
 

 
 

September 22, 2019 
(By electronic transmission) 
Planning Board   
City of Alameda 
2263 Santa Clara Avenue 
Alameda, CA 94501 
 
Subject: Proposed objective design review standards for affordable multifamily housing projects 
(Item 7-C on Planning Board’s 9-23-19 agenda) - -Request for extension to October 14, 2019 
 
Dear Boardmembers: 
 
The Alameda Architectural Preservation Society (AAPS) would like to thank the Planning Board for 
continuing consideration of the subject design standards as requested in our September 8, 2019 letter 
(attached). However, we need additional time to complete our review and provide comments on the 
proposal and request a further continuance to the Board’s October 14, 2019 meeting. We believe that staff 
supports this request and we that they will recommend a continuance at the Board’s September 23, 2019 
meeting. 
 
As part of our review of the subject standards, we have looked closely at the Citywide Design Review 
Manual, the Webster Street Design Manual and Guide to Residential Design and believe that there are 
many provisions in these documents that could be included as “standards” in the subject document. The 
Citywide Manual and the Webster Street Design Manual are at the following link set up for the subject 
standards: https://www.alamedaca.gov/Departments/Planning-Building-and-Transportation/Planning-
Division/Objective-Design-Review-Standards. The Guide to Residential Design is attached. 
  
In the Citywide Manual, many provisions are already specifically listed as “standards” and mostly use 
“shall” rather than “should”, so they read as standards (rather than guidelines). Although there are 
numerous provisions that are not specifically labeled as standards, many could easily be restated as 
standards, such as where they are expressed either as “do this” and/or “don’t do this”, or in quantitative 
terms (inches/feet, percentages or enumerations). In these cases, “should” could just be changed to “shall” 
if those provisions are included in the subject standards. 
  
AAPS is in the process of identifying specific provisions from the Webster Street and Citywide Manuals 
and Guide to Residential Design for incorporation into the subject standards in the form of marked-up 
pages from the three manuals for Planning Board review. A sample of a marked-up page from the 
Citywide Manual is attached.  
 
We would appreciate Board feedback on this strategy and letting us know if we are heading in the right 
direction. If the Board has no objection to this approach, AAPS would follow up with a complete mark-up 
for the Board’s October 14 meeting.  
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Although most design issues appear to be adequately covered in the three manuals for purposes of the 
subject standards, the three documents’ treatment of contextual compatibility (especially in historic 
neighborhoods) and several other issues needs to be modified to be more objective. Possible 
methodologies are discussed in the attached AAPS September 8 letter, including how “context” is 
defined. We plan to include specific proposals to address these issues in our submittal for October 14. We 
also plan to provide additional input on the provisions already included in the current draft standards that 
expand on our September 8, 2019 comments. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment. Please contact me at (510) 523-0411 or cbuckleyAICP@att.net 
if you would like to discuss these comments. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Christopher Buckley, Chair 
Preservation Action Committee 
Alameda Architectural Preservation Society 
 
Attachments:  

1. September 8, 2019 AAPS letter. 
2. Guide to Residential Design 
3. Sample marked-up page from Citywide Design Manual 

 
 
cc: Andrew Thomas and Allen Tai (by electronic transmission) 

AAPS Board and Preservation Action Committee (by electronic transmission) 
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