10-2-2018
Dear Alameda City Council Members:

Golden Gate Audubon has demonstrated a consistent and deep commitment to preserving
the wildlife and the public access areas of our region for more than a century now. We
have an deep understanding of wildlife needs and longstanding concerns for preserving
ecologically important shoreline habitats, including in Alameda. Golden Gate Audubon and
our 7,000+ members believe profoundly in the value of protecting distinctive waterfront,
watershed, and shoreline areas for both wildlife survival AND for people to enjoy as
treasured open spaces for connecting to Nature. .
S
is proposed hotel project would have 3 severely deleteriousimpacts on Bay wildlife,
public viewscape and the public's ability to enjoy that remarkable stretch of
shoreline. Furthermore, building such an outsize building on that parcel would be beyond
irresponsible, and is extremely ill-advised due to future sea level rise projections. The
proposed multi-story hotel.is much too close to the Bay'’s edge. Just the excavation alone
for such an outsize property so close to the Bay's edge is ill-advised. The excavation and
the weight of such a large structure there will undermine the integrity of the existing
shoreline and add stress to the whole length of that public embankment. Furthermore,
such a large development project itself will very soon be obsolete as it will be sitting on
indefensible space as sea level rises.

There is a large cohort of wildlife which uses the water and upland areas of the Bay Farm
island shoreline, including myriad species of water birds, ducks, and federally listed
species, including endangered California Least Terns and threatened Western Snowy
Plovers which forage in the Bay waters and all along that contiguous stretch of
shoreline. Countless birds depend on unimpeded movement corridors and low (bird flight)
paths from the bay front to Bay Farm’s inland lagoon system. Authorizing the building of
just another generic airport motel right in the midst of an ecologically important shoreline
habitat with its unique wide-open viewscape--so much cherished and frequented by
Alamedans ™= 1d be shameful.

We urge the City of Alameda to definitively and finally reject the Patel proieét
proposed at the 2350 Harbor Bay Parkway in Alameda, CA. That land was never
zoned for a hotel ... and never should be.

Building an outsized commercial property right there is inconsistent with the promise
made years ago to preserve contiguous shoreline for the local public’s access and
enjoyment in perpetuity. The project being proposed is nothing more than a generic
airport motel that will diminish Alameda's own distinctive public bayfront access trail
experience and undermines, erodes, and degrades crucial shoreline habitat for thousands
of birds. There is no overriding public need that justifies this project. Approving this
project, at that site much too close to the Bay's edge, would be a betrayal of

Alamedans. Alameda residents deserve to have its City Council members stand firm for

SJLD\:\.AW(’& (/D“b 97\0\1»«( Q\/lio\,
Pe): 0-O

\o [>]1D



environmental values and the community's right to enjoy Alameda's most distinctive
viewscape on Bay Farm Island.

Building a glorified hotel on a parcel that's much too small, not zoned for it, and that's much
too close to the sensitive ecology of the Bay's edge would be a huge mistake. Currently,
trail users have a rare and special wide view of the SF skyline across the length of that
shoreline trail. Building right in the midst of that open space vista would create a
nonsensival eyesore, ruining the public’s experience of that wide open trail

ambiance. There is simply no compelling reason to build a hotel there. It will only
compromise the contiguity and ecological functioning of that shoreline where thousands of
Alamedas now enjoy watching wildlife and engaging in healthful recreation, including bird-
watching, jogging, walking, and biking along that stretch of the Bay’s edge.

We urge Alameda to reject the building of a hotel at that location. In addition, we strongly
urge that the City of Alameda take title immediately to the adjacent parkland parcel as was
intended long ago.

Thank you very much for your consideration.

Sincerely yours,

Cindy Margulis
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