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AYear in the Life of the Alameda Museum and the Meyers House

The Alameda Museum

1. }ncome statement: We are close to breaking even with annual income of $136,384
and expenses of $142,829. About one-third of our monthly income stems from the city
Archival Service Agreement. For years we have accepted, catalogued, preserved and
displayed materials from city departments and organizations. At least sixty percent of
the Museum's collections are composed of archival materials pertaining to the City of
Alameda, its history and its residents. These archives enable research into our rich past.

Alameda Museum 2014 Budgeted Expense

• Special Events • Docent luncheon Estate and Gift Shop Sal

• Business Expenses • Contract Services Rent and tacumes

• Operations

Alameda Museum 2014 Budgeted Revenue

fill Special Events

• Archival Services

• Docent luncheon • Donations

• Estate and Gift Shop Sales Membership Dues

2. Raising the rest: For years, our volunteers and members have raised thousands of
dollars to supplement funds from the Archival Services contract Sources include gift
shop sales, dues, membership lunch, raffle, and auction, the annual home tour,
donations, estate sales, lecture sponsorships and admissions, and fees for use of the art
gallery. More than 60 dedicated volunteer staff and docents support our work, as well
as more than 300 paid members.



3. Community Cultural Center: Monthly rotating art exhibits in the Alameda Museum
gallery showcase local talent, and its rental is an income source. The lecture series on
local history, people and architecture is going strong after 14 years! Local businesses
and ;professionals sponsor the lectures, and admissions bring revenue and entice many
new people to join. This year board members developed, produced and are selling a
new map, "Historic Alameda California."

4. Education: Museum volunteers visit classrooms and lead walks and Museum tours to
teach students, parents, and teachers about the lure of local history and architecture.
The Museum hosted Kids& Queen Victoria art show for the 17thyear. It was presided
over by City Manager Russo, who had the singular honor of introducing Queen Victoria
herself. We also arrange special tours and local history presentations for various
groups throughout the city. Museum members also offer free classes in Alameda
history and architecture at Mastick Center.

S. On-lineresource: Through a special program at the College of Alameda, intern Robbie
Erion is scanning thousands of images in the Museum collection; These will be sold on-
line, another income source.

6. Stabilization of our venue: We are negotiating a lease with the Masons that will give
us the option of maintaining our rent at its current level for 10 years.

7. Collaboration with other organizations: We co-sponsor the annual home tour with
Alameda Architectural Preservation Society. We helped organize the SixMuseum
Alliance of Alameda with the California Historic Radio Society, the Naval Air Museum,
Pacific Pinball Museum, and the USSHornet Museum board members organize Historic
Preservation Season for the City. We collaborate with other history museums
throughout the BayArea.

The Meyers House and Garden

1. Income statement: We are a bit ahead, with annual income of$25, 900 and
expenses of $18,236. Anything extra goes into the fund for deferred maintenance
and capital improvements. Income is from East Bay Community Foundation,
donations, memberships, tour admissions, and in kind contributions.

Meyers House 2014 Budgeted Expense

• Sardenirtg - Insurance Utilitie~ _ Supplies,and ather _ Event Rental



Meyers House 2014 Budgeted Revenue

• EBCF Grant _ Admission Fees Donations. Memberships _ Event Rental

2. Capital Improvements and maintenance completed last year: Entire house was
prepped and painted, pergola repaired and painted; carriage house reroofed,
painted; storage building constructed, garden artifacts repaired, stabilized and
repainted. Huge metal tank in pump house removed by Eagle Scouts. Cost
approximately $60,000 raised from generous donations, dues, admissions and an
advance from the Alameda Museum treasury.

3. Capital Improvements and maintenance needed: Install carriage house
foundation and replace floor, stabilize and seal walls; upgrade electrical, install sink
and ADAcompliant restroom.

4. Meyers Committee: This new group is preparing a contract and compiling other
details for rental of the garden. Our first wedding comes up this month! They are
also preparing a priority list of what needs to be done for long term preservation
and maintenance of this valuable City Landmark.

5. Archival work The Meyers House and its outbuildings have significant collections
of furniture, paintings, photos and other historical materials that are in need of care
and preservation

6. Long-term goals for Meyers House and Garden::
- Be economically self-sustaining
- Preserve the house and grounds
- Interpret the home, grounds and artifacts to educate students, residents and
visitors

7. Extended hours We now have enough docents to open the Meyers House Museum
twice each month. More than 20 docents and staff volunteers support our work
here .. To announce this new availability to see the house and grounds, we used this
beautiful watercolor by a local artist with the Frank Bette center and we created a
new guest pass. One is in your packets. We hope you will all use it to visit us!



Victorian
Homes on the

Queen Victoria ruled the British Empire
long time, from 1837 until she died in 1
Her son Edward VII then reigned until his
in 1910. In the United States, the structures
built during their reigns are called Victorian and
Edwardian-in their honor. However during that
time a handful of styles were popular here. This
brochure is a guide to house styles in Alameda
during the decades from 1870 unti1191O.
Please note that the decades assigned to each
style are approximate, and some homes combine
elements of different styles.

ltalianate Style-flat front
STYLECUES:Falsefront, brackets, uncomplicated
Vvindowdecoration, no bay windows, simple
hand-turned millwork. Originally painted to
mimic stone, such as limestcnev'marble, •or
granite. A rare few survive on the island. To see
one, visitZZ5Z Encinal Avenue.between Oak
and Walnut Streets.

Italianate Style-
slanted bay
STYLECUES:Projecting bay
windows, false front, brackets,
"classical" red\V0oclmillwork.
To see one, visit 1630 Central
Avenue between Pam and
Grand Streets, built in 1876
for John A. Anthony.

...

Stick Style
S'IYLECUES:Rectangular bay windows, sometimes
topped by a "fake" gable or french cap, exuberant
inventiveimachine-made. redwood decoration.
Originally painted three. to four colors close in hue.
Toseeag~dexample of the one-story version, visit
1900 •.Alan1eclliAvenue at Lafayette Street,built in
1885 byA-a. Gilbert & Company. Toeyeball.the
two-story variety, seek out 1402,1406, and 1410
Santa Clara Avenue between Morton and Benton
Streets, built in 1885 by E.W. Lewis.
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Queen Anne Cottage
S'lYLECUES: Gable roof with lavish
decoration, bands of shingles
going across the house, spindles,
and whimsical plaster
embellishment, often: in the form
of leaves.flowers, and faces. A
juicy pair tovisit: 12 I 5 and
1ZI 9 Pacific Avenue between
Bay and Sherman Streets, built in
1895 by Marouse & Remmel.
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SlYLECUES: Classically derived details: columns, rJ.J

pilasters, dentils, egg and dart molding, and I
Palladian \vindows. Agrand example of the style ~
can be enjoyed at 1303 Caroline Street, built in ,.AJ
1899 bv D. Straub & Sons for Captain James C. (0
!:eh~~~:g~e~ ~~~ ::~~~~~~~;e~; ~r~h~;;~~i;~ S.
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Meyers House Museum, 2021 Alameda Avenue, is ~
also of the Colonial Revival persuasion. r:n
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Colonial Revival

Dutch Colonial
Revival
S'lYLECUE: A ski-jump roof, a '
cold weather anomaly in the;
clement weather of '
Alameda. Architect A.W.
Smith helped popularize this
style. A sweet example can
be found at 915 San Antonio
Avenue, built in 1880 for
machinist A.M. Morrison.

To Learn More
A Home in Alsmeda, Woodruff C. Minor,

Alameda Museum, 2009
Alameda: An Architectural Treasure Chest,

Dennis Evanosky, Sun Media, 2009

Buildings of the Edwardian Period, City of
Alameda, 1905-1909, George Gunn, Alameda
Museum, 1988

Documentation of Victorian and Post- Victorian
Residential and Commercial Buildings, C'ity of
Alameda, 1854-1904, George Gunn, Alameda
Museum, 1988

Historical Atlas of Alameda County, Thompson
& West, Oakland, 1878, reproduced in 1976
by Valley Publishers: Fresno, California

Houses Have History (video), mostly filmed in
Alameda, watch it on Youtube.coml
watch ?v=sdV dVAdS86E

Rehab Right, City of Oakland Planning
Department, Ten Speed Press: Berkeley, 1986

Taking Care of Business: Historic Commercial
Buildings of the Island City, Woodruff C.
Minor, Alameda Museum, 2006

Victoria's Legacy, Judith Lynch and Sally
Woodbridge, 101 Productions: San Francisco,
California, 1978

NOTE: Some of the books are available in the gift
shop of the Alameda Museum, 2324 Alameda
Avenue near Park Street. For hours of operation
please visitalameda-museum.org or call
510.521.1233. Prepared by Judith Lynch. Cover
sketch of Queen Victoria scanned from The
Queen's Holiday,lViargol Wildl,Bea ufort Books:
New York, 1985. House drawings by Richard
Knight,



: ALAMEDA MUSEUMSL~_~ __ ~

1 The Alameda Museum - alamedamuseum.org
2324 Alameda Ave, (510) 521·1233. Open Wed. - Sun. 1:30PM- 4PM,Satl,.lrdays
llAM ~4PM. Admission: Free, donations gladly accepted.

Alameda Museum's mission is towtalog, conserve, and display documents,
photographs, objects, and artifacts relating to the CityofA{ameda and its citizen5; We
foster the preparation and publication of materials relating to the historyofthe City
while providing educational opportunities and experiences through lectures, artgol{ery
exhibits, and the onnuo[September home tour.

2 Meyers House & Garden - alamedamuseum.org
2021 Alameda Ave, (510) 521-1247. Open 2nd & 4th Saturday of the mOhtli, 1- 4PM,
gate doses @3:30PM.Admission: $5 (Free for MHG members with $25 annual dues)

City of Afameda Monument #26, this exquisitely furnished 1897 home of renowned
architect Henry H. Meyers and his famify is filled with antique furniture, stunning
decorative arts, and family items. The Fashion &Accessory Exhibitin basement features
Meyers clothing, framed art, and a kitchen tableau. The Mediterranean style Studio!
Office of Henry and architect daughter Mildred and the former3-cargarage with
Architectural Exhibit are in the beautiful grounds that are part of three residentiollots
making up the estate. Trained docents provide guided tours and are frequently ottired
in period inspired dress. Reservations are required for groups of8 or larger. Grounds
also available for rent for weddings, parties and other gatherings.

3 Naval Air Museum - alamedanavalairmuseum.org
2151 Ferry Point Rd, (SlO) 522-4262. Open Saturdays & Sundays lOAM ~ 4PM.
Admission: $5 adults. Military, youth groups and kids under 12 free.

Alameda NovolAir Museum, in former Air Terminal Building #77 at Alameda Point, is
dedicated to preserving photographs and stories of the war workers. From the build-up
and support of the Pacific Fleet in WWII to subsequent decades of service during Korea,
Vietnam and Desert Storm, the NASAlameda base forever changed our city, the Boy
Area, and the nation. Re-live the past in displays of aircraft models, safety gear, medals,
uniforms, badges, awards, and photographs. The Cioir ••..'s IJ8st 150 weot location fOI

group meetings, presentations, or parties.

4 Pacific Pinball Museum - pacificpinball.org
1510 Webster St, (510) 205-6959. Open Daily, lOAM· 5PM, gates close at 4PM.
Admission: $15 adults, $7.50 children under 12.

The Pacific Pinball Museum is a non-profit organization dedicated to the promotion and
preservation of one of America's great pastimes. Spend the afternoon reliving your
youth or showing your children what kind of en tertainment you had as a kid! Games
range from the .1950s to present day with one-ot-o-nindart shows and exhibiis in our
facility. Play 85+ machines, all set on Free Play, no quarters needed, of! for the price of
admission. We are Q great party or meeting location or can come to your site with Lif' Ju
Ju, a self-contained mini pinball museum that contains six electromechanical pinbal!
machines servicing up to 11 players at once.

Yorktown class of ships,
treaties of the 19305.

t is attached t
own as the Co
The park was a r

9. The vast majority of the park's structures, fittings
and f off in 1940 for a fraction of their original cost.

In 1929, the San Francisco,Airdrome was established as a public airport on University of
California land located near the current Webster Street tube. In the 1930S,Pan
AmericanAirways established a seaplane port along the 'fill that led to the Alameda
Mole.which was the odginal home base for tho famousChina Clipper
Airdr .
Stati
included a large airfield and docks for several aircraft carriers. It was deeo by
the Navy in 1997 and the land returned to the City in 2013. It is now known as Alameda
Point and is the focus of preservation efforts and new development

Research and design by gillico,www.gilfi.co

Historical information sourced from documents available at the Alameda Museum.
Current map data from openstreetmap.org.

Thanks to:

Woody Minor, Elinor Richey,

This pubfication ©2014 TheA/ameda Museum. alamedamuseum.org.

lage PklNy M·4
14. AmeriCan Red Cross ~Atam'eda C'hapter {Gardner House} 2017 Central Ave;
1902,R-9

15. Lincoln'Park High St between Santa Clara 1909 W-12
Opened in 1909 to cOTT)memorate President U oy,

16. Alameda Free Library (Carnegie Library) a Clara Ave, 1902 T -10
17. Veterans M,emorial Building 2203 C,entra'iAv€) 1929 T-9
18. Park Street Historic Commercial District 72 structures, multiple T,-l1
19. Dr. Edith Njeyers Ctr. (Greenleafliouse) 1724 Santa Clara Avo, 1891 R-8

20. and Post·top style street lamps
21. Central Substation' 1828 Grand St, 1936-39 Q~8
22. Webster VersaillesAve,18$4 U-12
23. The Adelphian Club 2167 Central Ave, 1908 5-9
24. Whidden House 1630 Ninth Street, 1878-79 N-7
25. leonard Mansion 891 Union St, 1896 Q-I0
26. Meyers House 1021Alameda Ave, 1897 S-9
27. Posey Tube 2295 Mariner Square Loop, 1928 M-3
28. Alamedil: Point (Naval Air Station) 1938-1945 D~4
About 85 build/ngs and opurtenances. Bose closed in 1997, returned to City in 2013.
29. Delmonte Warehouse (California Packing Warehouse) 1315 Buena Vista Ave,
1927 Q·6

30. Bruton House 1240St. Charles St, 18970-9

OTHER SITES OF INTEREST
A. Alameda Free library 1550 Oak St U-9

Main Branch.
B. Alameda Free Library 788 Santa Clara Ave N-8

West End Branch, built with funds from the Works Progress Administration (WPA).
C. Btadium Sports and Fitness Club 800 W. Tower Ave G-5

Building 40, a former seaplane hangar.
D. Crab Cove Visitor Center 1252 McKay Ave L-8
E. Crown Beach Shoreline Drive 0~11

Recognized by Sunset magazine as "one of the best spots for windsurfing and
kite-boarding. "

F. Flight Control Tower 2175 Monarch St F-S
Closed to the public. Home to alternative energy companies Mokani and Natel.

G. Heritage Areas (Park Ave T-l1, Leonardville Q-I0, Bay Station P-7,
Burbank-Portola N~8) Morked in red, each of these areas represent the work of one
builder or era

H. Jackson Park Park Avenue between San Jose and Encinal Avenues T~l1

~:~'~:;~i~,,;:~;~s:;~~'~~~·~£~.stpork Bandstand designed by orchirect Joseph

I. Pedestrian-Only Drawbridge otis Drive V-14
The only drawbridge in the USexclusively for pedestrian traffic.

J. Rhythmix Cultural Works 2513 Blanding Ave V~8
Originally Alameda Rug Works, now a community cultural arts center.

K.Todd Shipyard "Hlstorlc District" 2900 Main St J-3
Site ofWWIf tugboat construction repair, and military to civilian ship conversions.

L. Paul's Newsstand Corner of Santa Clara Av and Park St U-I0
A landmark since its construction in 1936, originally run by Paul Manning.

M. Sunset Field Airport Atlantic Av P~6
Exact location unknw.Jn. Site of Sunset School ofAviation.

N. Alaska Packers Buena Vista Av Q-S
Formed in 1893 for canning salmon and wintering the fleet.

O. Hibbard's Wharf Grand St R~6
Built by Dr. James Hibbard in 1853.

P. Encinal Yacht Club Clubhouse Grand St U~10
Third oldest yachtc/ub on the Bay, founded 1890

Q. Bath Houses Central Av L~8
Including the Newport, Green Arbor, Sunny Cove, Terrace, and Long Branch Baths.
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FOR MORE INFORMATION
EARLY 20TH CENTURY

BELT LINE RR
ERN PACIFIC

"BIG REDS"

ORIGINAL PARCELS,18S2

Alamedil: A Geographical History Imelda Merlin, Friends of the Alameda sree
Library,,197:7

Alameda:An Arc;hitectural treasure Chest'Dennis Evanos!<y, Stellar Media,l009

Alameda, the Island f::ity (video) Alameda Museum, 1995 (20 minutes)

Buildings of the Edwardian Period, City of Alameda, 1905~1909 George Gunn,
Nameda,Museum, 1988

Do'cumentation of Victorian and Post-Victorian Residential and Commercial
Bu'itdings, City of Alameda. 1854-1904 George Gunn,Alameda Museum, 1988

A Home in Alameda WoodruffC. Minor, Alameda Museum, 2009

Hou'sesHave History (video) Churchill Films: Los Angeles, 1982
(parts filmed inAlameda) OnYouTube: http://goo.gl/mSxbFB

Rehab Right City ofOakland Planning Department, Ten Speed Press: Berkeley, 1986

Taking Care of Business: Historic Commercial Buildings of the 1sland City
WoodruffC. Minor, Alameda Museum, 2006

VictGria's Legacy Judith Lynch and Sally Woodbridge, 101 Productions:
San Francisco,California, 1978

www.alamedainfo.com

ALAMEDABELTLINE

ALAMEDA8cOAKLAND,1888 PRE~ESTUARY

SOUTHERNPACifiC INTERURBAN
LINE 4 ~ ENCINALAVE EASTBOUND

ALAMEDA;BAYFARMISLAND& OAKLAND TODAY


