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LARA WEISIGER

From: Sharine Thenard <sharine.thenard@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, February 17, 2016 12:10 PM
To: City Clerk
Subject: Comments for Central Ave. Project

 
 
Good afternoon, 
 
Please see my comments below and ensure they become public record. 
 
 
As a homeowner on Central Ave. with a small dog and two very young children, I have felt in danger numerous 
times as I crossed Central Ave. in the designated cross walk due to very fast motorists zipping down Central 
Ave. 
Likewise, I have to constantly scan the street when I enter and exit my car so that a driver who may not be 
paying attention doesn't hit me or my car door. I get very nervous when I have to bring my infant into or out of 
my car since many motorists do not honor the 25 mph speed limit on Central Ave. 
 
The stop lights on Sherman and Central are also very troublesome, as cars driving on Sherman and making 
turns are often confused as how to go about doing so. 
The stop light on Sherman for pedestrians is ridiculously short, and I am not sure how any children or elderly 
people can make it across without waiting for two cycles of the light. 
 
In short, I am fully in support of the proposed modifications to Central Ave. 
It is very overdue, and quite appropriate considering the area is near an elementary school and park. 
 
Alameda is a safe and comfortable community. Central Ave, our street, should be the same. 
 
Thank you, 
Sharine Thenard 
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LARA WEISIGER

From: Grae Wallace <info@bikewalkalameda.org>
Sent: Wednesday, February 17, 2016 12:26 PM
To: City Clerk
Cc: info@bikewalkalameda.org
Subject: Please support a safer and more accessible Central Avenue

Please accept the following message from Grae Wallace . 
 
Dear Mayor and City Council members, 
 
  I want safe and accessible streets for people who walk and bike in my community.  Please vote YES on the Central 
Avenue concept plan. 
 
  Hello, please give Alameda cyclists safe access along Central Ave. by implementing bike lanes there. The bike lanes on 
Broadway are a big success and using Broadways bike lanes as a template for Central Ave, between 8th.   
St. and Sherman will slow traffic down to the posted speed limit and allow cyclists safe access to their destinations. I 
own a retail business at 1000 Central Ave. and I have no reservations over the proposed Central Ave. Bike Lanes. 
Sincerely, Grae Wallace 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Grae Wallace 
 
5104231080 
 
graester@hotmail.com 
 
Weber St. 
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LARA WEISIGER

From: Kevin Connolly <info@bikewalkalameda.org>
Sent: Wednesday, February 17, 2016 11:08 AM
To: City Clerk
Cc: info@bikewalkalameda.org
Subject: Please support a safer and more accessible Central Avenue

Please accept the following message from Kevin Connolly. 
 
Dear Mayor and City Council members, 
 
  I want safe and accessible streets for people who walk and bike in my community.  Please vote YES on the Central 
Avenue concept plan. 
 
  I commute by bicycle and use this stretch of Central everyday coming from the Main Street Ferry Terminal and headed 
home to the east end. Due to a lack of bus service at the Ferry for the foreseeable future, bicycling is the best alternative
way to connect to this valuable regional transit facility. Safety improvements such as those proposed for Central will 
make travel for experienced and inexperienced bicyclists alike better. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Kevin Connolly 
 
 
 
kevvvvvvvv@gmail.com 
 
High/Encinal 
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LARA WEISIGER

From: Cyndy Johnsen <info@bikewalkalameda.org>
Sent: Wednesday, February 17, 2016 10:46 AM
To: City Clerk
Cc: info@bikewalkalameda.org
Subject: Please support a safer and more accessible Central Avenue

Please accept the following message from Cyndy Johnsen. 
 
Dear Mayor and City Council members, 
 
  I want safe and accessible streets for people who walk and bike in my community.  Please vote YES on the Central 
Avenue concept plan. 
 
  I won't be able to attend the meeting, but wanted to be sure my support for the Central Avenue concept plan was 
registered. It's not a perfect plan, but it's a great leap in the right direction for our community. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Cyndy Johnsen 
 
510.337.0707 
 
cyndyjohnsen@yahoo.com 
 
9th Street 
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LARA WEISIGER

From: Lance Kincaid <info@bikewalkalameda.org>
Sent: Wednesday, February 17, 2016 10:35 AM
To: City Clerk
Cc: info@bikewalkalameda.org
Subject: Please support a safer and more accessible Central Avenue

Please accept the following message from Lance Kincaid. 
 
Dear Mayor and City Council members, 
 
  I want safe and accessible streets for people who walk and bike in my community.  Please vote YES on the Central 
Avenue concept plan. 
 
  Alameda ranks 8th out of 103 similarly sized California cities for most pedestrian injuries and deaths. 
 
Alameda also ranks 8th out of 103 similarly sized California cities for most bicyclist injuries and deaths. 
 
You can find the data here: 
 
http://www.ots.ca.gov/Media_and_Research/Rankings/default.asp 
 
Is this an acceptable state of affairs to this Mayor and City Council? Your vote on Feb 24 will answer this question 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Lance Kincaid 
 
 
 
lancekincaid@gmail.com 
 
8th and Lincoln 
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LARA WEISIGER

From: Julie-Ann Cesareo <info@bikewalkalameda.org>
Sent: Wednesday, February 17, 2016 10:03 AM
To: City Clerk
Cc: info@bikewalkalameda.org
Subject: Please support a safer and more accessible Central Avenue

Please accept the following message from Julie‐Ann Cesareo. 
 
Dear Mayor and City Council members, 
 
  I want safe and accessible streets for people who walk and bike in my community.  Please vote YES on the Central 
Avenue concept plan. 
 
  I have two daughters who are approaching the ages where they will be able to bike on their own around town to get to 
their after school activities.   
It would give me such peace of mind to know that there are many safe and accessible bike routes for them to take. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Julie‐Ann Cesareo 
 
5108648997 
 
jacesareo@gmail.com 
 
High St. 
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LARA WEISIGER

From: Gail Payne
Sent: Wednesday, February 17, 2016 9:50 AM
To: Julialarsen
Cc: Jennifer Ott; City Clerk
Subject: RE: Central Ave. Plans

Ms. Larsen, 
 
As for the traffic analysis, the recommended concept minimizes motor vehicle delays by keeping four lanes at parts of 
the Eighth and Webster Street intersections to ensure the predominant motor vehicle flows still can occur between 
Eighth and Webster. 
 
As for alternative corridors, Santa Clara Avenue is the closest parallel route.  Santa Clara Avenue would not be 
considered a better alternative because it is narrower, does not have a center turn lane, is a major route for AC Transit, 
is not part of the San Francisco Bay Trail and would not provide a cross island bikeway. 
 
For the majority of the study area, the staff/consultant team recommends a motor vehicle travel lane reduction from 
four lanes to three lanes with bike lanes and a center lane, which is similar to the mid‐section of Broadway and not 
similar to the Shoreline bikeway project.  The Shoreline bikeway project is not as comparable to Central Avenue as the 
Fernside Blvd project.  Shore Line Drive and Westline Drive are significantly narrower streets than Central Avenue at 48 
feet width compared to Central Avenue at 56 feet for much of the study area.  The Shoreline bikeway project reduced 
motor vehicle travel lanes from four to three or two lanes depending on the street section whereas the Central Avenue 
concept recommends only a four to three lane reduction.   
 
Thank you for your correspondence.  Please let me know if you have any further questions.  I am copying the City Clerk 
staff on this email so that they can include it into the official correspondence for this project. 
 
Regards, 
Gail Payne 
 
Gail Payne, Transportation Coordinator 
City of Alameda Community Development Dept 
510‐747‐6892 ‐ gpayne@alamedaca.gov 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Julialarsen [mailto:julialarsen@comcast.net] 
Sent: Tuesday, February 16, 2016 10:09 AM 
To: Gail Payne <GPayne@alamedaca.gov> 
Subject: Central Ave. Plans 
 
Dear Gail, 
 
I am very concerned about the proposal to change traffic flow on Central Ave for several reasons: 
‐ a traffic analysis was done several months ago that clearly described that the proposed changes would have a dramatic 
negative impact on traffic flow over the next several years.  Why is this data being ignored? 
‐ Central is a major artery in Alameda.  It seems inappropriate to encourage bicyclists to use a major artery when there 
are several existing streets that run parallel to Central that already have bike lanes, less traffic, and would likely be much 
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safer.  It would seem much better use of money to educate the public on these existing streets for bicycle traffic, or 
direct them to Shoreline Drive and use the waterfront crab cove paths which are beautiful. 
‐ I would hate to see a repeat of Shoreline drive.  It has become a dangerous drive now due to narrow lanes, nowhere to 
take evasive action, and an eyesore with parked cars obstructing what once was a gorgeous drive. 
 
Thank you, 
Julia Larsen 
Ballena Blvd. 
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LARA WEISIGER

From: Marilyn Schumacher <info@bikewalkalameda.org>
Sent: Wednesday, February 17, 2016 9:27 AM
To: City Clerk
Cc: info@bikewalkalameda.org
Subject: Please support a safer and more accessible Central Avenue

Please accept the following message from Marilyn Schumacher. 
 
Dear Mayor and City Council members, 
 
  I want safe and accessible streets for people who walk and bike in my community.  Please vote YES on the Central 
Avenue concept plan. 
 
  I support the changes on Central Ave, that will make it safer for bike riders and car drivers as well. Change is hard...but 
the research seems to support the changes. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Marilyn Schumacher 
 
5109089021 
 
marilynschu@gmail.com 
 
Clinton and Grand 
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LARA WEISIGER

From: john a piziali <info@bikewalkalameda.org>
Sent: Wednesday, February 17, 2016 8:25 AM
To: City Clerk
Cc: info@bikewalkalameda.org
Subject: Please support a safer and more accessible Central Avenue

Please accept the following message from john a piziali. 
 
Dear Mayor and City Council members, 
 
  I want safe and accessible streets for people who walk and bike in my community.  Please vote YES on the Central 
Avenue concept plan. 
 
  I live in the three hundred block of Taylor Ave.  I can see the intersection of Central and third from my house,  We 
desperately need this project to make Central from Webster to the Point safe for everyone. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
john a piziali 
 
5105227217 
 
jpbullit@comcast.net 
 
3rd & Central 
 



1

LARA WEISIGER

From: Jenna <info@bikewalkalameda.org>
Sent: Tuesday, February 16, 2016 11:12 PM
To: City Clerk
Cc: info@bikewalkalameda.org
Subject: Please support a safer and more accessible Central Avenue

Please accept the following message from Jenna. 
 
Dear Mayor and City Council members, 
 
  I want safe and accessible streets for people who walk and bike in my community.  Please vote YES on the Central 
Avenue concept plan. 
 
  More bike lanes in Alameda please.  LEt's make this town a great place to bike! 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jenna 
 
5106930208 
 
paynejenna@yahoo.com 
 
webster and central 
 



February 16, 2016 
 
From:  Eugene L. McDermott; 590 Kings Road, Alameda, CA. 
 
To: Members of the Alameda City Council 
 Members of the Planning Department 
 
Copy To:  Members of the Board of Directors, Crown Harbor Home Owners Association 
      Gail Payne; City Planning 
 
Dear Members, 
     I am not able to attend the Council Meeting on Feb 24th where they will hear 
presentations on this topic.  However, I do have some concerns with the proposed course 
of action to change the traffic patterns on Main Street and Central Avenue.  My concerns 
fall into the following categories.   
 
Purpose:  The presentation shows a Table of Content that lists "Overview and Purpose" 
as the first section.  However, when you go to that section, there is no semblance of 
"Purpose" of what the project is intended to achieve.  There is no stated goal or purpose.  
The section simply presents the perceived benefits offered by the presented plan.  It's a 
rosy story but doesn't link results to goals.  What did or do we really expect this 
"improvement" to do for us; the residence of Alameda?  It never says. 
 There is no doubt in my mind and I'm sure in yours, that more motorists 
transverse part or all of this route in any given day than pedestrians and bicyclists 
combined.  In fact, I'm sure more vehicles pass by the schools than there are total people 
in all of the schools combined.  I fully understand the need to provide for the safety of 
our children, anywhere in the City, not just in school zones.  Improving the safety of 
those walking on the sidewalks and crosswalks is extremely important.  I think the 
installation of the light at Third Street and multiple high visibility crosswalks will do that.  
However, I'm appalled that of the 7 items listed in the overview, the general "motorist" 
doesn't appear until number six.  Even then, it's to "minimize delay to motorists", not to 
enhance or improve anything for them.  Don't we motorists pay taxes too?  Why would 
anyone think it is more important to provide a continuous bikeway, Bay Trail connections 
or to implement the General and Bike Plan than it is to keep the vehicle traffic flowing on 
a very busy public street? 
 
Cause:  Lacking the presentation of any specific GOAL or NEED in the presentation, as 
one reads through, it appears the prime reason to do this is to get access to the 
CALTRANS and County funding.  It seems the fact that we can get the money is more 
important than what we use it for or why we even need to do anything. 
 The presentation of some statistics would lead a reader to think maybe there is a 
serious safety issue in this particular area.  Having lived in the Crown Harbor Community 
for over 20 years and in the West End for more than 30, I do see some "safety issues".  
However, I'm sure my interpretation of cause greatly differs from that of the presenters. 
 The data shows 2/3 of the pedestrian injuries between 2004 and 2013 occurred at 
6th, Webster and 8th Streets.  However, since 2013, the City has changed (I'll say 



improved) the pedestrian crossing pattern at Webster and 8th.  How have these 
improvements changed the data?  What are the statistics for the last 3 years?  With the 
already implemented changes, have we already resolved 66% of this problem?  The 
proposed high visibility crossing at 6th will further improve this situation. Maybe we're 
trying to solve a problem that no longer exists.  The data doesn't tell us. 
 The data also shows a full 33%; 7 of 22 bicycle injuries occurred at Encinal High 
School; 5 of 7 occur during "Pick-Up and Drop Off" times.  That, in itself, tells us 
something.  However, the new traffic light at Third Street should help resolve this, right?  
Sure it will, as long as the bicyclists choose to abide by the traffic regulations and WALK 
their bikes through the intersection in the crosswalks.  What are the chances of that?  In 
my opinion, until you get the bicycling community to recognize and abide by the 
standard rules of the road - like stopping at red lights and stop signs, driving on the right 
hand side of the road and, if they're on the sidewalk like pedestrians, walking their 
bicycles through intersections, you're not going to solve this problem.  Instead of holding 
the offending parties responsible for their actions, we seem to be making it the motorists 
problem (#6 of 7 on the list) that the bicyclists, skateboarders and roller skaters who 
motivate in the traffic lane choose NOT to abide by the traffic laws.  As I said earlier, 
MY interpretation of the cause of the safety issue seems to differ from that of the 
Contractor, the Planning Committee and quite possibly the Council. 
 
Outreach:  All of the results presented are based on less than 130 responses.  How many 
family units or apartments are located along the proposed area?  How many of these were 
surveyed?  How many outreach questionnaires were sent out and who, or what 
demographic were asked for response? 
 There are 76 family units in Crown Harbor and as far as I can tell, none of these 
were asked or surveyed.  Do we not have the right to respond? 
 I fully agree with the current allegation that the contractor and Planning 
Department did not properly and thoroughly conduct the required research and outreach 
to the community. 
 
 Before making this seemingly pre-determined decision, I challenge you to do 
three things: 
 First, go park your car in the Main Street Ferry Terminal until the 5:20 PM ferry 
arrives; about 5:40.  Wait a few minutes, until the riders have a chance to disembark and 
then make the drive up Main to Central and up through Sherman.  While doing this, take 
particular note of both the traffic pattern and the behavior of the bicyclists.  Count how 
many misdemeanor traffic violations you see.  I will warn you, be especially careful of 
the bicyclists who cut out of the traffic lane to the sidewalk at the last driveway break 
before an intersection, blow through the stop sign by riding in the crosswalk and then 
darting back out into traffic at the next driveway.  Watching the spastic, unpredictable 
antics of these cyclists, it's not surprising they suffer the high rate of injuries. 
 Second, come to Crown Drive and park in the City defined Shore side Access 
Parking area.  Again, wait until about 5:50 PM, when the traffic from the 5:20 ferry peaks 
on Central.  Then, try to enter the traffic lane; better still, try to make a left turn.  Notice, 
while waiting back off of the sidewalk looking left, the line of sight to the eastbound 
traffic is severely limited by the parked vehicles.  As you inch your way out, you'll notice 



that by the time you can see the traffic bolting off of the 5th Street stop sign, you're 
already into one lane of traffic.  Now, if you can't see the motor vehicle traffic, how easy 
will it to be to see the bicyclists screaming up the newly proposed bicycle lane.  I see 
nothing in the current proposal that addresses, or improves this issue.  As much as it 
saddens me to say so, at least if the bicyclists are on the sidewalk, you can see them.  By 
the way, if and when you implement these bicycle lanes, will you ban bicycle riding on 
the sidewalks?  If you're taking traffic lanes away from the motorists to provide for the 
bicyclists, why would you not require them to use their 'special' lane? 
 Third, do an experiment; a trial.  Pick a typical afternoon/evening and block one 
lane in each direction for the proposed route.  Then, with all traffic squeezed into one 
lane each way, measure the time duration between the vehicles as they pass between 
intersections, say between 5th and 6th at the peak of rush hour.  This would indicate the 
window of opportunity for the many residents of the single and multi-family complexes 
to enter or cross the traffic lane.  Is this time really sufficient, or are you condemning 
these residents to staying in their homes during rush hours?   
 
Here's the bottom line, folks.  This proposal appears to be a self-serving money grab 
intended to gain access to county and state funding by recommending a plan known to 
have their support, regardless of the affect on the City or it's residents.  The proposal, 
under the guise of the safety of our children, appears to significantly benefit the bicycling 
community at the total expense of the thousands of motorists that use this particular 
route.  The presentation shows the contractor hired to do the study regurgitated the 
desires of the planners, threw some old data together in an attempt to justify the desired 
solution and will walk away with a large sum of our City taxpayers money that they did 
absolutely nothing to earn. 
 
We, the people of Alameda, elected you to the City Council positions to protect and 
support the best interest of the whole of the community, not the special interest groups.   
We fully expect you to do so. 
 
As the Alameda City Council, please deny acceptance of this plan and send the Planning 
Board and the contractor back to the drawing board.  Set specific and appropriate goals 
and objectives for the project.  Direct them to research the issues, do their homework 
thoroughly and in great detail, use recent and pertinent data, develop a detailed and 
original solutions to address the specific goals and then, and only then, come back to the 
Board and Council with their proposal.  Do what's best for the entire community.  If it 
doesn't qualify for the State and County funding, so be it.   
 
Thank you for your continued dedication to the residents of Alameda and for taking my 
thoughts into your consideration. 
 
Eugene L. McDermott 
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LARA WEISIGER

From: Edmund Ma <info@bikewalkalameda.org>
Sent: Tuesday, February 16, 2016 8:44 PM
To: City Clerk
Cc: info@bikewalkalameda.org
Subject: Please support a safer and more accessible Central Avenue

Please accept the following message from Edmund Ma. 
 
Dear Mayor and City Council members, 
 
  I want safe and accessible streets for people who walk and bike in my community.  Please vote YES on the Central 
Avenue concept plan. 
 
  My daughter will be biking to Encinal High School starting this September.  It will be great to make us as safe as we can 
be. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Edmund Ma 
 
5107698869 
 
edmundlma@gmail.com 
 
Pacific and Paru 
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LARA WEISIGER

From: Bruce Kibby <info@bikewalkalameda.org>
Sent: Tuesday, February 16, 2016 5:06 PM
To: City Clerk
Cc: info@bikewalkalameda.org
Subject: Please support a safer and more accessible Central Avenue

Please accept the following message from Bruce Kibby. 
 
Dear Mayor and City Council members, 
 
  I want safe and accessible streets for people who walk and bike in my community.  Please vote YES on the Central 
Avenue concept plan. 
 
  As a bicyclist, I strongly support the Central Avenue Complete Streets plan. 
 
However, I think its essential benefit is student and pedestrian safety.    
Please adopt this plan. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Bruce Kibby 
 
748‐0712 
 
wulf9@mac.com 
 
Santa Clara & Cottage 
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LARA WEISIGER

From: Nicole Cavanaugh <info@bikewalkalameda.org>
Sent: Tuesday, February 16, 2016 4:54 PM
To: City Clerk
Cc: info@bikewalkalameda.org
Subject: Please support a safer and more accessible Central Avenue

Please accept the following message from Nicole Cavanaugh. 
 
Dear Mayor and City Council members, 
 
  I want safe and accessible streets for people who walk and bike in my community.  Please vote YES on the Central 
Avenue concept plan. 
 
 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Nicole Cavanaugh 
 
 
 
nicole.cav2@gmail.com 
 
Central & Fernside 
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LARA WEISIGER

From: Julie Robbins Kim <info@bikewalkalameda.org>
Sent: Tuesday, February 16, 2016 4:05 PM
To: City Clerk
Cc: info@bikewalkalameda.org
Subject: Please support a safer and more accessible Central Avenue

Please accept the following message from Julie Robbins Kim. 
 
Dear Mayor and City Council members, 
 
  I want safe and accessible streets for people who walk and bike in my community.  Please vote YES on the Central 
Avenue concept plan. 
 
  Thank you for considering this request. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Julie Robbins Kim 
 
415‐373‐8598 
 
Julierobbins7@yahoo.com 
 
Central and Chestnut 
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LARA WEISIGER

From: Nicole Loeffler-Siu <info@bikewalkalameda.org>
Sent: Tuesday, February 16, 2016 3:57 PM
To: City Clerk
Cc: info@bikewalkalameda.org
Subject: Please support a safer and more accessible Central Avenue

Please accept the following message from Nicole Loeffler‐Siu. 
 
Dear Mayor and City Council members, 
 
  I want safe and accessible streets for people who walk and bike in my community.  Please vote YES on the Central 
Avenue concept plan. 
 
  We live on the east end and bike daily. I always worry a little because even though there are a number of cyclists in the 
city, we don't have dedicated bike blvds like Berkeley and Oakland do which makes biking much safer. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Nicole Loeffler‐Siu 
 
3096069472 
 
nicole.loeffler@gmail.com 
 
eastshore/fernside 
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LARA WEISIGER

From: Ann Naffziger <info@bikewalkalameda.org>
Sent: Tuesday, February 16, 2016 3:46 PM
To: City Clerk
Cc: info@bikewalkalameda.org
Subject: Please support a safer and more accessible Central Avenue

Please accept the following message from Ann Naffziger. 
 
Dear Mayor and City Council members, 
 
  I want safe and accessible streets for people who walk and bike in my community.  Please vote YES on the Central 
Avenue concept plan. 
 
  I bike daily throughout Alameda with my two school‐aged daughters as we try to "spare the air" every day that we can. 
My girls often notice and point out all the bikers they see and applaud them for being on bikes or on foot instead of in 
cars. We would love to have more safe, accessible streets in our town so that biking and walking can become more of 
the norm when going places in our great town. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ann Naffziger 
 
5105218011 
 
ann@paulandann.org 
 
Versailles Ave/Encinal Ave. 
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LARA WEISIGER

From: AUDREY LORD-HAUSMAN <info@bikewalkalameda.org>
Sent: Tuesday, February 16, 2016 3:28 PM
To: City Clerk
Cc: info@bikewalkalameda.org
Subject: Please support a safer and more accessible Central Avenue

Please accept the following message from AUDREY LORD‐HAUSMAN. 
 
Dear Mayor and City Council members, 
 
  I want safe and accessible streets for people who walk and bike in my community.  Please vote YES on the Central 
Avenue concept plan. 
 
  Central Ave is currently difficult to cross, particularly as a pedestrian.  It can be a very busy vehicle thoroughfare and it 
is scary for kids walking or bicycling to/from school.  I support thoughtful redesign to ensure a more accessible and safe 
avenue of travel for all. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
AUDREY LORD‐HAUSMAN 
 
5105224651 
 
alordhausman@att.net 
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LARA WEISIGER

From: Chad thompson <info@bikewalkalameda.org>
Sent: Tuesday, February 16, 2016 3:28 PM
To: City Clerk
Cc: info@bikewalkalameda.org
Subject: Please support a safer and more accessible Central Avenue

Please accept the following message from Chad thompson. 
 
Dear Mayor and City Council members, 
 
  I want safe and accessible streets for people who walk and bike in my community.  Please vote YES on the Central 
Avenue concept plan. 
 
  As a husband and father of two small children we would love safer streets to bike and walk more of alameda! 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Chad thompson 
 
415‐240‐9822 
 
Chadchadchad@hotmail.com 
 
Morton / Lincoln 
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LARA WEISIGER

From: Juli Goldstein <info@bikewalkalameda.org>
Sent: Tuesday, February 16, 2016 3:01 PM
To: City Clerk
Cc: info@bikewalkalameda.org
Subject: Please support a safer and more accessible Central Avenue

Please accept the following message from Juli Goldstein . 
 
Dear Mayor and City Council members, 
 
  I want safe and accessible streets for people who walk and bike in my community.  Please vote YES on the Central 
Avenue concept plan. 
 
  We have a family of small children and would like them to be able to get healthy physical activity while being safe. This 
would be HUGE for the family and community. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Juli Goldstein 
 
510‐599‐6502 
 
Juli.Goldstein@gmail.com 
 
Powell and Laurel 
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LARA WEISIGER

From: Jeff Thomas <info@bikewalkalameda.org>
Sent: Tuesday, February 16, 2016 1:57 PM
To: City Clerk
Cc: info@bikewalkalameda.org
Subject: Please support a safer and more accessible Central Avenue

Please accept the following message from Jeff Thomas. 
 
Dear Mayor and City Council members, 
 
  I want safe and accessible streets for people who walk and bike in my community.  Please vote YES on the Central 
Avenue concept plan. 
 
  I'm very pleased to hear that all of the communities hard work in this matter is coming to fruition and I urge you to 
continue your support for safe accessible bike lanes across the island. Please approve this milestone project. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jeff Thomas 
 
5106462145 
 
hobbydreamer@gmail.com 
 
Oak Street and Clinton Avenue 
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LARA WEISIGER

From: Ada & Bruce King <info@bikewalkalameda.org>
Sent: Tuesday, February 16, 2016 1:32 PM
To: City Clerk
Cc: info@bikewalkalameda.org
Subject: Please support a safer and more accessible Central Avenue

Please accept the following message from Ada & Bruce King. 
 
Dear Mayor and City Council members, 
 
  I want safe and accessible streets for people who walk and bike in my community.  Please vote YES on the Central 
Avenue concept plan. 
 
  We have been living at 3273 Central Ave. for 24 years, and have always felt that Central Ave., especially the 3200 block 
to be narrow and dangerous for drivers and cyclists.  It's used as a crossover by cars to get from High to Fernside (to Bay 
Farm) and back. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ada & Bruce King 
 
5105230209 
 
adaking88@sbcglobal.net 
 
Central at Fernside 
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LARA WEISIGER

From: Kate Pryor <info@bikewalkalameda.org>
Sent: Tuesday, February 16, 2016 1:03 PM
To: City Clerk
Cc: info@bikewalkalameda.org
Subject: Please support a safer and more accessible Central Avenue

Please accept the following message from Kate Pryor. 
 
Dear Mayor and City Council members, 
 
  I want safe and accessible streets for people who walk and bike in my community.  Please vote YES on the Central 
Avenue concept plan. 
 
  This is a very important project for the safety of Alamedans of all ages.    
Please support it. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Kate Pryor 
 
 
 
kate@tuckersicecream.com 
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LARA WEISIGER

From: Nancy Balassi <info@bikewalkalameda.org>
Sent: Tuesday, February 16, 2016 12:51 PM
To: City Clerk
Cc: info@bikewalkalameda.org
Subject: Please support a safer and more accessible Central Avenue

Please accept the following message from Nancy Balassi. 
 
Dear Mayor and City Council members, 
 
  I want safe and accessible streets for people who walk and bike in my community.  Please vote YES on the Central 
Avenue concept plan. 
 
 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Nancy Balassi 
 
 
 
nbalassi@aol.com 
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LARA WEISIGER

From: Mason Curry <info@bikewalkalameda.org>
Sent: Tuesday, February 16, 2016 12:38 PM
To: City Clerk
Cc: info@bikewalkalameda.org
Subject: Please support a safer and more accessible Central Avenue

Please accept the following message from Mason Curry. 
 
Dear Mayor and City Council members, 
 
  I want safe and accessible streets for people who walk and bike in my community.  Please vote YES on the Central 
Avenue concept plan. 
 
  One of the main reasons I moved to Alameda is for a great place to ride bikes with my kids, currently 5 and 2 years old.  
When I was growing up, I rode my bike to school and out to a restaurant for the first time when I was just 8 years old, 
and I want Alameda to be that kind of place for my kids. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mason Curry 
 
650‐799‐4667 
 
mason1@gmail.com 
 
Laurel St at Powell St 
 



1

LARA WEISIGER

From: Neil Gilfedder <info@bikewalkalameda.org>
Sent: Tuesday, February 16, 2016 11:20 AM
To: City Clerk
Cc: info@bikewalkalameda.org
Subject: Please support a safer and more accessible Central Avenue

Please accept the following message from Neil Gilfedder. 
 
Dear Mayor and City Council members, 
 
  I want safe and accessible streets for people who walk and bike in my community.  Please vote YES on the Central 
Avenue concept plan. 
 
  I rode this stretch of Central, to get from Shoreline to Webster, yesterday, and it's rather scary on a bike.  Cars came 
very close indeed, and seemed annoyed that a bike was in their way.  Please approve this and make Alameda a less car‐
centric city. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Neil Gilfedder 
 
5104991971 
 
ngilfedder@yahoo.com 
 
BV and Lafayette 
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LARA WEISIGER

From: Gail Payne
Sent: Tuesday, February 16, 2016 10:27 AM
To: hayward teacher
Cc: City Clerk; Jennifer Ott
Subject: RE: central ave, etc.

Dear D Sarver, 
 
Thank you for your input.  The center lane proposed in the Central Avenue study area is only meant to be a two‐way left‐
turn lane, not a through motor vehicle travel lane.  About San Jose/Park, the city has not received any plan for that 
property. 
 
I am copying the city clerk staff so they can add your comment to the official correspondence for the Central Avenue 
concept.  
 
Thank you. 
 
Regards, 
Gail Payne 
 
Gail Payne, Transportation Coordinator 
City of Alameda Community Development Dept 
510‐747‐6892 ‐ gpayne@alamedaca.gov 
 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: hayward teacher [mailto:haywardteacher@hotmail.com]  
Sent: Saturday, February 13, 2016 4:52 PM 
To: Gail Payne <GPayne@alamedaca.gov> 
Subject: central ave, etc. 
 
Re: Central. Three lane roads only work if the center lane is not used as a traffic lane, which is what people are doing on 
Broadway. It's only a matter of time before someone gets killed. There need to be more traffic controls at crossings too.
 
What's the plan for San Jose and Park now that Big O is moving too? The Party store is covered with Graffiti.  
 
d sarver 
Sent from my iPad 













































www.bikewalkalameda.org

(510)595-4690 

 PO BOX 2732 

ALAMEDA, CA 94501

February 15, 2016

Alameda City Council

RE: Central Avenue Complete Street plan

Dear Mayor and City Council members,

I am writing to urge you to approve the Central Avenue Complete Street plan before you on 
February 24. Bike Walk Alameda supports this common-sense conceptual plan, which 
provides a critical piece of a much-needed Island-wide network of bicycle and pedestrian paths 
and makes Central Avenue safer for people who walk and bike. 

In voting to approve the Central Avenue Complete Street plan, you would be advancing an 
important city policy: The plan has listed pedestrian and bicycle improvements to Central 
Avenue as a high-priority project since 1999. 

Over the past several years, the Alameda Unified School District has put in place a network of 
choice schools that has seen students who once attended neighborhood-serving schools 
traveling all over the Island. Approving this plan would provide a safe place for some 4,500 
schoolchildren – many of whom now face a forbidding walk or bike commute – to travel to 
and from school each day.

Separating people who walk, bike and drive on Central Avenue – and reducing the number of 
car travel lanes on portions of Central to two one-way lanes and a center turn lane – will 
reduce car speeds to the Island limit and reduce the number of collisions. It will ease access 
for everyone by giving people using all modes of transit a safe space to get where they’re 
going.

The changes are similar to ones already made on Alameda’s East End – changes that have 
increased the number of people who use East End streets to walk and bike, without causing 
traffic gridlock.

In addition to giving West End residents who walk and bike the same access to the road as 
their East End neighbors, the fixes are good for business: Studies show that people who walk 
and bike spend more money than those who drive. These improvements will also provide 
critical access to Webster Street for new West End residents who are expected to eschew cars 
in favor of other modes of travel.

The proposal also has widespread support: The Transportation Commission recommended it 
with a unanimous vote after a list of groups and agencies, including Bike Walk Alameda, the 
Alameda Unified School District, Caltrans and the San Francisco Bay Trail gave it the thumb’s 

https://bikeeastbay.org/people-mean-business
http://www.bikealameda.org


up, along with hundreds of Alameda residents who have written you to urge you to vote yes. 
The Alameda Police Department has said it has no problem with this plan.

Nearly 60 percent of the Alamedans who participated in a recent city-sponsored poll said they 
believe building more bike lanes on the Island is at least somewhat important, while an 
overwhelming majority – 86 percent – said they want Alameda’s streets to be safer for people 
who walk and bike.

Thank you for your consideration of these critically important safety and accessibility 
improvements. We are hopeful you will move them forward by voting yes on February 24.

Sincerely,

Board of Directors
Bike Walk Alameda
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LARA WEISIGER

From: Gail Payne
Sent: Tuesday, February 16, 2016 9:05 AM
To: Sacnala@aol.com
Cc: City Clerk
Subject: RE: Central Avenue Changes

Ms. Cunningham, 
 
Thank you for your correspondence.  I am copying the city clerk staff so they can add it to the official correspondence. 
 
Regards, 
Gail Payne 
 
 

Gail Payne, Transportation Coordinator 
City of Alameda Community Development Dept 
510‐747‐6892 ‐ gpayne@alamedaca.gov 
 

From: Sacnala@aol.com [mailto:Sacnala@aol.com]  
Sent: Friday, February 12, 2016 2:04 PM 
To: Gail Payne <GPayne@alamedaca.gov> 
Subject: Central Avenue Changes 

 
Hello, 
  
I am a long-time Alameda resident. I've reviewed the drawings showing the changes to Central Avenue and know 
there are several options being proposed.   
  
Whatever you do to Central Avenue, please do not repeat the mistakes made on Shoreline Drive, most specifically 
adding a two-way bike lane at the curb with parked cars acting as a buffer between the bike lane and two-way 
traffic. I am very concerned that whenever I drive that street that it is no longer safe for motorists, or for that matter 
pedestrians who dart out between the parked cars and bicyclists who do the same. The street is now very narrow 
and with cars parked so close to the traffic lane-- I think it is just a matter of time until someone exiting their car on 
the driver's side will be hit by a passing car.  
  
I'm OK with the roadway solution on Fernside. It is a very busy street and I think the parking lane, bike lanes on 
either side of the street, two-way traffic with a center turn lane works out well for everyone.   
  
Best regards, 
Sylvia Cunningham 
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LARA WEISIGER

From: Suzanne Allison <info@bikewalkalameda.org>
Sent: Monday, February 15, 2016 4:41 PM
To: City Clerk
Cc: info@bikewalkalameda.org
Subject: Please support a safer and more accessible Central Avenue

Please accept the following message from Suzanne Allison. 
 
Dear Mayor and City Council members, 
 
  I want safe and accessible streets for people who walk and bike in my community.  Please vote YES on the Central 
Avenue concept plan. 
 
  We all know that Alamedans need to get out and walk, cycle or use publlic transit for both healthier bodies and a 
healthier planet; however, with the threat that speeding, distracted and intoxicated drivers pose we also need to 
increase the safety of pedestrians and cyclists. 
 
My family commuted for six years on the Bay Trail from Crown Beach to Central Avenue in order to get our children to 
school at their west end charter schools. Creating a continuum for the Bay trail where it ends at Central will make 
commuting by foot and bike through that area vastly safer for peope of all ages but especially for so many children and 
families who are commuting to school. 
 
An extended bicycle facility will also make.that route easier for drivers to share the road with pedestrians and cyclists‐‐a 
win for everyone. 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Suzanne Allison 
 
4154252846 
 
suzanne_allison@hotmail.com 
 
Shoreline/Grand 
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LARA WEISIGER

From: Josephine Weisner <info@bikewalkalameda.org>
Sent: Monday, February 15, 2016 3:42 PM
To: City Clerk
Cc: info@bikewalkalameda.org
Subject: Please support a safer and more accessible Central Avenue

Please accept the following message from Josephine Weisner. 
 
Dear Mayor and City Council members, 
 
  I want safe and accessible streets for people who walk and bike in my community.  Please vote YES on the Central 
Avenue concept plan. 
 
 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Josephine Weisner 
 
 
 
josiweisner@yahoo.com 
 
Paru St. 
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LARA WEISIGER

From: Derek Hajny <info@bikewalkalameda.org>
Sent: Monday, February 15, 2016 2:22 PM
To: City Clerk
Cc: info@bikewalkalameda.org
Subject: Please support a safer and more accessible Central Avenue

Please accept the following message from Derek Hajny. 
 
Dear Mayor and City Council members, 
 
  I want safe and accessible streets for people who walk and bike in my community.  Please vote YES on the Central 
Avenue concept plan. 
 
 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Derek Hajny 
 
 
 
872 Walnut St. 
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LARA WEISIGER

From: Elizabeth Alexander <info@bikewalkalameda.org>
Sent: Saturday, February 13, 2016 4:39 PM
To: City Clerk
Cc: info@bikewalkalameda.org
Subject: Please support a safer and more accessible Central Avenue

Please accept the following message from Elizabeth Alexander. 
 
Dear Mayor and City Council members, 
 
  I want safe and accessible streets for people who walk and bike in my community.  Please vote YES on the Central 
Avenue concept plan. 
 
 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Elizabeth Alexander 
 
5109182285 
 
lizbythebay@gmail.com 
 
Bridgeview Isle & Peach St. 
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LARA WEISIGER

From: Elizabeth Uyehara <info@bikewalkalameda.org>
Sent: Thursday, February 11, 2016 6:55 PM
To: City Clerk
Cc: info@bikewalkalameda.org
Subject: Please support a safer and more accessible Central Avenue

Please accept the following message from Elizabeth Uyehara. 
 
Dear Mayor and City Council members, 
 
  I want safe and accessible streets for people who walk and bike in my community.  Please vote YES on the Central 
Avenue concept plan. 
 
  It would be wonderful if the bike lane on Central would continue all the way to the West End.  It's so frustrating that 
the bike lane ends.  The lane continuing all the way to the other end of the island would make cycling across the island a 
much more viable option. 
 
Thanks 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Elizabeth Uyehara 
 
5102276439 
 
lizuyehara@att.net 
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LARA WEISIGER

From: Bike Walk Alameda <info@bikewalkalameda.org>
Sent: Thursday, February 11, 2016 4:39 PM
To: Tony Daysog; Frank Matarrese; LARA WEISIGER; Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft; Jim Oddie; Trish 

Spencer
Subject: Please support a safer and more accessible Central Avenue

Please accept the following message from Eve Abrahams Shutt received on February 9, 2016. 
 
Dear Mayor and City Council members, 
 
I want safe and accessible streets for people who walk and bike in my community.  Please vote YES on the Central 
Avenue concept plan. 
 
Please approve the bikeways on the East and West Ends of Alameda.  Our family rides bicycles in Alameda whenever 
possible to limit car use.  Our son attends both Encinal and ACLC High Schools and rides his bike along Central 5 
days/week.  2 nights ago I saw 3 bicycles in car lanes, waiting for the light to change at 8th and Central.  It was dark and 
there were countless cars around.  A bicycle ‐friendly Alameda would make it safer for everyone and promote it as a 
family‐friendly and safe place to live.  PLEASE approve this project.  Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Eve Abrahams Shutt 
 
510‐501‐6231 
 
openshutt@icloud.com 
 
Weber and Central 
 
 



1

LARA WEISIGER

From: Bike Walk Alameda <info@bikewalkalameda.org>
Sent: Thursday, February 11, 2016 4:39 PM
To: Tony Daysog; Frank Matarrese; LARA WEISIGER; Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft; Jim Oddie; Trish 

Spencer
Subject: Please support a safer and more accessible Central Avenue

Please accept the following message from Lindsay Kemp received on February 9, 2016. 
 
Dear Mayor and City Council members, 
 
I want safe and accessible streets for people who walk and bike in my community.  Please vote YES on the Central 
Avenue concept plan. 
 
 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Lindsay Kemp 
 
2064374183 
 
lindsayakemp@gmail.com 
 
Bay and San Antonio 
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From: Bike Walk Alameda <info@bikewalkalameda.org>
Sent: Thursday, February 11, 2016 4:38 PM
To: Tony Daysog; Frank Matarrese; LARA WEISIGER; Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft; Jim Oddie; Trish 

Spencer
Subject: Please support a safer and more accessible Central Avenue

Please accept the following message from Heather Cunningham received on February 9, 2016. 
 
Dear Mayor and City Council members, 
 
I want safe and accessible streets for people who walk and bike in my community.  Please vote YES on the Central 
Avenue concept plan. 
 
 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Heather Cunningham 
 
510‐295‐9456 
 
heatheremily12@yahoo.com 
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LARA WEISIGER

From: Bike Walk Alameda <info@bikewalkalameda.org>
Sent: Thursday, February 11, 2016 4:38 PM
To: Tony Daysog; Frank Matarrese; LARA WEISIGER; Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft; Jim Oddie; Trish 

Spencer
Subject: Please support a safer and more accessible Central Avenue

Please accept the following message from david pepper received on February 9, 2016. 
 
Dear Mayor and City Council members, 
 
I want safe and accessible streets for people who walk and bike in my community.  Please vote YES on the Central 
Avenue concept plan. 
 
My daughter lives just of Central (on Haight), and having a safe route for bicycles in this area would be a great addition 
to the expanding Bike Safe Alameda.  Thanks for considering it. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
david pepper 
 
 
 
theairdoctor@gmail.com 
 
Haight/Webster 
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LARA WEISIGER

From: Bike Walk Alameda <info@bikewalkalameda.org>
Sent: Thursday, February 11, 2016 4:38 PM
To: Tony Daysog; Frank Matarrese; LARA WEISIGER; Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft; Jim Oddie; Trish 

Spencer
Subject: Please support a safer and more accessible Central Avenue

Please accept the following message from Alex Cortez received on February 9, 2016. 
 
Dear Mayor and City Council members, 
 
I want safe and accessible streets for people who walk and bike in my community.  Please vote YES on the Central 
Avenue concept plan. 
 
 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Alex Cortez 
 
510‐205‐3708 
 
stripes@gmail.com 
 
Park & Clement 
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LARA WEISIGER

From: Bike Walk Alameda <info@bikewalkalameda.org>
Sent: Thursday, February 11, 2016 4:37 PM
To: Tony Daysog; Frank Matarrese; LARA WEISIGER; Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft; Jim Oddie; Trish 

Spencer
Subject: Please support a safer and more accessible Central Avenue

Please accept the following message from David Esposito received on February 6, 2016. 
 
Dear Mayor and City Council members, 
 
I want safe and accessible streets for people who walk and bike in my community.  Please vote YES on the Central 
Avenue concept plan. 
 
I commute east along Central in the evening and would welcome a safer way to do that. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
David Esposito 
 
510‐629‐4847 
 
winkcom@gmail.com 
 
Island Dr. and Fir. 
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LARA WEISIGER

From: Bike Walk Alameda <info@bikewalkalameda.org>
Sent: Thursday, February 11, 2016 4:37 PM
To: Tony Daysog; Frank Matarrese; LARA WEISIGER; Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft; Jim Oddie; Trish 

Spencer
Subject: Please support a safer and more accessible Central Avenue

Please accept the following message from Jack Mingo received on February 6, 2016. 
 
Dear Mayor and City Council members, 
 
I want safe and accessible streets for people who walk and bike in my community.  Please vote YES on the Central 
Avenue concept plan. 
 
Safety for all! Slower, narrower streets are safer for drivers as well as bikers, walkers and runners. Not to exclude wildlife 
and pets. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jack Mingo 
 
 
 
jack.mingo@comcast.net 
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LARA WEISIGER

From: Bike Walk Alameda <info@bikewalkalameda.org>
Sent: Thursday, February 11, 2016 4:36 PM
To: Tony Daysog; Frank Matarrese; LARA WEISIGER; Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft; Jim Oddie; Trish 

Spencer
Subject: Please support a safer and more accessible Central Avenue

Please accept the following message from Nuriye N Karacaylak received on February 6, 2016. 
 
Dear Mayor and City Council members, 
 
I want safe and accessible streets for people who walk and bike in my community.  Please vote YES on the Central 
Avenue concept plan. 
 
 I am 60 years old and my only way of commuting is my bike. I do not have a car and do not feel the need of having a car 
in Alameda, since I work and live here on the west end of Central Avenue. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Nuriye N Karacaylak 
 
 
 
nkaracaylak@hotmail.com 
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LARA WEISIGER

From: Gail Payne
Sent: Thursday, February 11, 2016 4:35 PM
To: LARA WEISIGER
Cc: Jennifer Ott
Subject: FW: Central Ave. bicycle support

Lara, 
 
Please see below for another email to add to your correspondence PDF. 
 
Thank you for all your work on this one! 
 
Regards, 
Gail Payne 
 
Gail Payne, Transportation Coordinator 
City of Alameda Community Development Dept 
510‐747‐6892 ‐ gpayne@alamedaca.gov 
 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: Daniel Hoy [mailto:dhoyaia@earthlink.net]  
Sent: Thursday, February 11, 2016 2:59 PM 
To: Trish Spencer <TSpencer@alamedaca.gov>; Frank Matarrese <FMatarrese@alamedaca.gov>; Tony Daysog 
<TDaysog@alamedaca.gov>; Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft <MEzzyAshcraft@alamedaca.gov>; Jim Oddie 
<JOddie@alamedaca.gov> 
Subject: Central Ave. bicycle support 
 
Mayor Spencer and members of the City Council, I would like to encourage you to support the bike lane proposal at the 
Feb 24th meeting. My family has been in the West End for 20 years and my place of business has been in the West End 
for 10 years. The dynamic and need of the West End has been changing, and will continue to change.  
Bikes are becoming a more popular, desirable and necessary, mode of transit. There is enough evidence to suggest that 
reduced speeds, with bike friendly corridors through a district, provide a better residential and business environment. I 
believe this is the future of the district, and Alameda in general, and my family and I support that future. 
 
Also, the character of the West End has been long associated with a transitory reputation, when in fact businesses and 
residents have been in place for years and decades. The addition of bike lanes would help establish an additional layer of 
welcoming and permanency to the West End that is needed. 
 
In addition, the redevelopment proposal for Alameda Point has substantial amenities for a bike friendly environment. 
The Central Avenue bike lane plan will help new residents and businesses of Alameda Point navigate safely through the 
West End as they travel from the Alameda Point development to other City of Alameda locations. 
 
I hope you will support the proposal and help bring the West End closer to a safer, richer future. 
 
Please feel free to contact me with any questions or if I can provide further information. 
Best regards, 
Daniel 
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‐‐  
 
Daniel Hoy, AIA 
Architect 
Architecture + Project Management 
1551 Webster Street Suite B1 
Alameda California 94501 
T 510.520.6528 
F 510.864.1183 
DanielHoyArch.com 
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February 5, 2016 

Council Members 

Alameda City Council  

City of Alameda 

2263 Santa Clara Avenue 

Alameda, California 94501 

 

Re: City Council meeting on 2/24/16 

Agenda item: Central Avenue Complete Street Project 

 

Dear Council Member: 

 

The board of directors of the Alameda Chamber of Commerce would like to submit 

written comments for the Central Avenue Complete Street Project, which is an 

agenda item at your City Council meeting on 2/24/16. 

 

We would like to state the following facts on which we are basing our position: 

 

 Webster Street is an arterial road for motorists driving in an out of Alameda 

through the tubes. It has also become an important road for residents of West 

Alameda to access the new Alameda Landing shopping center. 

 Central Avenue is an arterial road connecting Alameda’s motorists from and to 

Alameda’s East and West sides. 

 Webster Street (including commercial parcels and businesses on side streets such 

as on Central Ave.) is a commercial district with businesses that depend on 

motorists from Alameda as well as surrounding cities who shop, dine and visit on a 

regular basis. 

 The businesses in the Webster Street business district, including those on Central 

Avenue, need parking and access for business owners, visitors, commercial delivery 

vehicles as well as emergency vehicles on a daily basis. 

 Lane reductions on any streets intersecting with Webster Street will create a slow 

down for motorists passing through the district and discourage them from driving 

through the district. 

 Businesses and property owners in the Webster Street business district will be 

negatively impacted as a result of less motorists (shoppers, diners & visitors) 

passing through the district. 

 Santa Clara Avenue, intersecting Webster Street, currently services bicyclists 

visiting the Webster Street Business district. 

 The proposed elimination of one west bound lane on Central Ave. will make in 

unsafe for motorists, pedestrians and bicyclists to travel through the 

Central/Webster intersection. 
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We feel that any effort to increase visitors riding bikes to our district, at the expense of those driving 

cars, will reduce the total number of visitors to our district and negatively impact our property owners 

and businesses. Bicyclists can always use Santa Clara Ave. to visit our business district. 

At the WABA board meeting on 10/21/15, Gail Payne from the city’s Public Works department stated 

that the concept being presented did not include any lane reductions for motorists traveling in either 

direction on Central Avenue, from Eight Street to 200 feet west of Webster Street. 

However, the proposed concept in the staff report, which was presented to the Transportation 

Commission at their meeting on 11/18/15, included the reduction of one west bound lane on Central 

Avenue near Page Street and also starting the intersection at Webster Street. 

 

The lane reductions on Central Avenue beginning at Eight Street and past Webster Street, as proposed 

in the staff report, will have a negative impact on the traffic flow to and from the Webster Street 

business district and make is unsafe for motorists, pedestrians and bicyclists to travel along Central 

Avenue. We are therefore stating our opposition to the concept as being presented by city staff at 

your meeting on 2/24/16 and we urge you to vote against this proposal. 

 

Sincerely, 

Board of Directors 

Board of Directors 

Alameda Chamber of Commerce 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alameda Chamber of Commerce 
Post Office Box 1530  Alameda, California 94501 
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Phone: (510) 522-0414  

 



 
 

 

Greater Alameda Business Association 
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Director 
 

 
 

February 8, 2016 
 
Dear Councilmember, 
 

The Board of Directors of the Greater Alameda Business Association shares with 
many the growing concern over increased traffic congestion in Alameda, as well as 
the wish to reduce the consumption of fossil fuels and solo automobile use. 

That said, GABA is strongly opposed to any plan that attempts to address those 
issues at the expense of current and future businesses in our community. For that 
reason, GABA urges you not to approve any portion of the Central Avenue Complete 
Street plan that would eliminate any traffic lanes or parking on Central Avenue 
between 4th Street and 8th Street. 

The businesses on Webster Street and on the adjacent above-mentioned blocks of 
Central Avenue serve both residents and visitors to our island, and generate much-
needed revenue for our city. These businesses would suffer unduly from the 
elimination of traffic lanes and parking. 

Eliminating a lane of traffic while also eliminating parking would create a significant 
hindrance to emergency vehicles and delivery trucks servicing that neighborhood, 
and would add to congestion, making it a less desirable destination for those who 
wish to shop and dine in Alameda. 
GABA is very pleased with the City’s efforts to make Alameda more bike-friendly, 

particularly with the bike lanes added to Shoreline Drive. But please keep in mind that 
Shoreline, unlike Central, is not an arterial road, and has no retail that is not already 
served by off-street parking. 

Furthermore, there is already an east-west bike route with bike lanes two blocks 
north of Central Avenue on Santa Clara Avenue. 

 
 

Thank you for your consideration, 
The GABA Board 
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LARA WEISIGER

From: michelle morgan <info@bikewalkalameda.org>
Sent: Thursday, February 11, 2016 12:24 PM
To: City Clerk
Cc: info@bikewalkalameda.org
Subject: Please support a safer and more accessible Central Avenue

Please accept the following message from michelle morgan. 
 
Dear Mayor and City Council members, 
 
  I want safe and accessible streets for people who walk and bike in my community.  Please vote YES on the Central 
Avenue concept plan. 
 
 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
michelle morgan 
 
5103686346 
 
upcyclemichelle@gmail.com 
 
Benton/Central 
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LARA WEISIGER

From: Daniel Sheeter <info@bikewalkalameda.org>
Sent: Wednesday, February 10, 2016 8:44 PM
To: City Clerk
Cc: info@bikewalkalameda.org
Subject: Please support a safer and more accessible Central Avenue

Please accept the following message from Daniel Sheeter. 
 
Dear Mayor and City Council members, 
 
  I want safe and accessible streets for people who walk and bike in my community.  Please vote YES on the Central 
Avenue concept plan. 
 
  I live at 5th and Central and would love better bicycling and pedestrian facilities along the entire corridor. The space is 
too automobile focused currently. Walkers and bikers should feel safe using the street. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Daniel Sheeter 
 
 
 
sheeter@gmail.com 
 
5th and Central 
 








































































































































































































































































































































































































































