………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
September 3, 2019
Dear Members of the City Council:
Mayor Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft
Vice Mayor John Knox White
Councilmember Tony Daysog
Councilmember Jim Oddie
Councilmember Malia Vella
RE: Support for Climate Action and Resiliency Plan – Item 6-B on the September 3, 2019
Regular Meeting of the City Council
Community Action for a Sustainable Alameda (CASA) strongly supports adoption of the
Mitigated Negative Declaration, Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program, and Climate
Action and Resiliency Plan, full funding and staffing of the plan, and early implementation of the
plan elements.
The plan that is before you includes many of CASA’s priority initiatives. As the City moves
forward to implement and update the plan, we would like to see more efforts in the following
areas.
§

Phased in electrification for all new development (including multifamily and commercial
development) and future consideration of electrification requirements for existing
buildings (at the time of sale or major remodel) – to be addressed in a future ordinance.

§

Transportation mode-shift away from single use occupancy vehicles and more emphasis
on making Alameda safe for biking and walking – to be addressed in the Active
Transportation Plan.

§

Investment in the urban forest, including not only street trees, but also forest groves in
Alameda’s parks, at schools and on private property – to be addressed in the Master
Street Tree Plan.

§

Dedicated staffing for Climate and Resiliency – in her research about what made the
early climate action plans successful, Professor Adrienne Greve at Cal Poly - San Luis
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Obispo found that the presence of a sustainability/climate coordinator positively
correlated with success.1
To further support these initiatives, CASA will actively participate in the planning process for the
development of the Active Transportation Plan and the Master Street Tree Plan. We will also
participate in the public process for the development of the electrification ordinance and closely
monitor City budgets and staff support for implementing the plan elements.
CASA members will be in attendance at the City Council meeting on Tuesday, September 3,
2019, but most of us will not plan to put in speaker cards (unless there is concern expressed by
the City Council or public). Please know that CASA is in full support of the recommended action
and Alameda has a broad constituency in support of mitigating the risk of climate change and
preparing for the impacts of sea level rise.
We look forward to continuing a partnership with the City in its efforts to meet the goals of the
plan.
Sincerely,

Ruth Abbe, Steering Committee
Community Action for a Sustainable Alameda
415-235-1356

1

Climate Action Planning: A Guide to Creating Low-Carbon, Resilient Communities
by Michael R. Boswell PhD, Adrienne I. Greve, Tammy L. Seale, Island Press, July 16, 2019.
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July 16, 2019

Andrew Thomas, Planning Director
City of Alameda Community Development
Department
2263 Santa Clara Avenue, Room 190
Alameda, CA 94501-4477

Alameda Climate Action and Resiliency Plan – Initial Study & Mitigated Negative
Declaration (IS/MND)
Dear Andrew Thomas:
Thank you for including the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) in
the environmental review process for the Alameda Climate Action and
Resiliency Plan. In tandem with the Metropolitan Transportation Commission’s
(MTC) Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS), Caltrans’ mission signals our
agency’s approach to evaluate and mitigate impacts to the State
Transportation Network (STN). Caltrans’ Strategic Management Plan 2015-2020
aims to reduce Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) consistent with the State’s goals
and targets. Our comments are based on the June 2019 IS/MND.
Project Understanding
The City of Alameda (City) is proposing its Climate Action and Resiliency Plan
(CARP), which provides a roadmap for the City to follow in reducing the City’s
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and assist California in meeting the GHG
reduction goals established by AB 32 and SB 32. Also, the CARP intends to help
the City address the growing threats posed by climate change.
Cultural Resources
The Posey Tube is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places and, as such,
should be discussed as a cultural resource. Further, any project activities
“Provide a safe, sustainable, integrated and efficient transportation
system to enhance California’s economy and livability”

