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Alameda’s Historic Japantown
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At the turn of the 20th century, Issei, first generation
Japanese immigrants, came as sojourners, seeking
a better life, with a dream of making their fortunes.
Faced with racial hostility and feeling unwelcome, the
newcomers took comfort in living close to each other
for mutual support. Unable to shop in stores or eat

in local restaurants, some began their own small =

businesses. By 1912, Japantown included grocers, | __ ———— _ .
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a tofu shop.

The six-block radius from Park to Oak Street, and

Eagle to Webb Avenue began as an ethnic enclave for
bachelors and expanded as men sent for wives from - Wiy Icida and s Mty skiod i o of
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By the mid 1920s, nurseries offered support to the g ’ -
Japanese in gardening and landscape work.

Meiji Laundry, an early business serving
Japanese bachelors, was located af
1620 Park Street, ca.1910

The Iwaihara family driving in a
Model T. Ford near the Fernside

district in Alameda, ca.1916

Keiji Shiota set up a shoe repair shop,
a trade with easy set up and minimal
investment. ca.1921

Following WWII, John and Anna Towata
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located af 1621 Park Street. He poses for a self )| ot | R

portrait wearing a waiter's uniform. ca.1910 Hayashi Florist first opened on Park Street in 1902 and

moved fo Santa Clara Ave. by 1912. The Kono and Towata
families ran the floral shop at 2305 Santa Clara Ave.
before and after the war.

Amy (Kono) Nobusada sits in
front of the shop that the Kono
family owned and operated as
“Hayashi Florist” until

forced to close prior to WWII.
ca.1930
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