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      ALAMEDA RECREATION AND PARK COMMISSION 
          MINUTES FOR REGULAR MEETING 
                     
 
DATE:                      Thursday, March 11, 2021 
TIME: 7:00 p.m. Called to Order 
PLACE:   City Hall Council Chambers  
  
A video recording of the meeting may be viewed at https://alameda.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx 
The following are action minutes in keeping with the Sunshine Ordinance 2-91.17.  
 
ROLL CALL 
Present: (Teleconference via Zoom) Chair Alexander, Vice Chair Robbins, Commissioner Limoges and 
Commissioner Navarro  
Staff: (Teleconference via Zoom) Alameda Recreation and Park Department (ARPD) Director Amy 
Wooldridge 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Chair Alexander moved to accept the minutes of February 11, 2021 Regular Meeting as presented. 
M/S Vice Chair Robbins / Commissioner Navarro. All present in favor with 4 ayes via roll call vote.  
 
WRITTEN AND ORAL COMMUNICATIONS (For topics not on the agenda) 

• Written Communication: none 
• Oral Communication: none 

 
REPORTS FROM THE RECREATION AND PARK DIRECTOR  
ARPD Director Amy Wooldridge gave the report. See Exhibit 1 
 
REPORTS FROM COMMISSIONERS 

• Chair Alexander: March is women’s history month. Commended ARPD Director Amy Wooldridge 
for being the first female ARPD Director. Also mentioned previous ARPD female trailblazers: 
Bee Rowley, Doris Sullivan, Audrey Spaulding, Lucille Harrison, Sherry McCarthy and Audrey 
Elderts who all ran the centers and left behind many fond memories. Suggested that in March 
2022 they recognize a women every day from ARPD.  

• Commissioner Limoges: Visited the tennis courts in Alameda in preparation to tonight’s meeting. 
Also visited the new park at Alameda Point. 

• Commissioner Navarro: Visited the Gaga pit with her family in which her children enjoyed playing 
in it. Commended the Eagle Scouts for a job well done. Discovered the six horseshoe pits at 
Washington Park and checked out the off time usage at the tennis courts and reported all courts 
were busy. 

• Vice Chair Robbins: Has some thoughts about additional pickleball courts and funding which he 
will share when they discuss item 6-B. 
 

AGENDA ITEMS 
 
6-A Report on Jean Sweeney Open Space Park  
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ARPD Director Amy Wooldridge gave the report which included the background information on the 
park, current community input, key partnerships, state wide park program grant application, urban 
agriculture phase and the north south connections through the park. 
 
SPEAKERS 

 
• Speaker Kristen Fairfield: Jean Sweeney Open Space Park is a beautiful park and really likes 

the new project. 
• Speaker Dorothy Freeman: Said there was another female director. Asked if the online survey 

results could be made public. Answer by Director Wooldridge: Yes, currently working on getting 
it posted to the website. Are acoustic performances allowed now? Answer by Director 
Wooldridge: Acoustic performances are allowed but not amplified performances. Will there be 
more parking on the garden side? Answer by Director Wooldridge: There will be 35 parking 
spaces. 

 

6-B Recommendation to Authorize Staff to Convert One Tennis Court to Four Pickleball Courts at 
Washington Park [2021-718] 
 
ARPD Director Amy Wooldridge gave presentation which included background for pickleball proposal, 
proposed and determining the Washington Park location, project timing and project cost. 
 
6-B WRITTEN PUBLIC COMMENTS - See Exhibit 2 for additional Public Comments that were not 
included 3-11-2021 agenda 
 
6-B SPEAKERS 

• Speaker Siena Ramirez: Against converting the Washington Park tennis court to pickleball 
court as the tennis courts are already too busy with a wait time of at least one hour. Might be 
more beneficial to wait until there is more funding to build a new pickleball court in another 
area. 

• Speaker Cheryl Saxton: Agree to convert the Washington Park tennis court to a pickleball court 
as the game turnover is faster allowing more people to play which is good because there are 
more people playing the sport now. More courts would bring more people to Alameda which is 
good for restaurants and bars. 

• Speaker: Kristen Fairfield: Against converting the Washington Park tennis court to pickleball 
court. Measure WW money was for resurfacing the tennis courts and only the tennis courts 
therefore Pickleball would not be aligned with the agreement. 

• Speaker Jon Greer: Against converting the Washington Park tennis court to pickleball court as 
the wait times for tennis courts are already excessive and parking is overflowing. Agreed that 
the WW money was to be used for the tennis courts. 

• Speaker Janie McCauley: Agree to another pickleball court. Suggested sharing the court 4 with 
tennis and pickleball. Also said the tennis court at Longfellow might be a good pickleball 
conversion as it is not used as much. 
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• Speaker Joseph Marin: Agree to convert the Washington Park tennis court to a pickleball court 
as the game is fun and inclusive and is growing. Also suggested Longfellow Park tennis court 
as a possible pickleball conversion. 

• Speaker Ken Fagel: Against converting the Washington Park tennis court to pickleball court as 
the tennis courts are already busy and there is no parking on Saturdays. 

• Speaker Alain McLaughlin: Agree to convert the Washington Park tennis court to a pickleball 
court as another court on the West End would be great. Enjoys the social aspect of pickleball. 

• Speaker Christine Miura: For more pickleball courts. She move to Alameda because of 
pickleball but the courts are always busy as the game is growing and wait time is increasing. 

• Speaker Barbara Greenstein: For more pickleball courts but not at Washington Park as it is full 
already. Encouraged creative funding either by a pledge or a fundraiser to raise money to build 
new courts somewhere else in Alameda. 

• Speaker Nancy Straham: Glad to hear a decision doesn’t need to be made right away as wants 
to find a long term solution for a pickleball court that has potential for growth. 

• Speaker Emily Moya: Against converting the Washington Park tennis court to pickleball court 
as the tennis courts are already busy and taking away a court would minimize ability to host 
leagues. 

• Speaker Morgan Bellinger: Against converting the Washington Park tennis court to pickleball 
court as the tennis courts as there is already hour long wait for tennis court which will get worse 
in the summer. Also suggested a court reservation system. 

• Speaker Kevin Allen: Against converting the Washington Park tennis court to pickleball court 
as the courts are already crowded and difficult to get a court. Suggested Alameda Point for a 
new pickleball court. 

• Speaker Ravi Tharisayl: Against converting the Washington Park tennis court to pickleball 
court as the tennis courts as Washington courts are already too busy and they need more 
tennis courts not less. 

• Speaker Thomas Tesler: Agree to convert the Washington Park tennis court to a pickleball 
court as another court. The pickleball community used their own money for needs at the Lincoln 
pickleball court. 

• Speaker Kevin Chen: Against converting the Washington Park tennis court to pickleball court 
as the tennis courts as Washington courts far exceed the wait time of at least 1 hour and the 
parking is already congested. 

• Speaker Bonnie Halpern: Agree to convert the Washington Park tennis court to a pickleball 
court as there are only four pickleball courts at one location and they need more. City of 
Concord has twelve courts and holds pickleball tournaments. It would be nice for Alameda to 
also grow the pickleball community. 

• Speaker Rosalyn Moya: Against converting the Washington Park tennis court to pickleball 
court as the tennis courts as it would disrupt the tennis community for leagues due to the noise 
from pickleball. Speaker met her husband at Washington court #5. 

• Speaker Cora Luber: Against converting the Washington Park tennis court to pickleball court 
as one court is already used for ARPD lessons and the courts have a wait time of 1 ½ hour. 

• Speaker Mike Tsang: Against converting the Washington Park tennis court to pickleball court 
as the tennis courts are already too busy and increasing in popularity. 

• Speaker Michelle Pero: Lincoln pickleball courts need repair and there are no lights. More 
pickleball courts are needed in Alameda due to the demand. 
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• Speaker Raymond Lui: Against converting the Washington Park tennis court to pickleball court 
as there is already a demand for the tennis courts and usually over an hour wait. Need a court 
reservation system as there is sometimes fighting over court use. 

• Speaker Albert Soohoo: Agree to convert the Washington Park tennis court to a pickleball 
court. Tennis has become busier during the pandemic and might subside when pandemic is 
over. Pickleball continues to become more popular. 

• Speaker Carmen Reid: Tennis courts are full. Suggested another location such as one acre of 
land at Jean Sweeney Open Space Park dedicated to pickleball courts and tournament use. 

• Speaker Stewart Wilson: Agree to convert the Washington Park tennis court to a pickleball 
court as pickleball is a growing sport and needs more space to accommodate the growth. 

• Speaker Charlie DeWett: Against converting the Washington Park tennis court to pickleball 
court as pickleball is a noisy sport and would be disruptive to tennis games. Also would mean 
more people crowding the courts. Suggested to put pickleball courts on the base. 

 
6-B COMMISSIONER COMMENTS  
 
Commissioner Navarro: 

• Washington is important for tournament, local and regional play 
• Encourage growth of both pickleball and tennis 
• Put a pause on decision and motion to table and explore other options 
• Other funding sources 

o Reallocate funds from Chochenyo play area 
Commissioner Limoges: 

• Concerned about Measure WW funding violation 
• Reservation system would be good 
• College of Alameda discussion 
• Is a limited resource being tapped by private organizations such as St. Joe’s or by private 

lessons 
Vice Chair Robbins:  

• Laney Tennis Group has ongoing use of courts on Sundays at the College of Alameda – Henry 
Chang and Connie Yee will speak with the new College President. 

• Step back and look at a better location 
• Fundraising efforts 
• Possible pickleball courts: 2 Courts next to O’ Club and 2 at Hornet Field 
• Online reservation center is a good idea and informing the public how to use it. 

Chair Alexander: 
• Community fundraising is a strong possiblity 
• Suggested clocks on each court 
• Come to an agreement with the school district for tennis court use  
• Look in to pickleball court lights  

 
6-B MOTION 
Commissioner Navarro motion to not convert Washington Park Court #4 for pickleball courts but to 
instead pursue other options for potential pickleball court sites with further information to be brought to 
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the commission at a later date.   
 
M/S Commissioner Navarro / Vice Chair Robbins. All present in favor with 3 ayes via roll call vote. 
(Commissioner Limoges not present for the vote). 
 
ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA:  

• Discuss Park Renaming Policy and Procedures 
• Update on Chochenyo Park playground status 

 
SET NEXT MEETING DATE:  April 8, 2021 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion to adjourn 
M/S Commissioner Navarro / Vice Chair Robbins 
Motion carried by the following voice vote: All in favor with a 3 ayes via roll call vote.  
Chair Alexander adjourned the meeting at 9:35 PM 
 



 
EXHIBIT 1 

 
 

 
03/11/2021 ARPD Director’s Report 

Presented by Recreation and Park Director Amy Wooldridge 

 

Recreation services 

• Registration opened up for all summer programs, with safety protocols in place following the 
Alameda County Health state guidelines, for in person day camps, tiny tots, aquatics, WOW and 
teen programs. 

• The Recreation Guide went out a week ago and a second guide will be coming out in a couple 
more weeks with additional specialty camps, sports and senior activities. Recreation Guides are 
available both on the ARPD website and in hard copy. Information about financial assistance is 
included in the guide.  

• Visited the new park Alameda Neighborhood Park at Alameda Point. It is a three block park with 
passive open space areas, picnic tables, chess board, basketball hoop, and a really cool 
playground that is the shape of a whale in honor of Allie the humpback whale who visited Alameda 
a couple years ago in SeaPlane Lagoon. Worth checking out. 

 



                    Exhibit 2 

 
RECREATION AND PARK COMMISSION 

 
Exhibit for Minutes 3-11-2021 

 
Additional Public Comments that were not included 

on the 3/11/2021 Agenda  
 

Item 6-B Recommendation to Authorize Staff to 
Convert One Tennis Court to Four Pickleball Courts 

at Washington Park 
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