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Dear Honorable City Council Members,
 
Attached please find a memorandum from The McConnell Group regarding item 7D/
Recommendation to Support County of Alameda Participation in an Enhanced Infrastructure
Financing District in Support of the Oakland Athletics Stadium at Howard Terminal – on today’s
(10/19) City Council agenda.
 
Best Regards,
 
Gregory McConnell
President and CEO
The McConnell Group
300 Frank H. Ogawa Plaza, Suite 460
Oakland CA,  94612
(510) 834-0400  Office
(510) 701-7158  Mobile

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended
recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure, or
distribution is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and
destroy all copies of the original message.
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Memorandum
To: Mayor Marylin Ashcraft, Vice Mayor Malia Vella


Councilmembers Tony Daysog, Trish Herrera Spencer, and John Knox White
Cc: Alameda City Clerk,  Schnitzer Steel
From: Greg McConnell
Date: 10/19/2021
Subject: Agenda Item 7-D on Alameda Council Agenda Tuesday October 19, 2021


Vote NO on Proposal to Urge County Funding Support for Howard 
Terminal Ballpark


I represent industrial businesses that pay family sustaining wages. I urge you to vote NO or abstain from 
supporting any motion to urge Alameda County to spend public tax dollars to transform a port and 
industrial neighborhood that is the home of African American families into a ballpark. This is 
unnecessary; the project could be built on the existing coliseum grounds and have no negative impacts on 
anyone.  


Alameda should not allow itself to be dragged into a fight that the city has nothing to do with.  Moreover, 
Alameda should not support an effort to have the county divert resources away from critical health and 
safety programs. 


It is irresponsible to pressure Alameda County to commit to funding a project that is a bad deal for 
Oakland, and for all Alameda County residents, especially before the City of Oakland has even reached a 
final agreement with the team and the Environmental Impact Report remains incomplete.


Recently, the Board of Supervisors stated that the county could not responsibly move forward until the 
A's and the City of Oakland completed their own negotiation process and come to a final agreement.  That 
was true then and it remains true today. Nothing has changed! 


More important, the terms proposed so far, do nothing to address the considerable impact this project will 
have on the operations at the Port of Oakland, and industrial and logistics businesses that provide good-
paying, working-class jobs to tens of thousands of Alameda County residents and is crucial to the economic 
success of our entire region. 


Our country is in the middle of a national crisis and the President has been compelled to direct ports to 
operate on a 24/7 basis.  This is not the time to restrict or reduce potential port operations. No mitigation 
measures have been offered for the increase in traffic that will clog the port and I 880, or the serious conflicts 
between the 24/7 demands of a working industrial port and new residential or commercial tenants. 


We have many pressing problems that the county needs to focus its attention on.  This includes using all 
available funds to address homelessness, roads and traffic problems and myriad infrastructure problems.  We 
need to put people back to work and make the Bay Area and Alameda County the great region it can be. The 
county should not be diverting public funds away from other crucial needs, and the city of Alameda should 
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not be using time and energy to press the county to do something that is not in the best interest of Alameda 
residents or residents of the county. 


If the city of Alameda wants to weigh in on whether the county should divert public dollars to any project, it 
should only do that after it has considered all the effects and impacts of such a proposal.  Alameda has not 
had time to do that as this proposal has been rushed to the agenda, bypassing the normal process, and 
leapfrogging many other proposals that are actual Alameda issues that others want the city to explore.  


I urge the city to say no to the proposal because it is not a priority for the city.  Alternatively, city should 
defer action and open its own full evaluation of the propriety of using public funds to approve a luxury 
project that may hurt industrial businesses, the Port, and workers.


After being burned by “Mt. Davis” and other sports debacles in Oakland, the county made the wise 
decision to get out of the sports business altogether. Let’s leave it that way. 


Please vote NO on the proposal to urge the County to spend public funds on the Howard Terminal 
project.







Memorandum
To: Mayor Marylin Ashcraft, Vice Mayor Malia Vella

Councilmembers Tony Daysog, Trish Herrera Spencer, and John Knox White
Cc: Alameda City Clerk,  Schnitzer Steel
From: Greg McConnell
Date: 10/19/2021
Subject: Agenda Item 7-D on Alameda Council Agenda Tuesday October 19, 2021

Vote NO on Proposal to Urge County Funding Support for Howard 
Terminal Ballpark

I represent industrial businesses that pay family sustaining wages. I urge you to vote NO or abstain from 
supporting any motion to urge Alameda County to spend public tax dollars to transform a port and 
industrial neighborhood that is the home of African American families into a ballpark. This is 
unnecessary; the project could be built on the existing coliseum grounds and have no negative impacts on 
anyone.  

Alameda should not allow itself to be dragged into a fight that the city has nothing to do with.  Moreover, 
Alameda should not support an effort to have the county divert resources away from critical health and 
safety programs. 

It is irresponsible to pressure Alameda County to commit to funding a project that is a bad deal for 
Oakland, and for all Alameda County residents, especially before the City of Oakland has even reached a 
final agreement with the team and the Environmental Impact Report remains incomplete.

Recently, the Board of Supervisors stated that the county could not responsibly move forward until the 
A's and the City of Oakland completed their own negotiation process and come to a final agreement.  That 
was true then and it remains true today. Nothing has changed! 

More important, the terms proposed so far, do nothing to address the considerable impact this project will 
have on the operations at the Port of Oakland, and industrial and logistics businesses that provide good-
paying, working-class jobs to tens of thousands of Alameda County residents and is crucial to the economic 
success of our entire region. 

Our country is in the middle of a national crisis and the President has been compelled to direct ports to 
operate on a 24/7 basis.  This is not the time to restrict or reduce potential port operations. No mitigation 
measures have been offered for the increase in traffic that will clog the port and I 880, or the serious conflicts 
between the 24/7 demands of a working industrial port and new residential or commercial tenants. 

We have many pressing problems that the county needs to focus its attention on.  This includes using all 
available funds to address homelessness, roads and traffic problems and myriad infrastructure problems.  We 
need to put people back to work and make the Bay Area and Alameda County the great region it can be. The 
county should not be diverting public funds away from other crucial needs, and the city of Alameda should 
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not be using time and energy to press the county to do something that is not in the best interest of Alameda 
residents or residents of the county. 

If the city of Alameda wants to weigh in on whether the county should divert public dollars to any project, it 
should only do that after it has considered all the effects and impacts of such a proposal.  Alameda has not 
had time to do that as this proposal has been rushed to the agenda, bypassing the normal process, and 
leapfrogging many other proposals that are actual Alameda issues that others want the city to explore.  

I urge the city to say no to the proposal because it is not a priority for the city.  Alternatively, city should 
defer action and open its own full evaluation of the propriety of using public funds to approve a luxury 
project that may hurt industrial businesses, the Port, and workers.

After being burned by “Mt. Davis” and other sports debacles in Oakland, the county made the wise 
decision to get out of the sports business altogether. Let’s leave it that way. 

Please vote NO on the proposal to urge the County to spend public funds on the Howard Terminal 
project.



From: Cyndy Johnsen
To: Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft; Malia Vella; Tony Daysog; Trish Spencer; John Knox White
Cc: City Clerk; Denyse Trepanier; Dave Campbell; Andrew Thomas; Rochelle Wheeler
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BWA Comments on Item 7-D (Howard Terminal)
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Dear Mayor Ashcraft and Members of the City Council, 

We hope you will consider our thoughts on Item 7-D, coming before you on Tuesday — our
letter is attached. 

Respectfully,

Cyndy Johnsen
Bike Walk Alameda Board Member
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Subject
BWA Comments on Item 7-D (Howard Terminal)


Sent
16 Oct 2021 15:12
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From: Patricia Lamborn
To: Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft; Malia Vella; John Knox White; Tony Daysog; Trish Spencer
Cc: Lara Weisiger
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Public Comment RE: Item 7-D Alameda City Council Oct. 19,2021 Howard Terminal
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RE:  7-D 2021-1384 Recommendation to Support County of Alameda Participation in an Enhanced
Infrastructure Financing District in Support of the Oakland Athletics Stadium at Howard Terminal
 
Dear Mayor Ashcraft, Vice Mayor Vella, and Council Members Knox-White, Daysog and Spencer,
 
I have attended the hearings on the Howard Terminal/Ballpark Draft Environmental Impact Report and
the hearings on this infrastructure district held by the Alameda County Board of Supervisors. I have also
toured Howard Terminal after waiting to gain entry for 20-30 minutes because a very long freight train
needed to pass so we could safely reach the site.
 
As someone who has been involved with environmental issues impacting the waterfront around the San
Francisco Bay, I am concerned that the city council sending a letter of support for Oakland’s Waterfront
Ballpark District at the Howard Terminal through an “Enhanced Infrastructure Finance District” is
premature.  You would be communicating that Alameda residents support the proposed project without
holding a single hearing or town hall on the complex issues and concerns this project poses.  Historically,
using public monies to support the building of privately owned stadiums has resulted in public debt and
that burden falls on taxpayers. 
 
I would ask you these questions:

1. Have you toured the Howard Terminal site and analyzed the complex and multi-billion dollar
transportation infrastructure that will be required to create safe access for thousands of fans?
2. Have you read the comments from the April 2021 Oakland Planning Department public
hearing on the Draft EIR? Public comment lasted for hours regarding toxics on the site and
transportation challenges. The Final Environmental Impact Report has not been issued.
3. Have you read the public comments from the Alameda County Board of Supervisors hearing
June 15, 2021? -- Oakland residents and community organizations spoke for hours, in favor of
keeping the ball park at its current Oakland Coliseum location, already served by mass
transit. What kind of message do Alameda leaders want to send to our neighborhood
community in Oakland?

I ask that you wait until you have thoroughly and thoughtfully reviewed this project, in a public hearing,
before you convey unconditional support.
 
I am attaching the Sierra Club Comments, dated April 27, 2021 on the Draft EIR as they, along with many
other organizations, thoroughly and substantially lay out key questions and concerns. 

Sincerely,
Alameda Resident 
Patricia Lamborn
patricia.lamborn@aol.com
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"Patricia Lamborn" <patricia.lamborn@aol.com>


Subject
Public Comment RE: Item 7-D Alameda City Council Oct. 19,2021 Howard Terminal


Sent
15 Oct 2021 12:47
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