, through a National
Incident Management System.

2. Ensure the Department is compliant with Homeland Security Presidential
Directive 8, which is the national response plan for Federal assistance to State
and local government, in the event of threatened or actual domestic terrorist
attacks, major disasters, and other emergencies.

3. Maintain correspondence with federal and state terrorism task force groups for
the purpose of gathering, sharing, dissemination, and maintaining of intelligence
information related to possible criminal activity.

600.6   INITIAL INVESTIGATION

600.6.1   OFFICER RESPONSIBILITIES
An officer responsible for an initial investigation shall complete no less than the following:

(a) Make a preliminary determination of whether a crime has been committed by
completing, at a minimum:
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1. An initial statement from any witnesses or complainants.

2. A cursory examination for evidence.

(b) If information indicates a crime has occurred, the officer shall:

1. Preserve the scene and any evidence as required to complete the initial and
follow-up investigation.

2. Determine if additional investigative resources (e.g., investigators or scene
processing) are necessary and request assistance as required.

3. If assistance is warranted, or if the incident is not routine, notify a supervisor or
the Watch Commander.

4. Make reasonable attempts to locate, identify and interview all available victims,
complainants, witnesses and suspects.

5. Collect any evidence.

6. Take any appropriate law enforcement action.

7. Complete and submit the appropriate reports and documentation.

(c) If the preliminary determination is that no crime occurred, determine what other action
may be necessary, what other resources may be available, and advise the informant
or complainant of this information.

600.6.2   PROFESSIONAL STAFF MEMBER RESPONSIBILITIES
A professional staff member assigned to any preliminary investigation is responsible for all
investigative steps, except making any attempt to locate, contact or interview a suspect face-to-
face or take any enforcement action. Should an initial investigation indicate that those steps are
required, the assistance of an officer shall be requested.

600.7   CUSTODIAL INTERROGATION REQUIREMENTS
Suspects who are in custody and subjected to an interrogation shall be given the Miranda warning,
unless an exception applies. Interview or interrogation of a juvenile shall be in accordance with
the Temporary Custody of Juveniles Policy.

600.7.1   AUDIO/VIDEO RECORDINGS
Any custodial interrogation of an individual who is suspected of having committed any violent
felony offense should be recorded (audio or video with audio as available) in its entirety.
Regardless of where the interrogation occurs, every reasonable effort should be made to secure
functional recording equipment to accomplish such recordings.

Consideration should also be given to recording a custodial interrogation, or any investigative
interview, for any other offense when it is reasonable to believe it would be appropriate and
beneficial to the investigation and is otherwise allowed by law.

No recording of a custodial interrogation should be destroyed or altered without written
authorization from the prosecuting attorney and the Investigations commander. Copies of
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recorded interrogations or interviews may be made in the same or a different format as the original
recording, provided the copies are true, accurate and complete and are made only for authorized
and legitimate law enforcement purposes.

Recordings should not take the place of a thorough report and investigative interviews. Written
statements from suspects should continue to be obtained when applicable.

600.7.2   MANDATORY RECORDING OF ADULTS
Any custodial interrogation of an adult who is suspected of having committed any murder shall
be recorded in its entirety. The recording should be video with audio if reasonably feasible (Penal
Code § 859.5).

This recording is not mandatory when (Penal Code § 859.5):

(a) Recording is not feasible because of exigent circumstances that are later documented
in a report.

(b) The suspect refuses to have the interrogation recorded, including a refusal any time
during the interrogation, and the refusal is documented in a report. If feasible, the
refusal shall be electronically recorded.

(c) The custodial interrogation occurred in another state by law enforcement officers
of that state, unless the interrogation was conducted with the intent to avoid the
requirements of Penal Code § 859.5.

(d) The interrogation occurs when no member conducting the interrogation has a
reason to believe that the individual may have committed murder. Continued
custodial interrogation concerning that offense shall be electronically recorded if the
interrogating member develops a reason to believe the individual committed murder.

(e) The interrogation would disclose the identity of a confidential informant or would
jeopardize the safety of an officer, the individual being interrogated or another
individual. Such circumstances shall be documented in a report.

(f) A recording device fails despite reasonable maintenance and the timely repair or
replacement is not feasible.

(g) The questions are part of a routine processing or booking, and are not an interrogation.

(h) The suspect is in custody for murder and the interrogation is unrelated to a
murder.  However, if any information concerning a murder is mentioned during the
interrogation, the remainder of the interrogation shall be recorded.

The Alameda Police Department shall maintain an original or an exact copy of the recording until
a conviction relating to the interrogation is final and all appeals are exhausted or prosecution is
barred by law (Penal Code § 859.5).

600.8   USE OF CERTAIN DNA SAMPLES
Known samples of DNA collected from a victim of a crime or alleged crime, and known reference
samples of DNA from any individual that were voluntarily provided for the purpose of exclusion are
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to be used only for the purpose directly related to the incident being investigated and in compliance
with the procedures identified in Penal Code § 679.12.

600.9   COMPUTERS AND DIGITAL EVIDENCE
The collection, preservation, transportation and storage of computers, cell phones and other
digital devices may require specialized handling to preserve the value of the related evidence. If
it is anticipated that computers or similar equipment will be seized, officers should request that
computer forensic examiners assist with seizing computers and related evidence. If a forensic
examiner is unavailable, officers should take reasonable steps to prepare for such seizure and
use the resources that are available.

600.10   INVESTIGATIVE USE OF SOCIAL MEDIA AND INTERNET SOURCES
Use of social media and any other internet source to access information for the purpose of criminal
investigation shall comply with applicable laws and policies regarding privacy, civil rights, and civil
liberties. Information gathered via the internet should only be accessed by members while on-duty
and for purposes related to the mission of this department. If a member encounters information
relevant to a criminal investigation while off-duty or while using the member's own equipment, the
member should note the dates, times, and locations of the information and report the discovery to
the member's supervisor as soon as practicable. The member, or others who have been assigned
to do so, should attempt to replicate the finding when on-duty and using department equipment.

Information obtained via the internet should not be archived or stored in any manner other than
department-established record keeping systems (see the Records Maintenance and Release and
the Criminal Organizations policies).

600.10.1   ACCESS RESTRICTIONS
Information that can be accessed from any department computer, without the need of an account,
password, email address, alias, or other identifier (unrestricted websites), may be accessed and
used for legitimate investigative purposes without supervisory approval.

Accessing information from any internet source that requires the use or creation of an account,
password, email address, alias or other identifier, or the use of nongovernment IP addresses,
requires supervisor approval prior to access. The supervisor will review the justification for
accessing the information and consult with legal counsel as necessary to identify any policy or
legal restrictions. Any such access and the supervisor approval shall be documented in the related
investigative report.

Accessing information that requires the use of a third party's account or online identifier requires
supervisor approval and the consent of the third party. The consent must be voluntary and shall
be documented in the related investigative report.

Information gathered from any internet source should be evaluated for its validity, authenticity,
accuracy, and reliability. Corroborative evidence should be sought and documented in the related
investigative report.
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Any information collected in furtherance of an investigation through an internet source should be
documented in the related report. Documentation should include the source of information and
the dates and times that the information was gathered.

600.10.2   INTERCEPTING ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION
Intercepting social media communications in real time may be subject to federal and state wiretap
laws. Officers should seek legal counsel before any such interception.

600.11   DISCONTINUATION OF INVESTIGATIONS
The investigation of a criminal case or efforts to seek prosecution should only be discontinued if
one of the following applies:

(a) All reasonable investigative efforts have been exhausted, no reasonable belief that
the person who committed the crime can be identified, and the incident has been
documented appropriately.

(b) The perpetrator of a misdemeanor has been identified and a warning is the most
appropriate disposition.

1. In these cases, the investigator shall document that the person was warned and
why prosecution was not sought.

2. Warnings shall not be given for felony offenses or other offenses identified in this
policy or by law that require an arrest or submission of a case to a prosecutor.

(c) The case has been submitted to the appropriate prosecutor but no charges have been
filed. Further investigation is not reasonable nor has the prosecutor requested further
investigation.

(d) The case has been submitted to the appropriate prosecutor, charges have been filed,
and further investigation is not reasonable, warranted, or requested, and there is no
need to take the suspect into custody.

(e) Suspects have been arrested, there are no other suspects, and further investigation
is either not warranted, or requested.

(f) Investigation has proven that a crime was not committed (see the Sexual Assault
Investigations Policy for special considerations in these cases).

The Domestic Violence, Child Abuse, Sexual Assault Investigations, and Senior and Disability
Victimization policies may also require an arrest or submittal of a case to a prosecutor.

600.11   STATE REQUIREMENTS FOR FIREARM INVESTIGATIONS

600.11.1   CALIFORNIA DOJ NOTICE OF LOCATION OF REPORTED LOST OR STOLEN
FIREARM
When notification is received from the California Department of Justice (DOJ) that a firearm
purchase matches an entry made into the Automated Firearms System by the Alameda Police
Department as lost or stolen, the Investigations supervisor shall assign an officer to retrieve
the firearm and book the firearm into evidence in accordance with the Property and Evidence
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Policy. Recovery of the firearm shall be reported pursuant to Penal Code § 11108.2, Penal
Code §11109.3, and Penal Code § 11108.5. If appropriate, arrangements may be made to have
another state or local law enforcement agency retrieve the firearm on behalf of the Alameda Police
Department (Penal Code § 28220).

600.11.2   RELINQUISHMENT OF FIREARMS VERIFICATION
The Investigations supervisor shall designate a member to have access to the Armed Prohibited
Persons System (APPS) to receive information regarding individuals in the jurisdiction of the
Alameda Police Department who have become a prohibited possessor of a firearm registered in
their name and have not provided proof of relinquishment. The member shall document steps
taken to verify that the individual is no longer in possession of firearms and provide the information
to the Records Division for preparation of a quarterly report to the California DOJ (Penal Code §
29813) (see the Records Division Policy for additional guidance).

600.12   MODIFICATION OF CHARGES FILED
Members are not authorized to recommend to the prosecutor or to any other official of the
court that charges on a pending case be amended or dismissed without the authorization of a
supervisor. Any authorized request to modify the charges or to recommend dismissal of charges
shall be made to the prosecutor.

600.13   CELLULAR COMMUNICATIONS INTERCEPTION TECHNOLOGY
The Criminal Investigations Bureau Commander is responsible for ensuring the following for
cellular communications interception technology operations (Government Code § 53166):

(a) Security procedures are developed to protect information gathered through the use
of the technology.

(b) A usage and privacy policy is developed that includes:

1. The purposes for which using cellular communications interception technology
and collecting information is authorized.

2. Identification by job title or other designation of employees who are authorized to
use or access information collected through the use of cellular communications
interception technology.

3. Training requirements necessary for those authorized employees.

4. A description of how the Alameda Police Department will monitor the use of its
cellular communications interception technology to ensure the accuracy of the
information collected and compliance with all applicable laws.

5. Process and time period system audits.

6. Identification of the existence of any memorandum of understanding or other
agreement with any other local agency or other party for the shared use of
cellular communications interception technology or the sharing of information
collected through its use, including the identity of signatory parties.
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7. The purpose of, process for and restrictions on the sharing of information
gathered through the use of cellular communications interception technology
with other local agencies and persons.

8. The length of time information gathered through the use of cellular
communications interception technology will be retained, and the process the
local agency will utilize to determine if and when to destroy retained information.

Members shall only use approved devices and usage shall be in compliance with department
 security procedures, the department’s usage and privacy procedures and all applicable laws.

600.14   ANTI-REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS CRIMES
A member should take a report any time a person living within the jurisdiction of the Alameda
Police Department reports that the person has been a victim of an anti-reproductive rights crime
as defined by Penal Code § 13776 and Penal Code § 423.3. This includes:

(a) Taking a report, even if the location of the crime is outside the jurisdiction of this
department or has not been determined (e.g., online harassment).

(b) Providing the victim with the appropriate information, as set forth in the Victim and
Witness Assistance Policy. Members should encourage the person to review the
material and should assist with any questions.

A report should also be taken if a person living outside department jurisdiction reports an anti-
reproductive rights crime that may have been committed or facilitated within this jurisdiction (e.g.,
use of a post office box in the city to facilitate the crime).

A member investigating an anti-reproductive rights crime should ensure that the case is referred
to the appropriate agency if it is determined that this department should not be the investigating
agency. The victim should be advised that the case is being transferred to the agency of
jurisdiction. The appropriate entries should be made into any databases that have been authorized
for department use and are specific to this type of investigation.

The Investigations supervisor should provide the Records Supervisor with enough information
regarding the number of calls for assistance and number of arrests to meet the reporting
requirements to the California Department of Justice as required by Penal Code § 13777. See the
Records Division Policy for additional guidance.
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