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Paula Mathis and Thomas Ellebie Jr.                                                                              01/14/17 
1208 St. Charles Street 
Alameda CA 94501 
Cell: 1(949) 466-5162 (Paula), pkmathis@gmail.com 
Cell: 1(949) 294-0122 (Tom), t.ellebie@gmail.com  
 
Dear Paula and Tom: 
 
You have asked me to write this short letter, to state my opinion regarding the pruning work that has 
been done to the three large oaks at the rear of your property. You expressed concern that someone had 
said they were over trimmed. 
 
I have observed these trees on three separate occasions since they were pruned. As a Registered 
Consulting Arborist with ASCA, (the American Society of Consulting Arborists,) as a Board Certified 
Master Arborist with the ISA (the International Society of Arboriculture,) who is also Tree Risk 
Qualified with the ISA, and as a Certified Aesthetic Pruner with the Aesthetic Pruners Association, it is 
both my opinion and conclusion that these trees have not been over trimmed. The pruning that was 
performed on them definitely follows the recommendations made in the current edition of the 
International Society of Arboriculture’s Best Management Practices for Tree Pruning. (This book is the 
companion publication to the ANSI A300 Part 1: Tree, Shrub, and Other Wood Plant Maintenance – 
Standard Practices, on Pruning, written by Professor Edward F. Gilman and Sharon J. Lilly, that 
provides reasons why pruning is undertaken, explains pruning types and amounts, provides background 
on pruning cuts, reviews sample specifications, and comments on timing of these operations.) 
 
On page 2, this book states: “When pruning is properly executed, a variety of benefits are derived. 
Benefits include reduced risk of branch and stem breakage, better clearance for vehicles and pedestrians, 
improved health and appearance, enhanced view, and increased flowering.” And the pruning done to 
these trees has reduced the risk of branch and stem breakage, created better clearance for vehicles and 
pedestrians, and improved their health and appearance – without compromising them in any way. 
 
In addition, no branches of the trees will be cut during the construction process; and, as per the tree 
preservation notes on the plans, I will be present whenever activities occur which pose a potential threat 
to the health of the trees. 
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I, Judy Thomas, certify that: 
 
I have personally inspected your plants and property referred to in this report and have stated my 
findings accurately. 
 
I have no current or prospective interest in the vegetation or the property that is the subject of this report 
and have no personal interest or bias with respect to the parties involved. 
 
The analysis, opinions and conclusions stated herein are my own and are based on current scientific 
procedures and facts. 
 
My analysis, opinions and conclusions were developed and this report prepared according to commonly 
accepted arboricultural practices. 
 
No one provided significant professional assistance to me. 
 
My compensation is not contingent upon the reporting of a predetermined conclusion that favors the 
cause of the client or any other party nor upon the results of the assessment, the attainment of stipulated 
results, or the occurrence of any subsequent events. 
 
I further certify that I am a member in good standing of the American Society of Consulting Arborists, 
the International Society of Arboriculture, and the Aesthetic Pruners Association. I have been involved 
in the field of Arboriculture since 1977. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
 
01/14/17 
 
Judy Thomas, Bay Area Plant Consultants 
83 Mission Hills St., Oakland CA 94605-4612 
1(510) 568-2960 
Full-Time Merritt College Landscape Horticulture Instructor, 1977-2007 
ISA Board Certified Master Arborist WE-0113B, ASCA RCA #484,  
Tree Risk Assessment Qualified with the ISA,  
APA (Aesthetic Pruners Association) Certified Aesthetic Pruner #9 
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SERVICES OFFERED 
 
PLANT CONSULTATIONS 
 

- Identification of Trees, Shrubs, Groundcovers, Vines and Turf Types 
- Landscape Design and Plant Selection for New Landscapes with Consideration for Drought, Fire, Freeze  
 and Ease of Maintenance 
- Modification of Existing Landscape Designs 
- Replacement Plant Selection for Established Gardens 
- Specifications for Planting, Pruning and Long Term Care 
- Specifications for Establishment of New Turf Areas 
- Pre- and Post-Construction Site Preservation Measures 
- Casualty Loss Assessments for Landscapes Damaged by Fire, Flood, Drought or Negligence 
- Value Appraisal of Landscape Plants 
- Arbitration of Tree Disputes 

 
LANDSCAPE MANAGEMENT 
 
 - Landscape Appraisal, Evaluation and Inventory 
 - Tree Hazard Evaluation 
 - Tree and Landscape Problem Identification 
 - Recommendations for Long Term Care of Plants 
 - Assessment of Plant Health and Site Restrictions for Plant Growth 
 - Tree Preservation for Construction Sites 
 - Tree Care Supervision 
   

RESUMÉ 
 
- Board Certified Master Arborist WE-0113B and Tree Risk Assessment Qualified with the International Society of Arboriculture; 

Registered Consulting Arborist #484 with The American Society of Consulting Arborists; Aesthetic Pruning Certificate from Merritt 
College, 1998; Certified Aesthetic Pruner with the Aesthetic Pruners Assoc., 2011.  

 
- Retired 5/26/07 as a Full-time Landscape Horticulture Instructor, Merritt College, Oakland CA (1977-2007); taught courses in 

Arboriculture, Forestry, Plant Diseases, Turf Management, General Horticulture, Ecology, Plant Terminology and identification 
courses in Trees, Shrubs, CA Native Plants, Groundcovers & Vines and Herbaceous Plants.  Past President of the Northern CA Turf & 
Landscape Council (NCTLC), and editor of their quarterly online newsletter. Serves on the N CA Advisory and Executive committees 
of the Mediterranean Garden Society. 

 
- Member of the American Society of Consulting Arborists, the California Arborist’s Association, Inc., the International Society of 

Arboriculture, the Aesthetic Pruners Association, the CA Horticultural Society, the CA Native Plant Society, and the Diablo Firesafe 
Council. 

 
- Has a Bachelor's degree in Biology from Stanford University.  Holds a Master's degree in Biology from San Jose State University and a 

Master’s Degree in Education from Stanford University. Received the 1985 Education Award from the Northern CA Turf and 
Landscape Council. 

 
- Serves as a featured speaker for the East Bay Master Gardener Program, the International Society of Arboriculture, the NCTLC, the 

Diablo Firesafe Council, the Nevada Shade Tree Conference, the N CA Landscape Expo. and numerous garden clubs and civic 
groups.  Has been an education chair for the I.S.A., an editor for the Ortho book Gardening Techniques and was a 1985 Horticultural 
Delegate to China.  Her garden was photographed for two Sunset books and was one of those featured on the Park Day School tour in 
1989. Her new garden has been described in the MGS Journal No. 57 in July 2009.  
















































































































































