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Disability is a natural part of human diversity 

Disability is a new way of expressing of human 
diversity 

Disability and Anthropology



What is 
intersectionality?



Intersectionality
Intersectionality : Kimberle Crenshaw (1989) and Patricia Collins (1990) 

Came out of feminist re-visioning of 1980s

Critiques by Black & third-world feminists

Understanding that identities and categories
interact in complex ways

Man Woman

White (White) 
Feminism

Black Civil Rights 
Movement
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• Gender

• Race

• Ethnicity

• Immigration status

• Disability

• Religion

• Socioeconomic class

• Geographic location

• Occuption 
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Intersectionality Problems can be 
boiled down to 

Two questions



1. The problem facing _____ is 

2. Thus, because we imagine 
_____,  the solutions are _______ 

How unawareness of intersectionality hurts us:



The problem facing disabled 
people is….



The problem facing disabled 
people is….





because we imagine 
disabled people to be:



what do our solutions 
look like:



Rehabilitation Act 
1973
ADA 1990
IDEA 1975/1990
Medicaid
Social Security
ACA

All designed to help those who most 
approximate the charmed circle of the 
white, heterosexual, married, able-
bodied, white-collar, middle-class, 
English speaking, non-disabled man.

Disability Civil Rights Laws



Who gets left out? 
What questions get left 

out?



















Why isn’t addiction considered a disability?

or… what happens if we do consider it a disability?



Why don’t we do all 
this?



too scary….


